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Jerusalem Fund opens account in Morocco 

Beit A1 MaJ A I Quds (Jerusalem Fundi 
has opened a nationwide account at Morocco’s central 
bank to support Arab inhabitants of east Jerusalem a 
Moroccan official said on Wednesday. “An account 
has been opened at Bank A1 Maghrib [central bankl in 
Mts-rame of Beit AI Mai Al Quds to collect private and 
■pubbo funds andhelp our Palestinian brother in 
Jerusalem, the official said. The account 555 is 
available for contributions at the bank's 17 branches 
. throughout the North African country, including the 
f disputed Western Sahara provinces, he said Moroc 
i go’s state-run airports authority CONDA) has said it 
had paid 10.7 million dirhams ($1.1 million) to the 
fund. The account was opened in line with recom- 
mendations by a Jerusalem committee of 16 Muslim 
countries which met in July to boost investments in 
the Holy City, the official said. m 
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Roadside bomb kills two SLA men 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerrillas detonated a road- 
side bomb in southern Lebanon Wednesday, killing 
two Israeli-allied militiamen and wounding five oth- 
ers, security officials said. The bomb blew up near 
Tallet Ahmadieb, where Israeli forces and the allied 
Lebanese militia maintain an outpost. The camp is on 
the edge of the enclave Israel occupies in southern 
Lebanon. Four of the wounded were members of the 
militia known as the South Lebanon Army (SLA). 
The fifth was an Israeli soldier. Hibzbollab, the guer- 
rilla group fighting to expel Israel from the enclave, 
said its fighters also attacked the patrol with rockets 
and machine gun fire, “inflicting further casualties.” 
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Annan wishes King 
a speedy recovery 


UNWED NATIONS (Para) — UN. Secretaiy 
General Kofi Annan has expressed deep satisfac- 
tion over die excellent medical results of His 
jVfcgesty King Hussein’s treatment at the Mayo 
Clinic, wishing ihe King a speedy recovery. 

In a statement made to Iordan News Agency. 
Pefta, Annan said on Tuesday he was following up 
closely and continuously on the King’s .health 
improvement, adding that his wife shares this feel- 
ing with him. 

Annan said be is certain that the King will re gain 
excellent healib and return home safely, notinglhat 
die King enjoys worldwide credibility and esteem 
fix Ins democracy-OTiented policies. Annan said 
that King Hussein is wisely woddng; towards a 
comprehensive and just peace in (he region. 

In reply to a question, Annan said he was look- 
ing /toward to a planned meeting with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent. 

Jfe said he is due to meet the Regent in New 
' York - next month if circumstances allow Prince 
Hassan to visit the U.N., describing Prince Hassan 
sa person who enjoys comprehensive and wise 
xcoDcamcand politick vision. 



Tarawneh, opposition 
discuss government policies 


ByThreqAyyoub 

AMMAN — In the run up to 
the vote of confidence sched- 
uled for Sept. 20, Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh Tuesday 
n *t trith.. opposition deputies 
aid briefed them on his govero- 
rM^^ipgramme,’’ lawmak- 
ers sail' 

Deputy Khalil Haddadin, of 
ifrAab Socialist Baarh Party, 
said that during the four-hour 
/reefing which ended lax Tues- 
day/Bra wneh outlined to the 10 
dqxmes present his govern- 
ment's domestic and foreign 
policies. 

“On the domestic arena, the 
focus was. co poverty and 
inemptoymem. It also tackled 
foe privatisation process, Ihe 
Press and PuNkation and Elec- 
tions Laws,” Haddadin sakL 
Haddatfin said opposition 
deputies reiterated their opposi- 
tion to privatisation, introduced 
intbeearfy 90’s in accordance 
Hne with the economic restruc- 
turing : programme Jordan 

signed' with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

“We urged the premier to 
slow down the pace of the 
process to enable national capi- 


tal to be able to buy the govern- 
ment’s shares in public sector 
firms instead of selling to for- 
eign companies,” Haddadin 
said. 

“On the foreign policy be 
briefed ns about h is govern- 
ment’s intention to improve its 
relations with the Arab coon- 
tries, especially Syria and Iraq,” 
he added. * 

‘Tarawneh told us that the 
Kingdom has no intention of 
becoming part of the proposed 
military alliance between Israel 
and TUtkey,” he said. 

Tbe deputy quoted foe pre- 
mier as telling foe lawmakers 
that joining such an alliance 
“will be harmful to foe Arab and 
Muslim worlds.” 

Haddadin was referring to 
reoent speculation that Jordan 
would forge a military alliance 
with Israel and Turkey. 

"The premier told us that the 
government was ready to qpen a 
new page with foe two states 
(Syria and Iraq) and invited us to 
exert whatever efforts we could 
in that direction.” he said. 

Tarawneh ’s talk was frank 
and candid,” Haddadin told the 
Jordan Tiroes. Tt was foe begin- 
ning of a dialogue with the law- 


makers which we hope will con- 
tinue for the good of the coun- 
try.’’ 

Deputy Mohammad Oran, a 
member of the opposition Arab 
Land Party, said Ihrawneh 
briefed the deputies on foe prob- 
lems his government face 
“especially foe economic and 
political ones.” 

‘The government’s approach 
to solve the economic problem 
was not clear, and what we 
understood is that maintaining 
the value of the national cuneav 
cy is a top priority,” be added 

“We believe that the solution 
to our economic problems will 
be through opening Arab mar- 
kets for our national products, 
especially the Iraqi market, 
which is suffering under UN. 
sanctions,” he said. 

Oran said that it was prema- 
ture to say whether foe opposi- 
tion, estimated at 15 deputies, 
would give the vote of confi- 
dence to Tbrawneh’s govern- 
ment. 

“I think we have to hear the 
government’s policy statement 
before making any judgement 
Until now, most of foe opposi- 
tion deputies did not make up 
their minds." Oran sad. 




HRH Mnce Ali Ben Hussein Wednesday leads a team of M Circassian ndes on j 
iKMseback journey from Jordan to the Caucasus regionof Russia. The 
Prince said KSerest in the Circassian people stems from his ^dhood and he is 
k** to preserve their culture, history and tadihons andmakelhm^o^tojhe 
world. With the blessing of his father; His Majesty King Hussein, Ah 
north for the Syrian border dressed in the traditional Circassian kalbak (hat) and 
white Isai (robe) on what is expected to be a 45-day trek (Reuters photo) 


TEL AVIV (AP) — U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross’ new 
Mideast peace mission is 
open-ended and may be 
extended if progress is 
being made toward a deal 
on an Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank, a U.S. 
official said Wednesday. 

However, U.S. officials 
cautioned that an accord 
was not yet within reach 
since Israel and the Pales- 
tinians still differ on key 
issues, such as the scope of 
withdrawal and security 
cooperation. 

Ross was to arrive later 
Wednesday and hold talks 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat in the 


evening. On Thursday, 
Ross was to meet with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Ross will stay “a week or 
more” if an agreement is 
close, said a U.S. official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The envoy could leave 
some issues for Netanyahu 
and Arafat to work out in a 
possible summit in New 
York later this month when 
the two leaders, as well as 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
attend the U.N. General 
Assembly, Israeli newspa- 
pers said. 

The Haaretz daily said 
Ross would focus on the 


biggest stumbling block — 
negotiating a new agree- 
ment on security issues 
which Israel has made a 
precondition for a troop 
withdrawal. 

A blueprint for Israeli- 
Palestinian security coop- 
eration and a Palestinian 
crackdown on Islamists 
was worked out by Israeli, 
Palestinian and U.S. securi- 
ty officials last December, 
but was rejected by 
Netanyahu as insufficient. 

In a meeting Tuesday in 
Tel Aviv, Palestinian secu- 
rity officials told CIA rep- 
resentatives they were not 
willing to renegotiate the 
whole agreement, but 


would consider suggested 
changes. 

Both sides have in princi- 
ple agreed to an Israeli 
pullback from 13 per cent, 
but the Palestinians have 
rejected an Israeli stipula- 
tion that three per cent of 
the area be turned into a 
nature reserve with build- 
ing restrictions for the 
Palestinians. 

Netanyahu has said the 
Palestinians originally 
accepted the nature reserve 
idea but then backed down, 
reportedly due to pressure 
from Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

The U.S. peace initiative, 
initially presented in Janu- 


ary, calls for an Israeli 
withdrawal from 13 per 
cent and a series of Pales- 
tinian security gestures. 
The Palestinians accepted 
the proposal, but Israel ini- 
tially rejected a 1 3 per cent 
pullback. 

The Palestinians have 
expressed concern that the 
United States would agree 
to Israeli demands for 
changes in the U.S. plan. 

Saeb Erekat, a senior 
Palestinian negotiator, said 
the ball was in Israel's 
court. “I hope that Mr. Ross 
will choose the shortest 
way to have Mr. Netanyahu 
say yes to the American ini- 
tiative,” he said. 


Israel says it’s trying 
for peace, Egypt 
remains sceptical 


CAIRO ( AP) — An Israeli 
official said Wednesday 
that Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is 
doing his best to reach a 
peace agreement with the 
Palestinians, but Egyptian 
officials were sceptical any 
progress has been 
achieved. 

Israeli Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh spoke after a 
meeting with President 
Hosni Mubarak on the 
stifled peace process, say- 
ing Israel wants to restart 
full negotiations with 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat 

Naveh read a statement 
saying Netanyahu was 
“doing his best to reach an 
agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians.” “We 
have a desire, from our 
side, to return to negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians 
until we reach an agree- 
ment” Naveh said. 

He refused to answer 
reporters' questions about 
the status of negotiations, 
but said Netanyahu had 
sent him to Egypt to 
inform Mubarak of the lat- 
est developments between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

Naveh’s visit came hours 
before U.S. envoy Dennis 
Ross was to arrive in the 
region for talks with Arafat 
and Netanyahu about a 
reported American plan io 
restart talks by having 
Israeli troops to withdraw 
from a further 13 per cent 
of the West Bank. 

The Palestinians have 
accepted the plan, which 
calls for them to step up 
efforts to curb attacks on 


Israel, but Netanyahu’s 
government has so far 
refused to go along with 
the plan. 

Mubarak's chief political 
adviser, Osama Al Baz, 
who attended Wednesday’s 
meeting along with Israel’s 
Ambassador to Egypt Zvi 
Mazel, told reporters that 
“the situation, until now, 
does not show that tangible 
progress has been made.” 
Ke added- that Mubarak 
believes failure to reach an 
agreement will lead to ten- 
sion and instability in the 
region “and this is not in 
the interest of any side, 
including Egypt.” Egypt- 
ian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa also expressed skep- 
ticism about any progress 
Tuesday, describing the 
Middle East peace process 
as frozen. 

“According to what we 
are hearing and reading, 
there is little hope of 
reaching a balanced and 
just agreement.” Musa told 
reporters. “But let us wait 
and see what is going to 
happen after Ross arrives.” 
Later in the day, Mubarak 
held talks with Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri and Italian Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini. 

The talks with Dini con- 
centrated on the Middle 
East peace process as well 
as security in the Mediter- 
ranean, Egypt's Middle 
East News Agency report- 
ed. No details were made 
public on Mubarak's meet- 
ing with Hariri. 


U.S. to promote unity in 
visits by Kurdish leaders 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The United States said on 
Tuesday it would try to 
encourage reconciliation 
between the two rival Iraqi 
Kurdish groups when their 
leaders make separate visits 
to Washington in the next 
two weeks. 

State Department 

spokesman James Rubin 
said Massoud Barzani, 
leader of the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP), 
would visit from Sept. 9 to 
11 and Jalal Talabani, 
leader of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, from 
Sept. 14 to 16. 

He said Barzani and Tala- 
bani, whose groups have 
veered from close alliance 
to bloody strife, may meet 
after tbe official U.S. talks 
are concluded. 

“We want to foster coop- 
eration.” Rubin said. “Over 
tbe past six months, the 
Kurdish parties have made 
excellent progress working 
together to resolve practical 
problems. Since February, 
they have held more than 
20 joint leadership meet- 
ings." The United States, 
with Turkey and Britain, 
has spearheaded several 
initiatives to end hostilities 


between the factions, which 
agreed a ceasefire last year 
after a round of fighting in 
which Turkish troops inter- 
vened on behalf of the KDP 
forces. 

“They may now be ready 
to make significant 
progress towards a perma- 
nent reconciliation, one that 
is fully consistent with 
Iraq's territorial integrity,” 

‘Reconciliation 
fully consistent 
with Iraq’s 
territorial 
integrity’ 

Rubin said. 

He said the leaders were 
invited during a visit to the 
rugged, mountainous Kur- 
dish region of northern Iraq 
by Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary Welch in July, when 
“both parties asked us to do 
what we could to encourage 
this dialogue." The two fac- 
tions have controlled an 
enclave in northern Iraq 
since the region fell from 
Baghdad's control shortly 


after the 1991 Gulf war and 
the United States is keen to 
shore up any resistance to 
President Saddam Hussein 
in Baghdad. 

Rubin said one aim of the 
visits was to discuss pro- 
viding humanitarian help 
for toe Iraqi Kurds, who 
have had no benefit from 
toe oil-for-food deal 
between Iraq and toe Unit- 
ed Nations allowing sale of 
some Iraqi oil for food and 
medical supplies. 

“Working together with 
the U.N., the Kurds are 
ready to begin rebuilding 
their infrastructure — 
schools, roads, electricity, 
etc," Rubin said. 

“In extraordinarily diffi- 
cult circumstances, they are 
working to cooperate with 
toe international communi- 
ty. And we hope that they 
will have a chance to talk to 
a wide spectrum of people 
in Washington and real 
leaders will be heard from," 
he said. 

The main bones of con- 
tention between toe long- 
time rivals are a lucrative 
diesel fuel trade with 
TYirkey and toe regional 
capital Erbii, both under 
KDP control. 


Majati denies quotation on 'unretumed Jordanian lands’ 


AMMAN (J.T.l — Former 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali on Wednesday 
denied he said Israel still 
re tains -400 square kilome- 
tres of Jordanian land. 

“Jordanian rights have 
been returned in full. ..and 
we have fully regained our 
land and water” Majali told 
Petra, the national news 


agency, in a telephone inter- 
view from Tunis. 

Majali was quoted in Sun- 
day’s London-based Arabic 
daily Al Hayai as saying 
Israel still holds 400-square 
kilometres of Jordanian 
land, in a lecture he gave in 
Tunis. According to an offi- 
cial, requesting anonymity, 
the former prime minister 


was misquoted. “(Majalij 
was talking about the fact 
thar Israel had occupied 400- 
square kilometre (before the 
signing of tbe 19 94 Jordan- 
i an- Israeli peace treaty!, but 
have now been returned.” 

"It was a misquote on 
behalf of the paper,” the offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 


Khatami seeks peaceful settlement to Taleban crisis 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran said Wednesday that it was 
seeking a peaceful resolution of its conflict with the 
Taleban in Afghanistan and called on foe United 
States not to interfere in the affairs of foe region. 

President Mohammad Khatami, at a meeting here 
with visiting Greek Foreign Minister Theodore Pan- 
galos, said be “understood” U.S. concern about the 
possibility of an outbreak of war between Iran and 
the Taleban. 

Bur be pledged that Tehran would do ns “utmost to 
get fois problem resolved peacefully through negoti- 
ations.” 

“It is very surprising that foe Americans voice con- 
cern about foe developments on our eastern border,” 
state radio quoted Khatami as saying. 

“Undoubtedly we are more concerned about foe 
security of our region than foe Americans are," he 
<aid- 

“We understand their concerns about the outbreak 
of war, but we are deeply suspicious of how sincere 
their concerns are,” be said 

“They become worried when we woric to ensure 
our security, but they take the liberty to launch mis- 
siles from afar and kill innocent people ” foe presi- 
dent said, referring to the U.S. attack last month on a 
pharmaceutical factory in Sudan and alleged terror- 
ist bases of Saudi dissident Osama Ben Laden in 
eastern Afghanistan. 

The attack came in retaliation for Ben Laden’s 
alleged role in the bombings of U.S. embassies in 
Nairobi and Tanzania. 

Tbs United States on Tuesday warned Iran not to 
attack Afghanistan, urging it to use dialogue to 
resolve tensions with toe Taleban. which controls 


most of foe war-tom country and provides shelter to 
Ben Laden. 

That Iran has “deployed significant numbers of 
troops and equipment” along its bonier with 
Afghanistan is “a matter of serious concern,” said 
U.S. State Department spokesman James Rubin. 

“We are watching closely. We are urging restraint 
by all sicks,” said Rubin. “Afghanistan's neighbours 
must respect its borders and refrain from interfering 
in its internal affairs." 

Jt was toe second such warning issued to Iran by 
the United States in a week. 

While seeking a peaceful settlement, Khatami 
vowed Iran “will never tolerate insecurity at its bor- 
ders or be indifferent to tbe fate of our nationals, 
especially diplomats, taken hostage in violation of 
international law. 

“We cannot open our borders to bandits, criminals 
and drug traffickers. Defending our border security 
and the lives of our citizens is our natural and legal 
right,” he said. “We exercise our rights in whichever 
way that serves our interests.” 

Iran has mounted pressure on toe Taleban to 
release 10 diplomats and a journalist allegedly taken 
hostage in a Taleban raid on ban’s consulate in 
Mazar-e- Sharif, northern Af ghanistan, which the 
Taleban seized last month. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi warned 
Tuesday that his counoy “could resort to any option 
to get the diplomats released.” 

Iran accuses toe United States and Pakistan of 
using toe Taleban to further their interests in the 
region and curtail Iran’s historical influence in 

A fghanistan 


Although last month’s U.S. missile attack generat- 
ed a sense of relief at least in some circles, suspicions 
have grown here over foe role of foe United States in 
Afg hanistan. 

“Maybe some thought that America has distanced 
itself from the Taleban after witnessing the militia’s 
acts of savagery and its support for Osama Ben 
Laden,” Iran’s state radio said. 

“But toe recent U.S. positions have left no doubt 
that Washington still sees the Taleban as a strategic 
ally to further its aims in the region," it charged 

The radio challenged foe United Stales to clarify its 
stand towards the militia's “criminal behaviour." 

“America should shed light on its due position 
with respect to tbe recent developments in 
Afghanistan — tbe ethnic cleansing and widespread 
violation of human rights,” it said 

“The U.S. government should explain to the world 
why it implicitly supports or al least keeps silent 
before toe criminal acts committed by the Taleban. 

“.America has closed its eyes to the kidnapping of 
Iranian diplomats, and it even refuses to confirm it,” 
it complained. 

The U.S. spokesman was careful to specify he- was 
nor confirming foe Iranian allegations of foe abduc- 
tions. '‘Holding diplomats is unacceptable” and — < if 
they have been detained — Iranian diplomats must 
be freed, he said 

The radio also charged that toe United States had 
“implicitly recognised the Taleban by asking Iran to 
negotiate with toe infamous group." 

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and toe United States are 
the only countries which have recognised the Tale- 
ban as the legitimate- ruler of Afghanistan. 


I 
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Security Council moves closer to 
suspending Iraq sanctions review 



EGYPTIAN, LEBANESE PRIME MINISTERS MEET: Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kama! Ganzouri (L) and Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri chat during a 
meeting Wednesday. Hariri began a two-day visit expected to focus on MiddJe'East 
peace and economic ties between both countries (Reuters photo) . 

Pentagon refuses to provide 
updates on U.S. strikes 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Council has 
fine-tuned a resolution that 
would punish Iraq for freez- 
ing cooperation with U-N. 
inspectors by suspending 
periodic reviews of economic 
sanctions. 

The council is expected to 
vote on the measure later this 
week, diplomats said. 

France wants the resolution 
to call for the U.N. chief to 
report to the council as soon 
us possible on the status of 
Iraq's overall disarmament, 
diplomats said. Russia backed 
the French effort in consulta- 
tions Tuesday. 

That report could set the 
stage for a comprehensive 
review of sanctions, which 
the resolution’s sponsors, the 
United States and Britain, 
have agreed to as a conces- 
sion to other permanent coun- 


Peres 
calls for 
Palestinian 
state to 
avoid a 
‘new Bosnia 9 

MADRJD (AP) — Former 
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres called Tuesday for cre- 
ation of a Rriestinian state to 
avoid the kind of strife that 
ravaged Bosnia. 

Peres was widely credited 
with engineering the Oslo 
peace accords signed with the 
PLO in 1993, and shared the 
Nobel fcace Prize with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat a year later. 

“We must have a Palestinian 
state." Peres told a press con- 
ference in Madrid ‘It’s better 
to build two states and be 
friends than build one and 
become enemies lor the rest of 
our lives." Peres said an eco- 
nomically viable Palestinian 
stare is the best way to achieve 
peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Otherwise, one tragic alter- 
native would "a new Bosnia." 
he said 

Peres spoke after attending a 
ceremony setting up a so- 
called Foundation for the 
Three Cultures (Muslim. Jew- 
ish and Christian) in the south- 
ern city of Seville. 

Peres stressed that ties 
between Israel and a future 
Palestinian state could not be 
those of a rich country with a 
very poor one. 

"Israel needs a developed 
Palestinian stale because oth- 
erwise die economic differ- 
ences will intensify the con- 
flict," Peres said 


ril members Russia. France 
and China. The last three are 
generally more sympathetic 
to Iraq. 

A revised draft circulating 
Tuesday, however, said no 
such comprehensive review 
would occur until after Iraq 
rescinds its Aug. 5 decision to 
freeze cooperation with U.N. 
inspectors. A comprehensive 
review could result in the 
council acknowledging some 
progress in the United 
Nations' 8-year-old effort to 
disarm Iraq. 

U.N. arms experts must cer- 
tify that Iraq has destroyed its 
long-range missiles and 
chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons before the 
council will lift sanctions, 
imposed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, sparking the 
Gulf war. 

Without the regular 60-day 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A gun-toting Israeli 
eluded security at 
Jerusalem’s Western Wall 
after police shut off metal 
detectors to appease rabbis 
demanding strict observance 
of the Sabbath at Judaism's 
holiest site, police said on 
Wednesday. 

A police spokesman con- 
firmed a Maariv newspaper 
report that security officers 
routinely disconnected 
detectors on the Sabbath — 
from dusk on Friday to sun- 
down on Saturday — under 
pressure from religious 
caretakers at the wall. 

The report said the Israeli 
man entered the wall cora- 


KUWAJT CITY (AFP) — 
An Iraqi Kurdish leader 
charged in an interview pub- 
lished Wednesday that Bagh- 
dad was hiding Kuwaiti 
POWs for use as bargaining 
chips in future efforts to mend 
fences with its Gulf Arab 
neighbours. 

“Iraq intends to use this 
[POWs] file to improve rela- 
tions with Kuwait and other 
Gulf states at a later stage," 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) leader Jala! Talabani 
told the Kuwaiti newspaper 
AJ Rai A1 Aam. 

"Our information is that the 
POWs are still alive and are 
being transferred from jail to 
jail in Iraq.” he added. 

Kuwaiti newspapers, quot- 


re views. Iraq has no means to 
have sanctions lifted. 

While the scope and frame- 
work of the comprehensive 
review remain unclear, some 
council members say it is vital 
to restore the working rela- 
tionship between Iraq and 
inspectors from the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission. 

“We should assess the work 
of UN S COM. what progress 
they made in what kind of 
areas," said China's deputy 
ambassador Shen Guo fang. 
“If they made some progress, 
then we should give some 
response to the progress.” The 
latest draft resolution includes 
softer language on Baghdad's 
decision to end its coopera- 
tion with inspectors. 

Instead of calling the move 
a “clear and flagrant viola- 
tion” of Iraq's obligations, the 
new draft speaks of a “totally 


tre gun and left without 
causing any trouble. 

Jewish religious law pro- 
hibits operating electronic 
devices on the Sabbath. 

The police only learned of 
the incident after the gun- 
carrier wrote a letter of com- 
plaint after making it past 
security guards unchecked. 

The Western Wall is a sen- 
sitive area in Israeli-Pales- 
tinian relations because of 
its proximity to the Temple 
Mount, Islam's third holiest 
site. Police have recendy 
decided to beef up security 
in the area. 

The wall, also known as 
the Wailing Wail, is a rent- 


ing Jordanian sources, have 
said Iraq's President Saddam 
Hussein is using the POWs to 
force the emirate to back 
down on demands for com- 
pensation for the Iraqi occu- 
pation of August 1 990 to Feb- * 
ruary 1991. 

Kuwait has repeatedly 
demanded clarifications over 
the fate of 600 people missing 
or believed to be detained in 
Iraq since the 1991 Gulf war 
which ended the occupation. 

Baghdad has admitted that 
Iraqi soldiers arrested an 
unspecified number of people 
when they withdrew from 
Kuwait, but says it lost track 
of them after a Shiite Muslim 
rebellion which broke out at 
the end of the war. 


unacceptable contravention.” 
U.S. Ambassador Bill 
Richardson said Tuesday that 
if the suspension of regular 
sanctions reviews failed to 
force Iraq to comply, Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan 
should get personally 
involved to break the impasse. 

Annan in February bro- 
kered an accord that allowed 
inspectors to visit presidential 
palaces which Iraq had 
declared off limits. 

Because Iraq has repudiated 
Annan’s accord, ‘T believe 
that sometime soon he should 
actively consider personal 
diplomacy: going back to 
Baghdad and saying ‘you vio- 
lated my agreement and this 
is intolerable',” Richardson 
said 

“His prestige is on the line, 
too." Richardson said 


riant of the outer retaining 
wall from the second temple 
destroyed roughly 2,000 
years ago. The site draws 
thousands of people to 
prayer on major Jewish hol- 
idays. 

Armed Jewish settler 
Baruch Goldstein entered a 
mosque in the West Bank 
city of Hebron in 1994, 
killing 29 Palestinian wor- 
shippers before being beaten 
to death by survivors. 

The spokeswoman said 
police were considering 
alternative ways of screen- 
ing visitors to the wall that 
would not violate the Sab- 
bath but would not elabo- 
rate. 


Talabani also told the 
Kuwaiti newspaper of U.S. 
proposals to set up a new joint 
administration in northern 
Iraq, which is controlled by 
rival Kurdish factions in defi- 
ance of Baghdad 

The interview came shortly 
before planned U.S.-spon- 
sored peace talks in Washing- 
ton between Talabani and his 
rival, Massud Barzani who 
heads the Kurdistan Democ- 
ratic Party (KDPl. 

Both sides have voiced will- 
ingness for reconciliation at 
the planned Washington talks, 
which will see the two leaders 
brought together after a 
week's private mediation by 
U.S. State Department offi- 
cials. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Pentagon's spokesman 
declined to provide updates 
Tuesday on the results of die 
U.S. missile strikes in 
Afghanistan and Sudan last 
month, saying the administra- 
tion intends to maintain “a 
fairly tight clamp' 9 on such 
information. 

Asked how effective the 
strikes were and whether the 
government knew the where- 
abouts of Saudi Islamist 
Osama Ben Laden in the 
wake of the hits against his 
training camps. Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon 
replied, Tm not prepared to 
answer any of those ques- 
tions." 

In August the United States 
unleashed a barrage of Toma- 
hawk cruise missiles into sites 
in Afghanistan and Sudan in 
retaliation for the bombings 
of two U.S. embassies in 
Africa that killed 258 people 
and wounded thousands. 

In Afghanistan, two alleged 
terrorist training camps were 
hit Aug. 20. including one 
believed to have been operat- 
ed by Ben Laden. A factory in 


Sudan also was struck. Offi- 
cials said it was attacked 
because of “convincing” evi- 
dence it contained a sub- 
stance used to create deadly 
VX nerve gas. 

At the time, Pentagon offi- 
cials refused to say how many 
missiles were used in the 
strikes, or even which mili- 
tary service conducted them, 
let alone how effective they 
might have been. On Tues- 
day. Bacon said that stance 
would continue. 

“I think that everybody can 
appreciate that one aspect of 
this operation was to retain a 
fairly tight clamp on informa- 
tion. both... before the opera- 
tion began and also after the 
operation took place” the 
spokesman said. 

“There's a strong feeling 
within this building, and 
within the administration 
generally, that in this brave 
new world of terrorism where 
we can expect greater chal- 
lenges from terrorist organi- 
zations around the world, that 
we need to probably say less 
when we do more." But when 
asked to clarify questions that 


have .been raised about asser- 
tions made by government 
officials shortly after the’ 
strikes — that Ben Laden had 
an ownership stake in the 
Sudan factory and that it did 
not make medicines — 
Bacon at first sent questioners 
elsewhere. 

“I think that I should let the 
intelligence community talk 
about the intelligence, and I 
invite you to address those 
questions to the appropriate 
people," he said. 

The spokesman did confirm 
a report in the New York 
Times last week that Defense 
Secretary William Cohen said 
he learned three days after the 
strike that the Sudan factory 
did produce medicines. 

Even so. Bacon insisted the 
plant “does make EMPTA,” a 
precursor substance for VX 
nerye gas. On the question of 
financial ties, he said. “We do 
believe that there is some 
financial arrangement' 
between Osama Ben Laden 
and dements in Sudan, possi- 
bly those related to this 
plant." 


Israel says 

Russian 

Jews 

seeking 

immigration 

advice 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Spurred by Russia’s 
economic crisis, Russian 
Jews are lining up to seek 
advice and infonnation about 
immigration to Israel, an offi- 
cial in Jerusalem said Tues- 
day. 

The lines at the offices of 
the Jewish Agency in 
Moscow and other cities in 
the farmer Soviet republics 
are so long that the agency 
officials have begun briefing 
the people in groups instead 
of individually, Jewish 
Agency official Amos Lahat 
said 

The Jewish Agency is a 
semi-official body based in 
Israel that promotes immigra- 
tion by Jews living abroad. 
Lahat is head of the depart- 
ment dealing with the Jews in 
most of the former Soviet 
Union. 

‘Tm not saying there’s a 
wave of hysteria,” Lahat told 
\Israel radio, “but a process 
has begun and it will gather 
impetus” He said Jews from 
Siberia and the Far East as 
well as from Moscow and 
other big cities were asking 
about how to register for 
Hebrew language courses and 
where to settle in Israel 
On Monday die Israeli gov- 
ernment adopted a contin- 
gency plan for absorbing a 
new wave of immigrants, if 
there is one. 

Trade and Industry Minister 
Natan Sharansky, who recent- 
ly visited Russia, said, “T got 
the feeling that the self-confi- 
dence of die Jews in Russia in 
their ability to make a living 
has been shaken." Israel 
believes if the economic crisis 
continues, the flow of immi- 
grants from Russia and the 
other former Soviet republics 
could swell from about 
50,000 a year to 80,000 or 
even 120,000, Immigration 
and Absorption Minister Yuli 
Edelstein said. 

Sharansky and Edelstein 
are themselves immigrants 
from the former Soviet 
Union. 

Under the plan, officials are 
pinpointing cities, towns and 
villages in Israel where bous- 
ing and jobs are available far 
immigrants, and increasing 
public housing for immi- 
grants. 

Also, places are to be made 
available at Hebrew language 
schools, and Russian-speak- 
ing immigrants who have 
already settled in Israel are to 
be enlisted to help newcomers 
adjust 


Rebel Kurds attack villages 
despite ceasefire — report 


ANKARA (AFP) — Separatist Kurdish 
rebels have attacked two villages in eastern 
Turkey, killing one person and injuring 
three, despite their declaration of a cease- 
fire of last week, the Anatolia news agency 
reported Wednesday. 

The attacks took place in Tofcat province 
on Tuesday night after which the rebels 
from the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
fled, the agency quoted security officials as 
saying. 

In a related development, Turkish troops 
killed six PKK members in three Tuesday 


clashes in the southeastern ^ provinces of 
Van. Diyarbakir and Batman, government 
authorities told Anatolia Wednesday. 

PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan in late 
August declared an unconditional ceasefire 
as of September I in the 14-year-old war 
with Turkish government forces, urging 
Ankara to agree to talks with his group for 
an end to the country's Kurdish problem. 

But Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz swiftly 
dismissed Ocalan's ceasefire offer, saying 
the government would never accept the 
rebel leader as a negotiating partner. 


No guns at Western Wall 
— except on the Sabbath 

pound with a nme-millime- 


‘Saddam hiding Kuwaiti POWs 
for use as bargaining chips’ 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Canoon — Animated 

Hero Gussies 

15:30 ..Cdtooii — The Animal far* 
16:00 .....Doc. — L- Eerie des Fans 

16-JO Doc. — Blue Water 

Dream in? 

17:00 ..." -...NBA 

18:15 . — Sliders 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — 
(L’oeuf De Colombi 

19:30 News Headlines 

19-35 ..Comedy — Family Matters 

20:00 The Great Romances 

2030 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 Oprah Winfrey 

22:00 .News in English 

2230 ..Feature film — “Manhatten 
Moonshine" 

23:59 Comedy — Can't Hurry 

Love? 

0030 EndofTX 

Friday Programmes 
15:10 Canoon — The Adventures 
of Teddy Ruxpin 

1530 .The Borrower* 

16:00 Feature film — “Blood 
River' 

18:15 French quiz show - Les 
Cles de Fort Boyard 

29:00... ...Le Journal 

19:15 ..French Programme — 
.Alio La Terre 

1930 .News Headlines 

1935 ...Comedy — The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air 
20:00 ..-Life on the Digital Edge 
2030 Doc — The Seven Won- 
ders of the World 

2J;10 - _. Babylon-5 

22:00 .....News in English 


2230 BigSkvfEp.4) 

2339 End of TX. 

PRAYER TIMES 

0432 .Fajr 

06:11 (Sunrise} Duha 

1233 .....Dhuhr 

16:06 Wsr 

1834 Maghreb 

20:13 Tsha 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL A£rem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5S65897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL Joim the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 


Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
dip slightly during the week- 
end with hot weather condi- 
tions prevailing and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be hot, winds 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman 

23/35 

27/40 


,.20/38 

Jordan Valley 

26/40 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Amman 38. Aqaba 42 

Humidity readings: 

Amman 

20 per cent Aqaba 

26 per 

cent. 


Following ore the highest tem- 

peratures expected today in the 

following areas: 


Ajloun 

.....29 


35 

UroQays 

35 

Madaba 

34 

Petra 

37 

Dead Seas 

43 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De. FadlAJ Khatib ......586W56 

Dc Ghazi AbuShDdran —4752405 

De Mnkhles Habseh 5519220 

Dr. Rafai Sukkar 5856457 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy' 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy.. _463 7055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
A1 Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4637660 

N^jib pharmacy 5347632 

1RBID: 

Dc Amin Abu Tdah 244468 

AI Qnds pharmacy ( — J 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Issa Omari 901266 

KhaJifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.... .463 7 1 1 1 
Gvi! Ctefence Department _5661 1 1 ! 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue - 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
fescue Pblice 192.4621 1 11.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police..,.. 5343402 

Traffic Police. .4896390 

Public Security DcpL.._463U32 1 

Hotel Complaints.- 5605800 

Price Complaints..- 25661 176 

Wjer&SewmCorpbias ^489/467 
Amman Municipality Com' 

plaints ..47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 


ry assistance) 12! 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .’ .47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority -58156 1 5 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Right Information..44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heat and Spe- 
cial Smgay 5921199 

The Islamic. AUili 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Tel. 
5856856 

Licnula -.,„4630195 

Khulidi MaterTriiy......46442S l/fi 

Akilch Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....560707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital ....5669131 
University Hospital ....2*353444 
Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

A!-Ahli. Abdali .5664 1 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn —4777101/3 

Al-Bashir- .47751 1 1/26 

.Army, Marka 489161 1/15 

Queen AJia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zuiqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

..(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (091986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


(RB0D: 

Princess 

Bosnia Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

f0^1' r 7'»27S 

Ibn Al 

Nafccs 

Hospital 

AQABA; 

(02)247100 

Princess 

(03)3(4(11 

Hava 

Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights arc 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


09:45 New Delhi (RJ.) 

10:00 Bombay (RJ) 

10:00 Sanaa (RJ) 

IfeflS ......Dhahnin, Riyadh (RJ) 

I0i20 Bahrain (RJ) 

10:25 , Beirut (RJ) 

10 >10 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 .Colombo (RJ) 

13:15 Muscat (add) (RJ) 

15:55 New Yotk. Amsterdam (RJj 

17:30 London (RJ) 

18:45 -..Kuwait (RJ) 

19:10 -Athens (RJ) 

19:20 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

19-.45 Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain (RJ) 


23:55 -Lamaca. (RJ) 

23:59 Doha (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:55 Dubai (EJC) 

UtOO - Kuwait (KU) 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:10 Shariqah (AH) 

15:40 Doha (QR) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:00 Paris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 — Cairo (MS) 

21:10 London t.BA) 

23:20 — Istanbul (TK) 

23:35 -Lamaca (CY) 

00:05 — Moscow (SU) 

01:15 ..Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

04:20 .Tunis (TU) 

05:20 Antalia (TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

10120 Aqaba (arriving al QAIA 

and proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport on Thursday and Friday I 
(RW) 

20:20 -Tel Aviv (arriving 

ar QAIA on Fridav onlv). 

(RW, ' ' 

22i35 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QA IA on Thursday only, ( RW, 
23:25 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

11:35 ...Al' Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJj 
1 1:55 .Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12:15 .—..Tunis. Casablanca <Rj, 


12:20 .... Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:45 — Kuwait (RJ) 

13:10 .Paris (RJ) 

13:30 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 -.London (RJ) 

IS: 10 Doha (RJ) 

20:35 .............. -Lamaca (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 Dubai (RJ) 

00:30 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 

07:50 Frankfurt (LH) 

08:20 — London (BA) 

0935 — Dubai (EK) 

09:55 Damascus, Dubai (RJ) 

12:00 -Kuwait (KU) 

14:30 .Riyadh (SV) 

15.-00 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

16:00 —Armabah, Algiers (AH) 

16:30 -Doha(QR) 

20:00 Beirut (ME) 

21: JO Tel Aviv (LY) 

22.-00 Cairo (MS) 

01:30 — - Moscow (SU) 

02:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

05:20 Beirut, Tunis (TU) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

09 JO Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

20:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA — 
on Thursday only) (RW) 

21:30 Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
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Home News 

Development should be based on equitable 
resource distribution — Princess Basma 


By Bzod-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — To decrease 
the ever-growing gap 
between rich and poor, 
human development should 
be based on consumption 
patterns of shared resources, 
equity, and social responsi- 
bility, said HRH Princess 
Basma at the launching of 
die 1998 Human Develop- 
ment Report in Amman on 
Wednesday. 

princess Basma, United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme human develop- 
ment ambassador, said: **We 
all have to work on decreas- 
ing discrepancies in society 
in issues such as water and 
civil rights for both men and 
women. Human develop- 
ment is a partnership among 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions, civil society and gov- 
ernment.” 

The annual report focuses 
this year on the theme of 
global consumption and 
points out that world con- 
sumption reached $24 tril- 
lion in 1998. 

“The richest 20 per cent of 
the world’s population 
accounts for 86 per cent of 
total private consumption. 
The poorest 20 per cent 
account for only 13 pier 


cent,” said UNDP Resident 
Representative in Jordan 
Jotgen Lissner. 

The report ranks develop- 
ing and industrialised coun- 
tries according to the 
Human Development Index 
(HDD, which is based on 
three socio-economic indi- 
cators: life expectancy, adult 
literacy, and per capita 
income. 

Jordan is classified as a 
medium human develop- 
ment country, ranking 87 
out of 174 countries. “Jor- 
dan has shown tremendous 
progress in life expectancy. 
Compared to 1960. when 
the average life expectancy 
was 55 years, it is now 69,” 
said Planning Minister 
Nabil Amman. 

The adult literacy indica- 
tor shows that 93 per cent of 
Jordanian males are literate, 
as opposed to 79 per cent of 
females. 

“The government should 
put more effort in pushing 
for an increase in the aver- 
age literacy rate for both 
men and women,” Amman 
told the Jordan Times. 

Per capita income in Jor- 
dan stands at $1,600. 
Amman explained though 
that for comparative purpos- 
es among countries, die pur- 


chasing power parity is 
used. 

“We take the differences 
in prices between countries. 
If we were to compare Jor- 
dan to the United Stares 
using this parity, Jordan's 
per capita income would 
amount to $4,100. 

Despite ibe country’s high 
literacy and life expectancy 
ratings, Jordan’s per capita 
income continues to be low 
and has affected its HD] 
ranking. 

Jordan this year dropped 
three places from last year, 
with Canada remaining in 
the lead for the second con- 
secutive year. B ahrain 
ranked the highest among 
Arab countries. 

“The HDI is subject to 
fine statistical adjustments 
in its socio-economic indi- 
cators. Jordan’s score has 
barely changed, it is just that 
two or three other countries 
have improved more,” Liss- 
ner said. 

According to official sta- 
tistics. 25 per cent of the Jor- 
danian population lives 
below the absolute poverty 
line, with less than 10 per 
cent living in abject poverty. 
In response to these figures, 
the government has been 
implementing the Social 


Productivity Programme to 
fight poverty and unemploy- 
ment 

“The first phase focuses 
on alleviating poverty 
through assistance under the 
National Aid Fund, rehabili- 
tating the unemployed poor, 
and extending loans,” 
Amman said. 

The causes of poverty are 
addressed by enhancing the 
productivity of the poor 
through education, health, 
infrastructure, technology, 
micro-finance, and good 
governance, the minister 
added. 

The report adds that 1.3 
billion people live on less 
than $1 a day. It warns that 
availability of goods and 
services in the past three 
decades have simultaneous- 
ly resulted in historic gains 
in human development and 
dangerous threats. 

The Human Development 
Report 1998 recommended 
a guarantee of minimum 
consumption rights for all. A 
call was made for more 
social responsibility towards 
sustainable consumption, 
and a change in negative 
consumption attitudes and 
trends which were seen 10 
be at the expense of the 
poor. 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, September 10-11, 1998 

United Nations fund grants Jordan 
$800,000 for population projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Wednesday signed two 
agreements with the United 
Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA) under 
which the Kingdom will 
receive $800,000 in aid to 
promote population projects. 

The grant is part of UNFPA 
assistance worth a total of $4 
million for the years 1998 
through 2002 . 

One of the agreements will 
support programmes under 
the National Population Strat- 


egy while the other will sup- 
port government pro- 
grammes in population-relat- 
ed fields. 

According to Abdul Razzaq 
Bani Hanl Planning Ministry 
secretary general, who signed 
the agreements on behalf of 
Jordan, the two agreements 
'will provide assistance to a 
total of four projects being 
carried out by the Lower 
House's Population and 
Development Committee, the 
National Population Commit- 


tee, Princess Basma 
Women’s Resource Centre 
and the Information Ministry. 

Representatives of these 
institutions attended die sign- 
ing ceremony along with 
UNFPA representatives. 

Bani Hani said these pro- 
grammes are designed to help 
implement the National Pop- 
ulation Strategy, which aims 
at reducing the rate of popula- 
tion growth, dealing with the 
problem of poverty, tackling 
the effects of population 


growth on economic and 
social development as well as 
the environment and natural 
resources, and enhancing ser- 
vices in the field of reproduc- 
tive health. 

The UNFPA has since 1976 
granted Jordan $16 million 
which financed projects con- 
nected with population 
issues, education, and pro- 
duction of radio and televi- 
sion programmes dealing 
with population and develop- 
ment questions. 


UNRWA advisory council 
to review draft report 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Advisory Council of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency will hold a 
meeting in Amman on Sept. 
28 to review a draft report 
to be submitted to the U.N. 
General Assembly later this 
year by the agency’s Com- 
missioner. General Peter 
Hansen. 

Hansen is also expected 
to submit s report on his 
efforts to -secure sufficient 
funding -for UNRWA, 
which, provides, .education- 
al health and social ser- 
vices to . Palestinian 
refugees in its fields of 
operations in Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

At present, UNRWA 
faces a $65 million deficit 
in its $314 million budget 
for this year. 

The agency’s advisory 
council groups Jordan, 
Syria, . Lebanon, Egypt, 
France, Turkey, Britain, 
Belgium, the U.S. and 
Japan, in addition to the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation. 

In 1997, UNRWA 
received about $260 mil- 
lion out of a $312 million 
budget in contributions 
from donor countries, 
according to agency 
sources. Since 1992, the 
agency has run short in 
donor contributions to 
cover its budget, thus forc- 
ing it to adopt cost reduc- 
tion measures including 


suspending teacher recruit- 
ment, cancelling hospitali- 
sation programmes and 
reducing international staff 
by 15 per cent, they added. 

UNRWA workers in 
August announced plans to 
stage a one-day stnke this 
month to protest what they 
said was the agency’s fail- 
ure to heed their demands 
for better working condi- 
tions and pay increases. 

According to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the 
committees representing 
the various sectors of 
employees working for the 
agency are also seeking 
better working conditions, 
an end to the freeze on 
appointments and better 
employment termination 
benefits. 

Petra quoted UNRWA 
sources Tuesday as saying 
that Hansen plans to meet 
with the representatives of 
these committees in 
Amman on SepL 23 and 
chat the meeting has been 
arranged by Palestinian 
Affairs Department Direc- 
tor Ibrahim Badran. 

UNRWA, which was set 
up after die 1948 Arab- 
Israeli war to offer basic 
educational and health ser- 
vices to refugees, currently 
employs some 22,000 peo- 
ple. More than 6,000 of 
these work in Jordan, 
which hosts an estimated 
1.2 million refugees, 
almost 40 per cent of die 
total number. 


what’s going on 


X3TH ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

* Two films entitled “Isotta" and “Festival” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Thursday at 5:00 pun. and 8:00 pm respectively. 

* Two films entitled. “Festival” and “H grande cocomero" (The 
Great Pumpkin 1 ) at the Royal Cultural Centre on Saturday SepL 12, 
at 5:00 pm and 8:00 pjn. respectively. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Les Cite's d’ Artistes a Paris” at 
the premises of the Association of the Jordanian Plasoc Artists, 
JabalWrabdeiL until SepL 30. 

* Paintings by fraji artists Ismail Sheikhfy, Suzanne Sheikhly, and 
KhaKd Qassab entitled Pioneers of the Fifties” at Orfali Art Gallery, 
Umm Uthtina, until SepL 21 (TeL 5526932). 

•Paintings by Rnlq S hnkair y at the French Cultural Centre. Jabal 
Amman, until SepL 30. 

* Exhibition of wrought iron furniture by Jordanian artist Salim A1 
Bandak at Al Baidar Hall, Kan Zaman village (TeL 586253 1 }, until 
SepL 17. 

pARATALFUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

<4 &wnnifif 98” cultural activities at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Wfeibdeh, 
to last until Sept 30, include: 

* Hm entitled “Jackson Pollock (I912-l956f on Thursday at 
630 pun. 

EXHIBmONS r __, . 

* 50 years of graphic art from Lebanon and wtxks by Jordanian 
artist Sahel Hiari at die Main House. 

* Wbdcs by Iraqi attisi Samer Usama and by Jordanian artist Said 
Haddadin at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Sauna Zaru at the Byzan- 
tine Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs “Memory of a Place” by Jordanian 
attist Hussein Da’seh at fee Museum. 


Jordanian, Palestinian 
officials discuss bilateral 
agriculture agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Jordan ian-Palestini an 
meeting Wednesday dis- 
cussed means of develop- 
ing the bilateral agricul- 
tural agenda into a full- 
fledged agreement and 
the foundation of Pales- 
tinian agricultural legisla- 
tion. 

Underlining the unique- 
ness of Jordan-Palestine 
relations through the role 
of common interests and 
shared goals. Agriculture 
Minister Mijhem 

Khreisha and his Palestin- 
ian counterpart Hikmat 
Zeid discussed the two 
countries’ agenda and 
ways of turning it into an 
agreement 

Khreisha said the min- 
istry would provide the 
Palestinian side with Jor- 
danian technical experi- 
ence, as recommended by 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, to 
help develop their own 
agricultural legislation. 

Discussion also covered 


the issue of certificates of 
origin for Palestinian 
agricultural produce pass- 
ing through Jordan to 
other Arab markets. 

Meanwhile, both sides 
agreed to hold a trilateral 
meeting to be attended by 
specialists .from Jordan. 
Palestine and Israel to 
define a mechanism to 
implement agricultural 
agreements signed by the 
three sides and facilitate 
commercial exchanges of 
agricultural products 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority. 

Attending the meeting 
were Agriculture Ministry 
Secretary General 

Hashem Sboul, Agricul- 
tural Marketing Coopera- 
tion General Manager 
Salem Lawzi, Palestinian 
envoy to Jordan Omar 
Khatib and officials from 
both ministries in Jordan 
and Palestine. 

Zeid invited Khreisha to 
visit the Palestinian terri- 
tories. 



PRINCE F1RAS MEETS WITH IRBID GROUPS: HRH Prince Firas Ben Ra'd.His 
Majesty King Hussein's adviser for health affairs, meets with representatives of 
voluntary and social committees in Irbid. Prince Firas assured Irbid residents of 
King Hussein's good health and said he finished the third session of medical treat- 
ment Prince Firas added that the needy should be accorded distinguished care 
(Petra photo) 


State universities to admit 454 
community college graduates 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jor- 
dan’s state-run 

universities will admit 
454 community college 
graduates to allow them 
to continue their higher 
education during .1998- 
1999 academic year, an 
official said Wednesday. 

Walid Maani, bead of 
the Coordination and 
Admissions Committee 
for Jordanian 

Universities, told a press 
conference that the 
acceptance of the com- 
munity college graduates 
was in line with a govern- 
ment-sponsored policy 
enabling excelling stu- 
dents to continue studies 
in specialisations in mar- 
ket demand. 


The 454 students are ih 
addition to the 1 8,000 
students who will enrol at 
state universities this 
year, Maani said. 

Maani added that a total 
of 2.389 community col- 
lege students, including 
395 who graduated this 
year, applied for seats at 
state universities. 

The universities 

reserved 750 seats for 
them, but the committee 
only chose the 454 who 
met the set requirements. 
These included 377 com- 
munity college graduates 
from this year and 77 
from previous years, he 
added. 

Giving a breakdown of 
the figures, Maani said 


the' University of Jordan 
will admit 104; Yarmouk 
University in Irbid, 82; 
Muta University in 
Karak, 74; Jordan Uni- 
versity for Science and 
Technology in Ramtfaa, 
27; Al Hashemieh Uni- 
versity in Zarqa, 38; Al al 
Bayt University in 
Mafraq. 32; and Balqa 
Applied University in 
Salt, 97. 

Maani, who is also act- 
ing president of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, said UJ 
will start registering the 
selected students on Sat- 
urday. He added that the 
remaining students can 
contact the other 
universities to register. 


Srour voices 

Jordan’s 

support for 

Islamic 

parliamentary 

union 


MOSCOW (Petra) — The 
speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament, Sa’d Hayel 
Srour, Wednesday met with 
the chaiiperson of the 
International Parliamentary 
Union (IPU). Miguel Mar- 
tinez. to discuss the union’s 
next meeting in Jordan in 
the year 2000 . 

Srour, currently attending 
the IPU meetings in 
Moscow, said he and Mar- 
tinez also discussed ways of 
encouraging the union to 
contribute to the ongoing 
efforts to reach a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle 
East. They also discussed 
urging delegations to press 
their respective nations to 
stimulate economic and 
technical cooperation 
between rich and poor coun- 
tries. 

Earlier Wednesday. Srour 
announced Jordan s support 
for the establishment of an 
Islamic parliamentary union 
in order to enhance coopera- 
tion between parliaments of 
Islamic countries. 

Srour announced Jordan's 
stand at an unofficial meet- 
ing by Islamic parliamen- 
tary delegations attending 
the Moscow conference to 
review the topics on the 
agenda. 

According to Srour, a 
number of Islamic parlia- 
ments have already set up a 
committee to develop a draft 
statute for such a union. 

He added that the commit- 
tee is due to hold a meeting 
in Tehran later this year to 
pave the way for practical 
steps to establish the pro- 
jected union. 


Traffic regulations having little impact on costly accident toll 


By Rana Hnsseini 

AMMAN — Two Jordanian 
women waiting at a bus stop on 
their way to a wedding died after 
being hit by a fuel tanker with 
failed brakes in the southern town 
of Tafilah this week. 

Five men and two children were 
injured in the same horrific inci- 
dent, reminiscent of thousands of 
tragic road accidents that continue 
to take the lives of innocent civil- 
ians in a country of 4.2 million 
people. 

One of the children lost both his 
legs. 

“Every time I get back to my 
home safely, my parents congratu- 
late me,” said U.S. -educated engi- 
neer Sahel Madi. 33, echoing ris- 
ing popular concern over road 
safety in Jordan. “Driving in 
Amman, especially in summer, has 
become a real nightmare.” 

In the first six months of this 
year. 270 people were killed and 
7,000 were injured in 19,000 road 
accidents across Jordan. 

A recent Traffic Department sur- 
vey showed that in 83.2 per cent of 
road accidents involving pedestri- 
ans, the drivers are at fault 

Most accidents occur because 
motorists ignore traffic rules, 
exceed speed limits, drive under 
the influence of alcohol and in the 
case of the generally poorly-main- 
tained public vehicle drivers, work 
long hours, the survey said. 

Decades of nationwide public 
and private efforts to crack down 
on soaring traffic-related accidents 
appear to have failed, mainly 
because of weak traffic legislation, 
badly-designed roads and intersec- 
tions and motorists’ lack of respect 
for traffic rules, officials and traf- 
fic safety experts say. 


The country’s rapid population 
growth, coupled with an increase 
in the num&r of vehicles on the 
road after the 1973 economic 
boom, has not matched city plan- 
ning schemes and the development 
of the road network, they added. 

In addition, the occasional dis- 
crimination in implementing laws 
vjs-^-vis violators and the relative- 
ly low fines given to violators 
committing serious offences such 
as running red lights (JD50) are 
other reasons behind increasing 
road accidents. 

“There is a traffic law and pun- 
ishments for violators,” said 
Mohammad Dabbas, president of 
the Society for the Prevention of 
Road Accidents. 

“But preventive measures, such 
as imposing higher fines against 
traffic violations and fining all vio- 
lators without regard to their status 
and position, are not being imple- 
mented properly by the Traffic 
Department” Dabbas told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“If the law is implemented prop- 
erly, people will think twice before 
committing a traffic violation," 
added Dabbas, a member of the 
society for over 20 years. 

He claimed that “certain people” 
intentionally violated traffic laws 
“because they come from well- 
known families or are rich and can 
afford paying the price of the tick- 
et” 

Dabbas also criticised many traf- 
fic educators for failing to respect 
laws. “They should be role mod- 
els. Instead, I notice that they often 
violate traffic rules.” 

Ironically, Dabbas said Jordani- 
ans driving in the West respect 
their laws, but “violated them 
when they return home.” 

In response to popular com- 


plaints of reckless driving and 
wrongful overtaking by many dri- 
vers of small public buses, author- 
ities last year began installing 
plainclothes traffic police on most 
trips in a bid to rein in the drivers. 

“Many times, these officers fine 
drivers for the way they are dri- 
ving or if they are taking more pas- 
sengers than authorised,” said 
Ibrahim Salhi, who frequently uses 

Adding to the bleak 
picture are figures 
showing that advanced 
nations loseione citizen 
in road accidents for 
every 10,000 vehicles, • 
while Jordan loses 16 
citizens annually for a 
similar number of 
• vehicles 

public buses plying the Amman- 
Zarqa highway, locally-dubbed 
“death highway.” 

Official figures for 1997 showed 
that public transport buses were 
responsible for 35 per cent of a 
total of 39,000 road accidents in 
Jordan. 

A total of 557 people died in 
accidents in 1997. up from 552 in 
1996. 

In addition to the human losses, 
officials estimate that Jordan annu- 
ally incurs JD100 million in mate- 
rial losses from road accidents — 
corresponding to 2.9 per cent of 
the country’s gross domestic prod- 
uct The figure is expected to 
increase to JD150 million by the 
year 2000 . 

Adding to the bleak picture are 
figures showing that advanced 


nations lose one citizen in road 
accidents for every 10,000 vehi- 
cles. while Jordan loses 16 citizens 
annually for a similar number of 
vehicles. 

Officials say it is too early to say 
if a five-month-old point system 
for traffic violators has helped 
reduce the road accidents problem. 
Under the regulations introduced 
in April, points are accrued against 
motorists for every major offence 
such as failing to stop at a traffic 
light or driving a car without a 
valid licence. 

The points are kept in individual 
files, and when drivers accumulate 
1 1 points, they are sent to a reha- 
bilitation course at the state-run 
driving school. If they reach 12 
points, their licences are revoked 
for two months. 

A new traffic law that includes 
tougher fines for offenders and 
bans people from using mobile 
phones while driving and from 
blocking roads during wedding 
and graduation processions is 
expected to be discussed by Parlia- 
ment when it reconvenes in its 
ordinary session later this year. 

Parliament will also look into a 
draft law to establish a higher traf- 
fic council to supervise the imple- 
mentation of national road safety 
strategies that have been under- 
mined by lack of public coordina- 
tion. 

“There are dispersed efforts by 
several parties concerning road 
safety and there is an urgent need 
for a higher traffic council to 
organise these efforts,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Jamil Salim, director of 
the Traffic Institute, told the Jor- 
dan Times in a recent interview. 

The council, which will enjoy 
administrative and financial inde- 
pendence, will include representa- 


tives from the ministries of interi- 
or. transport, public works, plan- 
ning, health, and municipal and 
rural affairs as well as the Greater 
Amman Municipality. 

It will suggest ways to improve 
the traffic system and help solve 
its various problems. The council 
will rely on contributions and 
grants as well as a 10 per cent rev- 
enue from the total amount of col- 
lected traffic fines and some of the 
sales tax charged by insurance 
companies. 

Last year traffic police issued 
982,347 tickets. In only the first 
six months of 1988, they issued 
632,171. 

Stress caused by popular over- 
riding concerns with day-to-day 
needs, rising unemployment, 
poverty and lack of prospects for 
an end to regional political ten- 
sions are also reasons behind ris- 
ing traffic-related problems, offi- 
cials and road safety experts say. 

Sadly. 90.9 per cent of the vic- 
tims of car accidents during 1996 
were children below 15 years of 
age. followed by youths between 
16 and 20 . 

Officials and experts attribute 
this phenomenon to the fact that 
most schools are built on main 
streets, lack of public playgrounds 
for children as well as school pro- 
grammes to raise their awareness 
regarding road safety. 

“The Traffic Department is 
exerting its utmost effort to cover 
all streets in Jordan and to monitor 
motorists in an effort to minimise 
the losses,” said Col. Jamil. 

“But the responsibility to raise 
awareness concerning traffic safe- 
ty falls on everyone in the commu- 
nity, and the private and public 
sectors have to cooperate on that.” 
he added. 
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Yeltsin meets PM front-runners 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin summoned two 
of the men in the running to be 
Russia's next prime minister 
Wednesday as be agonised 
over whom to nominate for a 
decisive vote in parliament. 

Yeltsin remained silent in 
public before one of the most 
important decisions of his long 
political career, but must have 
been heartened by an unex- 
pected rise in the value of the 
rouble after weeks of decline 
during a deep economic crisis. 

The president held talks at 
his Gorky-9 residence outside 
Moscow with acting Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
and acting Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov but did not 
say in public whether he had 
settled on either. 

Chernomyrdin has been 
rejected as prime minister 
twice by the Stale Duma lower 
house of parliament. Yeltsin 
can renominate him or name a 
compromise candidate for the 
final vote, but another defeat 
would force him to dissolve 
the chamber. 

"The president has not yet 
sent the [nomination] letter to 
the State Duma," a Kremlin 
spokesman said by telephone 
shortly before 2 p.m. (1000 
GMT). He declined to say 
whether Yeltsin had reached a 
final decision. 

Chernomyrdin, 60, was ini- 
tially proposed by Yeltsin after 
he sacked young prime minis- 
ter Sergei Kiriyenko on Aug. 
23 for failing to end months of 
financial turmoil in the world's 
largest country and second 
nuclear power. 

Primakov, a 68-year-old for- 
mer spymastec. is one of five 
alternative candidates pro- 
posed by the Communist 
opposition even though he 
says he does not want to be 
prime minister. 

Yeltsin's refusal to announce 



An elderly Communist man collects signatures Wednesday in Krasnoyarsk from 
Russians who want President Boris Yeltsin impeached. Yeltsin kept Russia's parlia- 
ment waiting on Wednesday for his nomination of prime minister to face a decisive 
vote in the lower house (Reuters photo) 


his decision, nearly 48 boms 
hours after the Duma's second 
rejection of Chernomyrdin, is 
a rare sign of uncertainty by a 
politician who is normally 
decisive and often impulsive. 

His options are receding fast. 
Alexander Lebed, a possible 
alternative choice, ruled him- 
self out of the running for the 
premiership, as have most of 
the other candidates. 

But the former Kremlin 
security adviser who is now 
governor of the Krasnoyarsk 
region in Siberia, hinted at 
higher ambitions by saying be 
would “take responsibility" 
for Russia if the crisis deep- 
ened and urging Yeltsin to quit 

“I expect an early [presiden- 
tial] election... It would be the 
ideal outcome for all includ- 
ing the president” he told 
reporters after flying to 
Moscow unexpectedly for 


talks with other regional lead- 
ers. 

Moscow Mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov and Yegor Stroyev. 
head of the upper house of par- 
liament also say they are not 
interested although analysts 
say Luzhkov's comments may 
be a smokescreen. 

Communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov, whose party is die 
dominant force in the Duma, 
hopes Yeltsin will compromise 
to avert the risk of civil unrest 
if the Duma is dissolved 

Yeltsin has already offered 
concessions by agreeing to 
bring parliament into consulta- 
tions on forming the govern- 
ment a move demonstrating 
how much the crisis has weak- 
ened his authority. 

But Zyuganov wants the 67- 
year-old Kremlin chief to 
resign. 

‘The situation is extremely 


dangerous," he said ‘It is the 
most dangerous situation we 
have had since World War II." 

Asked if he would lead an 
uprising, Zyuganov told 
reporters: “T do not want an 
uprising, but if there are organ- 
ised protests, we will certainly 
lead them.” 

The crisis and the possibility 
of social upheaval have 
prompted concern beyond 
Russia's borders, with Britain 
inviting senior officials from 
the Group of Seven industri- 
alised nations go discuss the 
matter in London, probably 
next week. 


Interfax news agency said 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Masahiko Komura is expected 
to visit Moscow Sunday for 
talks with Primakov on the 
financial and economic crisis 
as well as bilateral relations. 


Serbian police, KLA 
guerrillas clash in 
northwest Kosovo 


PRISTINA CAP) — Police 
battled indkjpendence-rmnded 
Albanian militaries Wednesday 
at a gold and zinc mine in 
Kosovo, in a rare instance of 
fighting in the Serbian 
province’s northwest 

The Tanjug news agency of 
Yugoslavia said fighting began 
after members of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) 
attacked police and guards at 
the Stari Trg mine, about 30 
kilometres northwest of 
Pristina, Kosovo's capital. 
Tanjug said a mine employee 
was killed. 

Aid workers have warned of 
an increasing humanitarian 
disaster in Kosovo, a southern 
province in Serbia, one of the 
two republics that make up 
Yugoslavia. Hundreds of peo- 
ple — most of them ethnic 
Albanian — have been killed 
in the six-month crackdown 
on the separatist KLA and 
more than 265,000 others have 
been forced to flee their shelled 
and bumed-out villages. 

The Serbs, for their part, 
have accused the militants of 
massacring Serb civilians in at 
least two cases. 

Kosovo's population is 90 
per cent ethnic Albanians, most 
of them supportive of the 
KLA's armed struggle for inde- 
pendence after decades of 
repression by Serbian authori- 
ties. 

Much of the fighting of 
recent weeks has been to the 
southwest of Pristina, with 
Serbian police and the 
Yugoslav army teaming up to 
push KLA fighters out of their 
strongholds there. 

With the area around Stari 
Trg also a guerrilla pocket it 
was possible that a similar gov- 


ernment offensive had been 
ordered in that region. 

The Kosovo Information 
Centre, which is close to the 
province's ethnic Albanian 
leadership, said strong detona- 
tions could be beard in 
Kosovs ka Mitrovica town, and 
at Podujevo. further east. 

Seeking to back up their 
newest allegations, police 
Tuesday showed reporters and 
international observers bodies 
of some alleged victims near 
the rebel stronghold of 
CHodjane, where they claimed 
some 40 Serb civilians were 
executed They said they knew 
of more similar execution sites 
in the area, about 60 kilometres 
southwest of Pristina. 

Reporters saw seven decom- 
posed bodies, one beheaded 
and another missing limbs, 
lying on the ground under a 
heavy rain. 

Police said the bodies were 
those of Serb civilians. No 
more bodies could be immedi- 
ately seen — despite police 
claims there were others — 
and no details on the victims 
were available. 

Police have reported about 
170 Serbs missing in Kosovo 
since fighting started in early 
March. They claim the rebels 
kidnapped them. Earlier this 
month, police showed chaired 
remains of what they said were 
burned bodies of Serb civilians 
in another former KLA strong- 
hold. 

Wednesday, the govern- 
ment-run Politika daily in 
Belgrade said preliminary 
investigations of those alleged 
killings, in Klecka village, 
showed 10 people were burned 
there, including two children, 
aged Sand 12. 


DR Congo rebel leader says 
peace talks useless if uninvited 


GOMA (AFP) — A political 
leader of rebels in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) indicted hinted 
Wednesday that any peace talks 
would be useless if his move- 
ment was excluded from a 
ceasefire meeting Thursday. 

In rebel-held Goma, Ernest 
Wamba dia Waraba told AFP 
ahead of a scheduled meeting of 
officials from President Laurent 
Kabila's regime and other con- 
cerned countries foal “if foe 
rebels are not there, a ceasefire is 
a theoretical matter" 

The meeting of defence min- 
isters from six countries, who 
agreed Tuesday to a ceasefire in 
foe DRC. is due to take place at 
the Addis Ababa headquarters 
of foe Organisation of African 
Unity tOAU). but foe rebels 
have pledged to go on fighting 
to overthrow Kabila. 

‘There can be no ceasefire 
without direct negotiations." 
said Wamba dia Wamba, the 
president of foe rebel's political 
wing, foe Congolese Rally for 
Democracy (RCD). declaring 
that his side must see Kabila. 

"We want to meet him." 
added Wamba dia Wamba. but 
he stressed that foe main aim of 


foe rebels was still to see Kabila 
removed from power; which he 
seized in May last yean ousting 
dictator Mobutu Sese Seko. 
with help then from ethnic 
Tutsis in the former Zaire. 

The RCD has received no 
invitation to the meeting of min- 
isters from foe DRC. its allies 
Angola, Zimbabwe and 
Namibia, and the countries 
Kinshasa accuses of invading 
the country. Uganda and Tutsi- 
dominaied Rwanda. 

The OAU gathering — to 
which U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan has said he wiU 
send military advisors — fol- 
lows talks at Victoria Falls in 
Zimbabwe at which foe slx con- 
cerned heads of state agreed to a 
ceasefire. 

The announced purpose of 
Thursday's meeting was to dis- 
cuss the means of implementing 
the truce. 

The rebels sent a team to foe 
Zimbabwe summit Monday 
and Tuesday, but it was side- 
lined by heads of state, kept out 
of the joint sessions and able 
only to put its case to Zambia’s 
President Frederick Chiluba and 
OAU Secretary General Salim 
Ahmad Salim. 


Chiluba. wfao chaired foe talks 
in what was presented as a "neu- 
tral" caparity. said that the rebels 
had agreed to a ceasefire and 
expressed hopes that they would 
abide by it. but Kabila's 
snubbed foes stated that they 
would pursue their military 
campaign. 

In foe largest city under rebel 
control. Kisangani, their mili- 
tary chief Jean-Pierre 
Oncfekane late Tuesday said, 
“We are launching operations 
everywhere — we are continu- 
ing foe offensive." 

Kisangani, in the east is the 
vast DRC's third biggest city. 
Rebels are installed there and in 
foe North and South Kivu 
provinces bordering on Uganda. 
Rwanda and Burundi but 
Kabila and his allies have fought 
off an offensive against 
Kinshasa and in foe southwest 
Bas-Congo province on the 
frontier with Angola's oil territo- 


ries. 

Government forces also hold 
almost all of the mineral-rich 
province of Katanga in the 
southeast and have launched air 
raids against rebel positions at 
Kalemie and elsewhere in foe 
noth of that territory. 


First lawsuit filed in New 
York over Swissair crash 


NEW YORK (R) — The first 
lawsuit over last week’s 
Swissair crash that killed 229 
people was filed Wednesday 
by boxer Jake La Motta in fed- 
eral court in Brooklyn. lawyers 
said 

Defendants in the suit 
include Swissair and Delta 
Airlines. McDonnell Douglas, 
which manufactured foe MD- 
11 plane, and Boeing Co.. 
which now owns McDonnell 
Douelas, 


The New York law firm of 
Baumeister & Samuels filed 
foe suit on behalf of La Motto, 
whose son Joseph was killed in 
the crash. Aviation lawyers told 
Reuters last week they expect- 
ed litigation in New York. 

The suit alleges that the crash 
was caused by "electrical, 
mechanical and/or structural 
failure." 

Officials have not yet deter- 
mined the cause of the crash, 
but Canadian investigators 


Tuesday said that a catastroph- 
ic electrical failure could have 
occurred aboard foe jet just 
minutes before h plunged into 
the Atlantic Ocean off Peggy’s 
Cove, Nova Scotia " last 
Wednesday night. 

The investigators said they 
observ ed signs of heat stress on 
small fragments of the cockpit 
recovered from foe crash site. 
The pilot of Swissair Flight 
111 reported smoke in the 
cabin shortly before crash. 


German cabinet meets for 


last time before elections 


BONN (AFP) — Germany’s 
catenet met Wednesday for foe 
last time before elections in less 
than three weeks, as 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
his challenger Gerhard 
Schroeder hotfooted around 
the country on the campaign 
trail. 

If opinion polls are anything 
to go by, it was also the last 
cabinet under Kohl, with foe 
opposition Social Democrats 
(SPD) and chancellor candi- 
date Schroeder tipped to take 
power after the vote on SepL 
27. 

The agenda — public works 
contracts to firms in the east of 
Germany and reports on foe 
imminent single European cur- 
rency — scarcely mattered. 

Instead, all eyes are focused 
on the election, in which Kohl 
is battling to save his job after 
16 years in office. He Is seek- 
ing a record fifth term. 

He and Schroeder are criss- 
crossing the country seeking to 
sway the hearts and minds of 
the German electorate. 

Tuesday evening. Kohl was 
in foe economically depressed 
east, braving the whistles of 
many in the crowd at Weimar 
to defend his record on jobs 
and reunification. 

Wednesday, after the cabinet 
session, he was heading to 
Bavaria, the fiefdom of foe 
Christian Social Union (CSU). 
sister party to his Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU). 

Schroeder for his part was in 
Bavaria late Tuesday, and 
Wednesday was to take his 
campaign in foe opposite direc- 
tion to Schwerin in the east. 

“We have experienced two 
world wars and two dictator- 
ships, one brown and one red," 
Kohl told the crowd in Wfeimar. 
referring to the Nazi era and foe 
Communist system foal ruled 
much of eastern Europe includ- 
ing the former East Germany. 

Germany was finally reunit- 
ed in 1990. he added to 



German Chancellor Helmut Kohl draws back his chair 
Wednesday prior to the session of the German cabinet 
in Bonn. It was the cabinet's last session ahead of the 
German general elections on September 27, during 
which the ministers council discussed relationships to 
the European Central Bonk (AFP photo) 


applause that failed to totally 
stifle cries of “Get out” and 


‘That's enough!’ 

After winning 1994 legisla- 
tive elections on the back of the 
reunification and promises of 
better times ahead, people in 
the region are angry at Kohl's 
record since then. 

Unemployment in the east 
last month was an average 17 
per cent, compared to 9.1 per 
cent in the economically more 
important west 
Kohl had hoped to make 
recent improvements in the 
jobless rate one of his major 
campaign themes, but the 
number of people locking for 
work remains well above the 
psychologically negative four- 


million-mark. 

Figures for August brought 
the overall national jobless rate 
down to 10.6 per cent, but this 
looks like not enough for the 
breakthrough the chancellor 
had hoped would boost his 
campaign. 

He lags three to six per cent 
behind Schroeder in opinion 
polls, although that is much 
better than foe 10 per cent mar- 
gin from earlier this year; and 
the distance between could 
dimmish further as the ballot 
draws nearer. 

Schroeder, at a rally in 
Munich late Tuesday, cam- 
paigned on his usual themes, 
lambasting Kohl's record and 
saying il was time he went 


Germany to seek extradition of Carlos accomplice 


BONN (R) — Prosecutors said 
Wednesday that Germany would 
request the extradition from France of 
Hans-Joachim Klein, a former accom- 
plice of guerrilla mastermind Carlos 
foe Jackal in foe 1970s. 

Klein. 50, who is wanted on charges 
of murder and kidnapping and is also 
sought by Austria, was arrested in 
northern France Tuesday after being 
on the run for more than 20 years. 

He was detained by an anti-terrorist 
squad near the Normandy village of 


Sainte-Honorine-La-Guillaume. 
where he had been living under an 
assumed name for years. 

Frankfurt Prosecutor Job Ttimann 
said foe justice ministry in the central 
sta te of Hesse planned to file the extra- 
dition request to prosecutors in France. 

Germany's Federal Office for 
Criminal investigation (BKA) said in 
a statement that Klein had been 
tracked down in a joint operation by 
French and German police. 

Prosecutors say Klein took part in 


Carol's most spectacular attack — foe 
1975 kidnapping of OPEC oil minis- 
ters in Vienna in which three people 
were killed. 

An Austrian Justice Ministry’ official 
told Reuters that Vienna world also 
apply for Klein's extradition, but could 
not yet say what foe charges would be. 

Klein suffered a serious stomach 
wound in the kidnapping of the OPEC 
oil ministers, but was treated and then 
allowed to fly to Algiers with Carlos, 
his other accomplices and their 


hostages. He was then believed to 
have taken reftjge in Libya. 

Thru; years later Klein announced 
he had become frightened by Carol's 
ruthleSvsness. He defected from the 
guerrilla group and in a dramatic part- 
ing gesture, sent his pistol and ammu- 
nition to the German magazine Der 
Spiegel along with details of other 
planned assassinations, 

In a book published in Germany 
entitled “Return to Humanity,'’ Klein 
later repudiated his own actions and 


denounced Carlas as a megalomaniac 
and murderer. 

The BKA. who lost trace of him in 
1975, stepped up their efforts to track 
him down again late last year and 
found evidence to suggest he had lived 
in Mediterranean and Benelux coun- 
tries, and later in France as a German 
journalist. 

Klein was arrested in a bistro, the 
BKA said. He hod no personal docu- 
ments on him, but when asked be said 
he was indeed “Herr Klein.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Coundl to observe Bosnian elections 


PARIS <R) — The Strasbouig-based Council of Eunjpe said 
Wednesday it would send rep^iani^ to moi^ electwns 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina this weekend. The Counts 
Parliamentary Assembly will momror the pnerf election 
while its Congress of Local and Regional .Authorities cf 
Europe (CLRAEl will monitor polling in senanve areas stall 
as Bn±o, Banja Luka and Mosar. Tte Ogammnon for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) wDI oversee 
Bosnia’s second general elections since foe end of the 43- 
month war. The 1995 Dayton Peace Accord, which ended foe 
ethnic conflict, created a single Bosnian state divided mro a 
Moslem-Groat federation and a Serb republic. In foe deepens 
on Sept. 12 and 13, Bosnians wifi choose members of foe 
foree-man state presidency. They will also elect deputies for foe 
state parliament and the two entities’ assemblies, as well as a 
president in the Serb entity. The observation's results will be 
included in a report on regional and local self-govanment m 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. A CLRAE recommendation win 
then be made to the Parliamentary Assembly as part of foe 
country's ted to join the 40 -member Council of Europe. 


Irish police hold suspect under new law 


DUBLIN (R) — An Irish guerrilla suspect was being held 
Wednesday in the first application of a tough new security law 
designed to crush groups like the “Real IRA." Irish police said, 
they had detained a man near foe Irish border in County 
Monaghan using an amended version of the offences against 
foe gran* act, which was rushed through following a deadly 
bomb in Northern Ireland last month planted by foe Real IRA 
They declined to say which guerrilla group the man in custody 
was suspected of belonging to. The new law, so harsh it has 
been slammed by civil rights groups, allows a senior police 
officer to extend a detention period with a district court's 
approval. 


Earthquake in Italy kills at least one 


ROME (AP) — An earthquake shook the mountain towns of 
southern Italy Wednesday, killing at least one person who was 
hit by falling rocks. Panicked residents fled into foe streets in 
towns close to the quake's epicentre. It was based between foe 
communities of Castelluccio Inferior; and Laino Borgo, where 
the regions of Calabria and Basilicata meet, about 350 kilome- 
tres southeast of Rome. The victim was hit by rocks near where 
he had parked his car. Authorities said there was some damage 
to buildings, mainl y older ones. The quake had a preliminary 
ma gnitude of 53 according to foe National Institute of 
Geophysics. A year ago, a series of earthquakes struck the cen- 
tral region of Umbria, killing 10 people and damaging centu- 
ry-old churches and artwork, including the Basilica of Sana 
Francis in Assisi 


Russia to pay midear workers’ back wages 


MOSCOW (AP) — The government plans to allocate 317 
million rubles before the end of the month to pay back wages 
to nuclear industry workers, who have warned that the lade of 
funding threatens nuclear safety. Acting Finance Minister 
MikhaiJ Zadornov and foe vice chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Workers' union, Vladimir Koshkin, signed an agreement 
Wednesday for transferring the funds to the Atomic Energy 
Ministry, the Interfax news agency reported. But foe money, 
worth about $16 million at foe current exchange rate. is only 
about half of the federal government’s wage debt to nuclear 
industry workers. The document signed by Zadornov~and 
Kashkin estimates the total wage debt at 580 million nfoles, 
Interfax reported. Nuclear workers from across the country 
began a three-day protest in Moscow Tuesday, demanding that 
the government pay its bills for back wages and old orders. 
Trade union leaders said that foe failure to pay threatens the 
safety of Russia's huge network of nuclear centres. 


More Myanmar opposition arrests 


YANGON (AFP) — Myanmar’s opposition said Wednesday 
the military had arrested 108 more of its members and that it 
had called for a meeting with foe junta to address the issue. 
Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party said in a statement the latest arrests 
brought foe number of party members detained since Sunday 
to 328. “These are innocent people who have not broken any 
laws and the NLD, which condemns these unlawful arrests, 
urges the government to desist and release them,” foe statement 
said It said eight of those arrested in the past 24 hours were 
members of parliament elected in 1990 polls won by a land- 
slide by the NLD-led political opposition. 


Glasgow to decide fate of Sioux shirt 


LONDON (R) — The people of Glasgow are to decide 
whether to send home to the United States a blood-stained shirt 
taken from a Sioux Indian warrior killed by the U.S. Cavalry 
in foe massacre of Wounded Knee over a hundred years ago. 
Glasgow City Council said Wednesday it would ask residents 
of the Scottish city to decide the fate of the “ghost shirt,' 
acquired by a museum there in 1 892 from a member of Buffalo 
Bill Cody s travelling Wild West Show. Descendants of the 
Sioux warriors killed at Wounded Knee by the U.S. Cavalry 
want the shirt returned to South Dakota, where they say it 
belongs. The Glasgow council wifi hold a public mp^ing on 
Nov. ] 3 to debate whether to return the shin and representa- 
tives of foe Lakota Sioux Indians who claim it wifi attend the 
hearing to make their case. The Lakota Sioux learned of the 
existence of the tasselled and feathered shirt four years ago 
when native American lawyer John Earl saw it hanging in an 
exhibition at the museum white he was on holiday in Scotland. 
"When I first saw it my heart stopped. It is of a value that is 
very difficult to communicate to someone who is not a native 
American. It should not be in Glasgow," Earl told Britain's 
Daily Telegraph newspaper. 


India to buy 10 more Russian fighter jets 


India pIans 10 10 raore Russ*® 

buknoi-JOMKI fighter jets in a contract worth about $350 mil- 
lion. a news agency reported Wednesday. Under a current mfl- 
Jtary agreement, the two countries are developing anti-tactical 
bafosttcmissite systems as well as upgrading MiG-21 fighters 
J“7r tat India already possesses. The purchase of 
U^ukhoi-30MKI jets is part of an agreement concluded in 
lWb under which India agreed to purchase at least 40 Russian 
militaiy jets before 2002, foe Interfax news agency sakL 
R^an officials hope that a licensing agreement with India 

^ I0 ° mi,itai y aircraft for 


ALF claims arson attacks on McDonald ’s 


^ Animal Lib eration Front (ALF) 
t SS nSlblbty for a recent spate of arson attacks on 

SLx McDonald's and two Quick 
SS “ ^ have been the subject of attacks 

months. The most serious incident resulted in foe 
\ McDonaW?s outlet in foe town ofPuu* 
taie "suited ^ any injuries. The ALF, a 
I?? 00 W ™ hich last month “liberated" 6.000 
Sf” claimed responsibility for foe 

attaLks through radical Dutch magazine RawgT 



Korea 
marks 

anniversa 

«fi oii |lta 


il> 


arade 


■r,l( 








- “ 


" ■ 


“A- 


(LU 1 - 




V 






\,T 


J-- : 


V .; 
I 






L-z- \ - ' • ‘VaS . 


•• - ‘.'. J 




put *1 ■ ... 


L-- 

4a 7. 


\u 


■ ' -n n ii i, 


10-11, 



World News 


"ill, 
"f ihe 


Sections 

“sensitive ^ ^ ut I 

The Oisani^^ i 

cetheend^f 

: ^' vhic hcil 5 'i 
an stale divjfWr I 

loose ! 

^elecidepu^p 1 Jcj 

.^f^-goverrur^^ I 
- S5cmbl - V as pun , 

«malofEurof^. 

ier new law ! 

i 

iQS P e ? w *> beins j*i, = ■ 

.W'-KsSS ; 

swsks;! i 

Igh foUcv^inc. a £“J*' j 

•lamed by theVj^' l 
^thenianineu^.! 5 
^' law.soharshiuSl / 
, allows a senior puj^ • > 
wnh a district <££.; 

i 

least one 1 


^ tbe mountain towm ,,[■ 1 

^one person who** ’ 

cs fled into the ^ireeti m • 

t was based between the : 

and Laino Borgvi. whert 
meet, about 350 ij | ljmc . ' 
shit by rocks near w-hen- 1 
there was some daniace ' 
:}uake had a pn?l»n/nar\ ■ 
e National Institute m’ | 
obquakes struck the cen- : 
?le and damaging ..emu- j 
ng the Basilic.i uf • 

sers’ back wages • 

nt plans to ollocye 317 1 
nonth to pay b^k wages : 
e warned that the bdoj | 
voting Finance Minuter ; 
,ian oftheAiom.'t f-jjcrg} 
u signed an ^greemcw 
Is to the Aiomk Eneruv : 
sported. But the money 1 
:nt exchange rate. i> onij ' 
it's wage debt to nuclei.' 
igned by Zadornov an 
rbtat 580 million rubles, 
from across the vouim 
Tuesday, demanding that 
ik wages and •11 irJav. 
ihire to pay threaten- die 
uclear centres. | 

a arrests j 

^position said Wednevb;. • 
if its members and thut u ; 
unta to addres- the iv-ue. •. 
Kyi's Narion.il League f« i 
tateraent the latest arret' ; 
as detained since Sundav | 
who have not broken any i 
eis these unlawful arrests , 
:lease them-” the %tuienwu | 
in the past 24 hour' ''etc ! 
990 polls w on by a laid - 1 


Sioux shirt 


are to divide i 

ioci->u/ned slw 1 1 

re l/.S Cavalry , 
dre«J y e.i/> ak vl < 
Id a>k } 
> -vho'i 'bin. , 
r7iber ot Buffalo ■ 
renduu.- V’ 1 ^ j 
ie U.S. Cavalry j 
ere d*> rt ] 
>Iic meeting •* 
and represent 
r will aneiidib- j 
. leiimed ot if* : 
four y ears age j 
i hanging 111 1 

ia\ in SiX*l :m r I 
■Jv^lueduivM 
» L' not a nJB'.* .1 
1 told Bri w»! 


sian fighter jets 


ci an j 
mil" [ 
niil- 1 
□cal 


ol ! 
in 1 






> 


i 


N. Korea 
marks 
anniversary 
with military 
parade 

SEOUL (AP) — North 
Korea marked the 50th 
anni versary of its founding 
Wednesday with leader Kim 
Jong H viewing a massive 
military parade in the capital, 
tbe official news media 
reported. 

- Columns of Korean 
. -People's Army units and mil- 
. -itaiy academy cadets goose- 
stepped before Kim, “vow- 
ing to become rifles and 
grenades to defend Great 
-.-Leader Comrade Kim Jong 
D,” die official Pyongyang 
.Radio said 

The dispatch, monitored 
by Seoul's Naewoe Press, 
dkl not report the number of 
soldiers who cook part in the 
parade. No. sophisticated 
weapons were displayed. 
Run, 56, is ruling North 
Korea as chairman of its 
. National Defence 

Commission, which is in 
charge of the 1.1 million- 
strong military, the world’s 
fifth largest and backbone of 
die belligerent, Marxist 
country. 

North Korean television 
footage; earned by South 
/Korean TV stations later 
Wednesday, showed Kira 
standing solemnly on the 
platform and clapping as the 
crowd burst with a frenzy of 
cheers. Kim did not speak. 

Pyongyang's main plaza, 
named after Kim's late 
father, long-time President 
Kimll Sung, was filled with 
red flags and slogans and 
placards vowing loyalty to 
thejumcr Kim and celebrat- 
ing what tbe North called the 
lauorfiQf its first satellite. 

Norths- Korea says it 
lanndMS^be satellite Aug. 

■ 31- But/U-S. and Japanese 
' defence officials believed die 
.''yfefeh was the .test-firing of 
ballistic missile that sailed 
oyer northern Japan and 
cashed into the Pacific 
-Ocean. 

Whether a missile or satel- 
lite, analysts said, it showed a 
worrisome increase in North 
^ Korea’s missile capability. 

” The launch was “a power- 
’ ful demonstration of the iron 
-wfll of the party, the people 
apdarmed forces to build die 
•; People's Republic of Korea 
into a strong and great coun- 
/.tty,” Gen. Kim Yong Chun, 
chief of the military’s gener- 
al staff, was quoted as saying 
„k a speech before the 
parade. 

Saturday, North Korea's 
. parliament amended its con- 
stitution co make tbe 
National Defence 

Commission chairman — a 
- \post held by tbe junior Kim 
since 1993 — its highest 
state post, 

. .-The previous top post, state 
: -preadent, was abolished. 
That completed a long 
process to enthrone the 
jnnkx: Kim as a full-fledged 
leader of North Korea. It was 
the Communist world’s first 
hereditary transfer of power. 



Bangladeshi children and a dog perch Wednesday on tbe roof of their house sub- 
merged in flood waters in a Dhaka suburb. The floods have inundated three-quarters 
of the country and so far killed 770 people (Reuters photo) 

Dhaka on alert as floods 
threaten major dykes 


DHAKA (AFP) — The 
Bangladeshi capital was under 
siege from Ooodwaters 
Wednesday as dykes protect- 
ing millions of people from 
inundation threatened to crum- 
ble. officials said 

Dhaka's nine million resi- 
dents were on official alert 
while forecasters said worse 
could be in store in what was 
described as the country’s most 
devastating floods this century. 

The death toll neared 800 
Wednesday and up to 30 mil- 
lion have been left homeless in 
more titan two months of 
flooding which have in undated 
two-thirds of the country. 
Major roads to Dhaka have 
been cut 

State radio said a dyke pro- 
tecting the district of Tangafl. 
70 kilometres north of Dhaka, 
had partially collapsed and 
flooded an undetermined num- 
ber of homes. 

A major embankment to the 
southeast of the city was under 
threat despite the efforts of sol- 
diers and engineers to reinforce 
it 

Tens of thousands of panic- 
stricken residents passed a 
sleepless night Tuesday, many 
of them helping soldiers and 
engineers plug breaches to tire 


major Dhaka-Narayanganj- 
Ctemra (DND) dyke. 

Officials said most people 
returned to their homes 
drenched in rain and mud 
Wednesday but added that the 
situation was under controL 

“People have gone home. I 
could not sleep last night 
myself but, God willing, pres- 
sure on the dyke has not 
increased as the Buriganga 
River remained static despite 
non-stop rain,” an official of 
the embankment control room 
told AFP. 

To the northwest, the Dhaka 
Protection Emhankment was 
also threatened, leaving the 
main international airport at 
risk of inundation. 

Trains from the capital to tire 
main port of Chittagong were 
still running but officials 
warned the Ike could close at 
any time with significant dan- 
ger of flooding at more than a 
dozen points. 

The government has been 
sending aid by boats and heli- 
copters, with more supplies 
expected to be moved with the 
help of US. forces Thursday. 

Environmental exposure has 
become the major tiireat to 
flood-hit malnourished chil- 
dren, U.N. experts said 


Wednesday. 

“There is no epidemic of any 
disease now but 91 percent of 
the children are underweight 
and six per cent are severely 
malnourished with reports of 
acute respiratory infection," 
T.O. Kyaw Mint of the United 
Natio ns Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) told a news brief- 
ing. 

Rain continued to pound 
Dhaka early Wednesday, sub- 
merging more suburbs and 
bringing fresh misery to thou- 
sands of residents. 

Metereologjst Sajedur 
Rahman said monsoon rains 
resumed Wednesday and 
would continue until the first 
week of O^obec 

The relief ministry said the 
situation in 32 of the flooded 
districts had worsened with an 
onrush of water across tbe bor- 
der in India swelling major 
rivers running through 
Bangladesh. The Flood 
Wanting Centre late 
Wednesday said the water 
level in upstream stretches of 
major rivers was likely to fall 
during the next 48 hours. 
However, with very rough seas 
and abnormally high tides in 
the Bay of Bengal the water 
would drain away only slowly. 


$. Korea says will keep tough security law 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Kim Dae- Jung said 
Wednesday be was not consid- 
ering revising the country’s 
National Security Law at pre- 
sent because of threats from 
Commumsr North Korea. 

/ A . presidential statement 
quoted Kim — who was him- 
self onoe imprisoned under the 
law — as saying during a 
raeeting with visiting Amnesty 
International Secretary 
. General Pierre Sane that the 
Taw was still needed. 

: “North Korea views [its 


position with! South Korea as 
k a warlike state, sending its 
[spy] submarines to the South 
and neither admitting nor apol- 
ogising for it," the statement 
quoted Kim as saying. 

“Undo - these circumstances, 
it would not be easy to speak 
of revising the National 
Security Law,” be said. 

Bur Kim said he believed the 
law, which was used in the 
past to imprison thousands of 
political dissenters, would be 
revised in the future. 

"In pledges during the elec- 


tion, we promised to remove 
negative items from the 
national security law... I 
believe the time for this is not 
too far off," he was quoted as 
saykg. 

South Korea last month 
granted a special amnesty to 
7,007 people to marie the 
republic’s anniversary, includ- 
ing nearly 100 political prison- 
ers. 

Human rights groups have 
expressed disappointment that 
President Kim has not taken 
steps to reform the .controver- 


sial law or given unconditional 
amnesty to political prisoners. 

In a previous mass amnesty 
k March, just after Kim’s 
inauguration as president, the 
justice ministry required pris- 
oners ro sign an oath specifi- 
cally renouncing Communism 
before their release. 

This has been replaced by a 
new oath which still requires 
prisoners to respect the 
National Security Law. which 
has been used to imprison pro- 
pie for expressing Communist 
beliefs. 


Anwar steps up Malaysian reform campaign 



^KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Malaysia’s 
; ousted deputy premier lashed out at police 
.Wednesday, saying his family and many 
associates ted been harassed by authorities 
; sajce his firing last week, 
r “All my family friends and colleagues 
•Ttye in fear. They have been threatened by 
police," Anwar Ibrahim told reporters 
- !® bkbome m a Kuala Lumpur suburb, 
i where be has been holed up for a week, 
/fcamganesL 

franc Minister Mahathir Mohammad 
^adeed Anwar last week from his posts of 


prime minister and finance minis- 


ter. Anwar is under police kvestigation for 
allegations ranging from sexual miscon- 
duct to (reason. 

Anwar said police pulled his private sec- 
retary from his car Tuesday night for ques- 
tioning and he had not been seen since. 

Anwar's adopted brother Sukma 
Derma wan has also not been seen since his 
arrest Sunday, Anwar said. Sukma is 
named as one of Anwar’s sex partners in a 
book that is at the heart of the kvestigation 
against die ousted minister. 

"Police were not immediately -available 
for comment 


'This is not die Malaysia that 1 know," 
Anwar said angrily Wednesday, directing 
his words ar the police. “This Is not a police 
stare. You’ll have to respect the laws of the 
country.' 7 

Under virtual house arrest since last 
week. Anwar called on supporters eadier 
Wednesday to help spread his reform mes- 
sage nationwide. 

"We must spread the news. No power on 
earth can break our spirits. You have to 
work now. Now] Now! Now'!” Anwar told 
a small group of cheering supporters in his 
king room. 
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U.N. rights chief to protest after 
Chinese police beat petitioner 


BEUING (AFP) — UN. 
Human Rights chief Mary 
Robinson will protest to 
Gdna’s foreign ministry after a 
dissident’s wife who tried to 
meet her Wednesday was 
dragged away and reported!)' 
■beaten by police, a UN. 
spokesman said. 

Six plainclothes policemen 
and hotel security guards 
seized Chu Hail an as she wait- 
ed quietly outside Beijing's 
Hilton hotel where Robkson 
was due to arrive for a media 
briefing, witnesses said. 

Chu told AFP after being 
released that during seven 
houre of detention in the hotel's 
security department, police 
kicked and beat her. 

"My back Is hurt. 1 can bare- 
ly walk," she said after return- 
ing home. 

Robinson’s spokesman Jose 
Diaz said Robinson learnt 
about the incident only after- 
wards. 

“She will be raiskg this with 
the foreign ministry... She 


thinks people should be able ro 
contact her directly,” he sad 
before Chu's release. 

The foreign ministry and 
Hilton managers earlier indi- 
cated police were not involved, 
saying she was removed by 
hotel security for disturbing 
order and then released 

Chu. 36. the wife of jailed 
labour activist Liu Nianchun. 
had written an open letter to 
Robinson Monday to ask her 
help in obtaining the release of 
her husband, whose health is 
w orsening k a prison camp. 

Unaware of Chu’s detention, 
Robkson gave a speech k 
which site said human rights 
were "indivisible, interrelated 
and interdependent" and chal- 
lenged China's view of the pri- 
macy of economic rights. 

•"Whether civil, cultural eco- 
nomic. political or social ... 
none of these [rights] can be 
fully realised without democra- 
tic governance and the rule of 
law,*' she said 

The first UN. Human Rights 


Commissioner to visit China, 
Robkson is seeking to estab- 
lish working ties between 
Beijing and international 
human rights groups. 

Diaz said Robinson’s delega- 
tion had received no faxes or 
calls from dissidents during 
their stay in Beijing, despite an 
outpouring of open letters and 
other appeals concerning polit- 
ical oppression. 

While the delegation insists it 
is open to approaches by ordi- 
nary citizens, Chinese han- 
dlers are making such meet- 
ings dose to impossible. 

Journalists complained of 
getting repeated busy signals 
from delegation hotel rooms 
even during hours when offi- 
cials confirmed being out 

Monday, Chu told AFP she 
was very disappointed that 
Robinson had made no contact 
with the dissident community 
in China. “If Maty Robinson 
really knew about the situation 
of China's human rights, she 
should meet with us.” she said. 


But an official source said the 
goal of Robinson’s visit was to 
support positive trends in 
China, not to pm the country’ 
on trial. “You can’t come io a 
country' tike China and impose 
a human rights programme,” 
be said. 

Robkson left Beijing 

Wednesday afternoon for the 
southwestern city of Chengdu 
en route io TibeL 

She ivfrl spend Thursday and 
Friday k the sensitive 

Himalayan region, where over- 
seas critics accuse China of 
widespread human rights abus- 
es. including suppression of the 
indigenous Buddhist religion. 

An informed source said 
Robinson would not visit any 
Tibetan prisons, where uncon- 
firmed reports say inmates 
who have talked with foreign 
visitors k the past have been 
subjected to violent reprisals. 

“What you get out of it com- 
pared with the price that people 
pay afterwards isn’t worth it," 
he said. 


Jurists accuse Sri Lankan forces of killings 


GENEVA (R) — An interna- 
tional panel of prominent 
jurists said Wednesday Sri 
Lankan security forces had 
unlawfully killed thousands of 
Sinhalese and Tamils since 
1983 and that those responsible 
had gone unpunished. 

The three jurists, who made 
an kvestigative mission a year 
ago to the strife-tom island, 
called for swift prosecution of 
those who had carried out the 
extrajudicial executions and 
caused the disappearances. 

Their report also criticised 
emergency’ regulations as 
being under insufficient parlia- 
mentary control, as well as 
sweeping powers given under 
the prevention of terrorism act 

It was Issued by the Centre 
for tbe Independence of Judges 
and Lawyers a day after Sri 
Lanka extended for another 
month the island-wide state of 
emergency imposed k August 
on the grounds that it was 


needed to maintain law and 
order. 

The jurists, whose 186-page 
report was entitled "Judicial 
Independence k Sri Lanka,” 
were Lord William Goodhart 
Q.C. of Britain. Ptafuli N. 
Bhagwati, a former chief jus- 
tice of India, and Phineas 
Mojapelo. a member of the 
judicial service commission 
and law commission of South 
Africa. 

"Between 19S3 and the pre- 
sent day. the security forces k 
Sri Lanka [inducting the armed 
forces, the police and local 
militia units armed by the gov- 
ernment] have been responsi- 
ble for thousands of unlawful 
killings,’’ die report said. 

“.After a welcome decline in 
1994 and 1995. there was a sig- 
nificant recurrence in 1996 
[mainly in the Jaffna peninsu- 
la] and, though declining 
again, these incidents are still 
continuing." it added 


The report said that steps to 
punish those responsible for 
the killings had been “mani- 
festly inadequate." 

“A culture of impunity has 
developed At the date of the 
mission, not a srngie member 
of the security forces had been 
convicted of murder k any 
case arising out of the miscon- 
duct of those forces.” 

Lord William, who headed 
the mission, told Reuters: “The 
figures suggest the worst of 
killin gs were k the JVP insur- 
gency [Janatha Vimukthi 
Perarauna, a left-wing nation- 
alist party] from 1987 to 1990 
and were of Sinhalese. Since 
1990. they have been of 
Tamils, but the numbers are 
considerably smaller" 

The Geneva-based Centre 
for the Independence of Judges 
and Lawyers promotes tbe 
need for an independent judi- 
ciary and supports judges and 
lawyers who are harassed or 


persecuted, ft is part of the 
International Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ;. 

Greater judicial control was 
needed to control the excessive 
powers of detention without 
trial, according to the report. 

Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumararunga last 
month declared an island-wide 
emergency under a special 
ordinance, saykg it was meant 
to preserve public order and 
maintain essential services and 
supplies. The government later 
postponed key elections to five 
of the eight provincial council 
polls, citing die uncertain secu- 
rity situation k the country. 

Parr of Sri Lanka, including 
the north and the east, had been 
under a longstanding state of 
emergency because of the 
tiireat of attacks by Libe ration 
Tigers ofTamil Eelam (LTTE) 
rebels who have been fighting 
for a separate homeland for 
minority Tamils since 1983. 



Cambodian demonstrators Wednesday carry a wounded monk shot by police to safe- 
ty during a violent dispersal of protestors by police. Fresh dashes between protestors 
and police broke out in the Cambodian capital on Wednesday as opposition leaders 
condemned tbe violence and vowed to continue their campaign against the July elec- 
tion result (Reuters photo) 

Cambodian government 
bans opposition protests 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
The government of 
Cambodia’s ruling strong- 
man Hun Sen Wednesday 
banned opposition sup- 
porters and Buddhist 
monks from staging fur- 
ther protests following 
three days of violent crack- 
downs, state television 
announced. 

“The meeting of groups 
cannot continue unless 
they respect the principles 
of real democracy and 
legal implementation of 
authorised Jaw,” an interior 
ministry statement was 
quoted as saying. 

“The demonstration law 
mentions clearly that 
meeting in groups at public 
places or roads or the gath- 
ering on public roads is a 
demonstration that can 
affect public peace, order 


and security and has to be 
strongly prohibited.” it 
said. 

h added the participation 
of Buddhist monks in 
protests “is an act against 
Buddhist law and political 
party law.” 

The statement also 
denied a monk was killed 
in Wednesday's clean-up 
operation, when police 
Fired shots and used batons 
and water cannon to clear a 
gathering outside opposi- 
tion FUNCTNPEC leader 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh's residence. 

It said one man had been 
killed, 44-year-old Hom 
Kao Davy, but ‘’without 
clear cause.” It said six 
policemen were also 
wounded. 

A statement from the 
United Nations Centre for 


Human Rights confirmed 
one protester was killed 
Monday and one on 
Wednesday. Human rights 
officials and a diplomatic 
source said the dead man 
was a Buddhist monk. 

Angry crowds continued 
to gather late Wednesday, 
many chanting anti- 
Vietnamese slogans aimed 
at Hanoi which they 
accuse of backing Hun 
Sen. Last week mobs bru- 
tally killed five ethnic- 
Vietnamese, leaving oppo- 
sition leaders open to accu- 
sations of inciting racial 
hatred. 

Meanwhile a FUNCIN- 
PEC official. Cabinet 
Director Mu Sokhua, said 
an official request to hold a 
demonstration Sunday bad 
been submitted to authori- 
ties. 


Thai military 
officers 
linked to 
international 
drug ring 

BANGKOK (AP) — In the 
worst scandal to hit the Thai 
mOitazy in years, 18 officers 
have bron named as suspected 
members of an international 
heroin trafficking syndicate, 
the country’s top drug fighting 
agency said Wednesday. 

“They are middle ranking 
officers, from colonels down 
to lieutenants,” said Sorasit 
Sangprasert, deputy secretary 
general of the Office of the 
Narcotics Control Board 
(ONCB.). 

The officers are suspected 
of being part of an internation- 
al drug smuggling and organ- 
ised crime syndicate, be said. 
Thailand is a major transit 
point for heroin smuggled out 
of neighbouring Myanmar, 
also known as Burma, the sec- 
ond largest producer of the 
drug in the world- 

The names of the 18 have 
been forwarded to the Office 
of the Supreme Commander 
of the Aimed Forces for fur- 
ther kvestigation, he said 

The ONCB probe was 
launched after Prime Minister 
Oman Leekpai was angered 
over a scandal involving a 
military officer. 

Eadier this month, a captain 
attached to the Supreme 
Command was arrested for 
allegedly murdering an acade- 
mic. The ONCB revealed 
after his arrest that Captak 
Ratchara Phrompao had been 
convicted of smuggling 3.5 
kilogrammes of heroin kto 
Australia and spent four years 
m jail there from 1993-97. 

hk believed the 18 suspects 
had worked with Patchara as a 
team of couriers trafficking 
herok to foreign countries. 
Sorasit said 

After he was released, he 
changed his name and was 
reinstated into the army, 
reportedly with the help of 
powerful connections. 
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Investing in the future 

THE FIRST Jordanian businesspersons’ 
conference in Amman concluded 
Wednesday with ambitious recommenda- 
tions to establish sustainable partnerships 
to boost the Kingdom's economy. Whether 
or not these recommendations will be 
affected on the ground remains to be seen. 
Investment in this country is still viewed In 
terms of dinars and piastres that will flow 
into the treasury and not as a means of cre- 
ating jobs for the unemployed thousands, 
enhancing our per capita and boosting the 
gross domestic product. 

Potential investors still face collection-ori- 
ented legislations and the passive and dis- 
couraging attitude of civil servants who 
come into contact with them. That is why so 
many Jordanians have either moved their 
investments to other countries, such as 
Egypt or the United Arab Emirates, or kept 
them in banks at home and abroad. It is 
urgent that we look at the experience of our 
Arab brothers in this domain. 

In Egypt, taxes and bureaucracy were 
reduced to a bare minimum, luring not 
only Arab but foreign investments as well. 

The United Arab Emirates’ Jabal All free 
zone is throbbing with business, because 
government intervention is very limited and 
businesspeople run the show. According to 
recent reports, there are more than 50 
Jordanian companies operating in Jabal 
AH, home to about 1,300 other foreign 
establishments. The zone offers very low or 
no tariffs, simple bureaucracy, free business 
conduct and prompt dispute arbitration. 
But most important, potential investors are 
received by attentive ears and an intention 
to serve them. 

Our climate is not as competitive as that of 
Jabal Ali or Egypt. And even if all the con- 
ference's recommendations were put into 
effect, trust, integral to sustaining prof- 
itable projects, can only be built over time. 
How long that will take depends on how 
soon we start and how we manage the 
process. Most important is to look at invest- 
ment as a process that does not yield imme- 
diate returns. But in a country like Jordan 
it immediately creates badly-needed 
employment. More people employed means 
more money circulated and more sales tax 
collected for the treasury. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra'i’s Fahed Fanek criticised the Ministry of Trade, Supply 
and Industry for dissolving the board of directors of the debt rid- 
den Jordan Tobacco and Cigarettes Company, and forming a 
new one comprised of the private and public sector. He said the 
new board will not be able to salvage the company from deteri- 
orating, The move will only delay the inevitable for a time. 
Fanek expected that creditors will force the new board to liqui- 
date the company. However, the new board will eventually liq- 
uidate the tobacco manufacturer anyway. The creditors may 
grant more loans, which wfll lead to further deterioration for the 
troubled firm, said Fanek. The writer called on the new board to 
reliise its mission, because its members do not have enough 
experience in the field. Fanek charged that with the entry of two 
new companies on the market, monopoly of the market has van- 
ished and the company has already lost around 70 per cent of its 
sales. In a bid to overcome the losses, the company has halted 
paying sales taxes to the government, which comprise 79 per 
cent of the overall sales price. This has made it worse, contends 
Fanek. 


AI Dust ours Oreib Rintawi commented on the scheduled visit 
of the American env oy Dennis Ross to the region. He said the 
hard-line Israeli Prime. Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, has 
realised that his policy of procrastination is short-lived, and at the 
end of the day. he has to abide by Israeli commitments to the 
Oslo accords. According to recent polls, most Israeli people pre- 
fer peace with the Palestinians. Election experts suggested 
Netanyahu launch the upcoming election campaign with a call 
for peace in the region. Rintawi said Netanyahu realises that if he 
wants to win. there should be peace with the Palestinians. 
Rintawi also said that Netanyahu's consultants have suggested 
negotiating a new deal with the Palestinian National Authority 
which will prompt a two-year redeployment from the West Bank 
instead of the eight months current dead-line, and postponing the 
declaration of the Palestine state until the next century. Israel 
internally, would recognise the Palestinian state under certain 
conditions, he added. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


An alternative to rote learning 


DESPITE OUR attempts (at times sincere, at times purely 
symbolic) to introduce the latest in leanung/tsaching strate- 
gies at the school as well as university level, we Find our- 
selves complaining nonetheless that our classrooms are still 
textbook-based and teacher-centred. Many of our students 
still resort, and heavily so, to memorisation and rote learning. 
It is not an uncommon sight, even at our universities, to find 
students, as exam days approach, strolling back and forth 
with books or notebooks open in their hands, rhythmically 
reciting phrases and sentences from them aloud, with the 
intention of memorising them. 

A colleague of mine complained in a meeting we held to 
discuss this particular subject a month or so ago: “We cry ro 
teach our students how to analyse, and they memorise the 
analysis.” 

What should be done? 

Well, the answer is not easy. We have been talking about 
this matter for almost four decades now. In theory, many 
approaches to learning/ teaching sound appealing: in practice, 
only a couple of them seem to work, and not for all students 
or situations. The communicative approach has excellent 
virtues, and so do class presentations and the discussions that 
follow. 

One approach which I wish to propose here (propose more 
of. I should say) is research. 

Research? For students at the school level? Maybe you’re 
talking about students at the university JeveL 1 am talking 
about both levels: students from KG to the PhD, without 
exception. 

In our pan of the weald where libraries are poor and 
resources are limited? Yes, in our part of the world — for the 
privileged and the less privileged, for the haves and the have- 
nots, for public and private schools. 

You see, it all depends on how you define research. Like 
other words in the dictionary and like other concepts in edu- 
cation or culture at large, the term may mean so many things 
to so many people. Some, for example, see it as a highly seri- 
ous. highly meticulous, and highly specialised activity con- 
ducted slowly and carefully with aim of arriving at a solution 
for a problem, a cure for a disease, a striking invention, a 
ground-breaking theory, etc., for the completion of which 
you need a lot of funds, resources, and a conducive environ- 
ment. 

This is not what I mean by research here. Otherwise, forget 
it. for no one in our society can conduct research, if this is 


what it means and if this is what it entails. 

To me. research means, simply, the two notions or acts of 
which the term itself is composed: “search" and “re-" — in 
this particular order. In otter words, rather than hand our stu- 
dents everything on a silver platter, through our lengthy 
explanations, comments or lectures (some still lecture at our 
schools and universities, believe it or not), rather than confine 
their experience of knowledge to the knowledge we hand 
them in a nutshell t the textbook), let’s require our students — 
frequently? often? regularly? — to search for knowledge 
themselves. What if. because of our limited resources, they 
cannot find much on their own? Simple: let them search more 
— i.e. re-search. 

The idea here is to wean students off both teachers and text- 
books. Of course, the teacher is still needed and. of course, 
the textbook is still needed. But the idea is to assign students 
certain tasks to pursue on their own and report to class — in 
writing or orally — about them. 

We can. for instance, ask them to define a concept in any 
subject (history, geography, math, physics, literature, etc.), 
introduce a famous person (a historian, a scientist, a politi- 
cians. a literary figure, etc.), determine the causes of a phe- 
nomenon or an event (economic recession, obesity, nuclear 
proliferation, etc.), and so on. 

Some may hasten to ask: How is this different from what 
we already often do when we assign presentations and reports 
to students. My answer is: first of all not all teachers (not 
even a majority of them), at the school and university levels, 
assign presentations and reports frequently and seriously: 
secondly, what I am talking about is something slightly more 
serious and different than going to the library, copying a page, 
or a paragraph from this book and one from another. 

It is a process which allows the student to feel fully respon- 
sible for what they want to report about and fully responsible 
about it There bis to be an understanding on the part of the 
student of the seriousness of the task. What is to be present- 
ed is not someone's opinion but the student's: and it has to be 
an opinion based on the perusal study and analysis of the 
opinions of others — on search and re-search. 

If I am asking students to research the definition of infla- 
tion, for example, or the sonnet I do not expect them to cre- 
ate a new definition. We cannot reinvent the wheel obvious- 
ly. What I expect rather, is a careful understanding of infla- 
tion or sonnet through the careful examination of the many 
definitions available and the restating of the main notion 


behind each concept in the student S own wo ^’ 
course, one humble example. Other more sophisticated and 

elaborate examples can be cited. . 

The process of search and research itself is rewarding. 
When 1 assign something to my students at the university, the 
first thing they do is to come and ask: where do I go to tuxf 
information about this? I answer I do not know; you have to 
figure this out vourself. They come back the next day. I could 
not find much'in the library? I answer where did you look. 
In the stacks. Did you check the periodicals . No. Well go 
and check. They come back the third day. I have found a cou- 
ple of articles in the periodicals, but you said you needed five. 
What do I do? Well did you check the Amman Municipality 
Library? No. Did you check the USIS or British Council 
library? No. Well, uy to. , , , 

Even in our rural areas, our students need to take school 
libraries seriously (humble though they may be), libraries at 
neighbouring schools, and libraries in the neighbouring 
towns. The more privileged, with access to Internet, can 
make use of this excellent tool. „ 

Research is also more than going to libraries, studying the 
ideas of others and reporting about them, checking out books 
and photocopying them. It is a process which incorporates 
many processes: reading, comprehending, checking facts, 
comparing, contrasting, thinking, rethinking, analysing, con- 
structing, deconstructing, reconstructing, etc. 

Paradoxically and ironically, one of the worst vices of text- 
books is that not only do they simplify knowledge in a some- 
what superficial way. but they spoil students by_ making 
information easily available to them thereby depriving them 
of the pleasure and value of searching for information. 

When I was in the 9th grade. I was asked by my Arabic 
teacher to give a presentation on Gibran. I went to the school 
library and to the Amman Municipality Library, checked out 
some books, and delivered the presentation orally in front of 
my fellow students. Until now, I remember exact dates relat- 
ing to Gibran’s life, exact names of people and places, exact 
titles of books, exact ideas, etc. By contrast how many other 
poets did I study at school? Tens at least How much do I 
know about them now? Very little. 

Research can be used for learning/ teaching purposes: I 
wish to propose and emphasise this. It may not be the magi- 
cal cure for the malady of memorisation and rote learning. 
But it certainly does help in slowly eradicating such a mala- 
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The View from the East: 

U.S. resolve is needed 


LETTERS 

Amend the law 

To Ibe Editor: 


By Daoud Kuttab 

U.S. Resident Clinton did well remembering the 
existence of the Middle East conflict and dispatching 
his peace envoy to the area. But he is wrong if he 
thinks that this is all it takes to produce abrealahrough 
in the peace process. And time is not on the side of 
peace. 

Palestinians are pessimistic about the success of the 
latest Ross mission. After all this is not his first visit 
to the area, and no tangible change has taken place 
since he last visited four months ago. 

Almost a year ago and after well calculated plan- 
ning and thought, the U.S. suggested a compromise 
deal that they felt was fair to both sides. Palestinians 
were told that this was a package deal that neither 
side could make any changes to iL The Palestinian 
leadership accepted the plan. Israeli rejection came in 
the form of trying to make changes. U.S. Secretaiy of 
State Madeline Albright warned both sides (hat the 
U.S. would publicise the plan and would tell the 
world who had held up its implementation. Thar 
threat has never been carried oul Instead the 
Americans came with an old and overused Israeli 
idea. All that is needed to bring about peace in the 
Middle East they argued was for the parties to talk 
together face to face. 

As expected this naive American idea of leaving 
Palestinians and Israelis to work out their problems 
has failed After all. if the Israelis would not yield to 
their American allies, why would they yield to the 
Palestinians? In a conflict with such a lopsided bal- 
ance of power, such an idea was doomed to fail, rf the 
weak side didn't capitulate to the other. Ross’s return 
is an admission of this failure. 


Now that tbe political ball is back in the U.S. court, 
what will the Clinton Administration do? To begin 
with. Clinton needs to decide whether he is willing to 
pay die political price for doing what it hikes to bring 
forth a resolution. The area is ripe, the gap between 
the parties is narrow and the White House can sure 
use some good news. If Dennis Ross is backed by 
genuine U.S. resolve to bring about a solution, he will. 
His meetings can’t simply be to take notes. In order to 
defend the credibility of the U.S. foreign policy, he 
must make full use of the clout of the world's super- 
power. The idea of a package deal must be made clear. 
If it is negotiable, then both sides should be allowed 
to renegotiate, if not, then both sides must be told in 
no uncertain terms that this is it. Giving one side the 
opportunity to open up the deal has been a terrible 
mistake. It is either a package deal, or we are back to 
square one and any one side can submit its demands. 

The balance of power between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians should not be allowed to influence US. 
policy. The .Americans had worked in Israeli sensitiv- 
ities and demands when the package deal was sug- 
gested. By deriding on the figure of 13% the 
Americans had made a major compromise in favour 
of the Israelis. The original Oslo Agreement speaks 
clearly about the need for Israel to withdraw from all 
the Palestinian territories with die exception of 
Jerusalem, settlements and miiitaiy posts. This 
amounts to a much bigger figure for the first and sec- 
ond redeployment than 13^. Nevertheless. 
Palestinians reluctantly accepted this suggestion as a 
way to move the process forward. Apparently by 
holding out the Israelis were able to try and make 
changes to the original plan. Being the stronger party, 
the Americans were unable, or rather unwilling, to 


stop this heavy-handed Israeli tactic. The result has 
been that Palestinians have refused any changes in the 
deal they agreed upon. By tolerating this Israeli use of 
its political and military advantage, die public gets the 
impression that Palestinians are intransigent and the 
Israelis are seen as flexible, throwing in new ideas 
every time. The reality is the opposite. 

Finally, the G inton Administration and Israel must 
remember the human factor. Five years after the 
beginning of Oslo, some of the most vocal supporters 
of it have been unable to continue to defend it The 
average Palestinian today is utterly frustrated by the 
entire process. Simple things like a Gaza-West Bank 
free passage road has yet to be opened Thousands of 
students and family members have been unable to 
make the journey between these two locations 
defined in the Oslo Agreement as one geographic 
udil Israeli demolitions of Palestinian homes have 
reached unprecedented heights with barely any inter- 
national criticism. East Jerusalem has become like a 
foreign city to most Palestinians as the entry to the city 
continues to be forbidden without a permit. .An 
apanheid-like situation is taking legal cover as Israeli 
settlers fall under different law's from Palestinians liv- 
ing in the same geographic area. The settlers have tire 
freedom to travel, they pay less for water and elec- 
tricity and arc treated differently by the Israeli police 
than Palestinians. 

It is no wonder that the average Palestinian has lost 
faith in peace, in the Americans, die Israelis and even 
their own national authority. Time is certainly not on 
the side of peace despite the artificial relative quiet 

The writer is the director of the institute of Modem 
Media at Al Quds University in Jerusalem. 


THE NEWS from this 
erudite newspaper 
inform us that the prime 
minister and the minister 
of information are sub- 
terfuging behind the fact - 
that they have inherited 
the Press And 
Publications Law from ( 
the previous government, . - 
and that they will be 
objective in implement- 
ing that law. 

Gentlemen. I think $. 
your immediate objec- " 
five is to amend this 
egregious despised and 
incongruous law so it can 
become a more accept- 
able and fair law to all 
the concerned parties, 
and let us to be proud of 
you and say in the future 
that your government 
and no other has passed a 
new. modern, fair and 
well accepted law to 
future governments. 

No one can guarantee 
that future governments 
will be objective. 

Akef Abdib Qnsous 
P-O. Box 811618 
Amman 


Turkey aims at stronger ties with U.S. 


By George S. Hishmeh 

JUST AS the Turkish Prime Minister. Mesut 
Yilmaz. was calling on Jordanian. Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders this week. Turkish officials 
here revealed Ankara's hopes for "increased and 
heightened co-operation" with the United States 
with the blessings of the American Jewish com- 
munity. 

"There are huge projects to be realised (in 
Turkey) which require firm and political will and 
massive investments of capital and human 
resources.” declared the new Turkish ambas- 
sador in Washington. Baki Ilkin. “We need to 
elevate our relations to a level that would be able 
to serve the interests of our two friendly coun- 
tries and nations in a much more extensive man- 
ner.” 

The ambassador was speaking September 2 to 
invited guests of the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, an influential think-tank estab- 
lished with American Jewish money by Martin 
Indyk, who is at present the Assistant Secretaiy 
of State for Near East Policy. 

The institute has started an ambitious Turkish 
Research Program, headed by a former State 
Department official. Alan Makovsky. which 
describes Hs purpose as, among other things, 
seeking “to introduce the Washington communi- 
ty to Turkey's leading political diplomatic, mili- 
tary; and academic figures" through a number of 
different programs. 

In addition to producing its own research and 
analysis on Turkey in an effort "to discern cur- 
rent and probable trends in Turkish foreign poli- 
cy and the impact these trends may have on U.S. 
interests and U-S.-Turidsh relations." the insti- 
tute has established a Visiting Military Fellows 


Program lor Turkish military officers. 

In 1 997-9S the institute held five two-day sem- 
inars on Turkey and its international relations. 
Frve dozen experts and scholars, including 35 
from Turkey, look part, as well as U.S. govern- 
ment officials. 

Ambassador Dkin left no doubt that the 
Turkish government is also counting on the 
“nearly 300.000 strong" Turitish-American 
community in the United States “(to) play an 
active pan in shaping American public opinion 
regarding Turkey.’’ He went a step further, say- 
ing, "Although wc cannot speak of a Turkish 
lobby at this stage, such a prospect is not far 
away from developing.” 

A Turkish-American millionaire has recently 
donated several million dollars to Georgetown 
University for the establishment of a Turkish 
chair. Princeton University also recently founded 
a similar position, but an effort to fund a chair at 
the University of California, was criticised by the 
Armenian community there, especially after it 
became known that the funds were donated by 
the Turkish government which also reportedly 
supported the Princeton chair. The prestigious 
university was compelled to turn down the 
Turkish offer. 

The image that Turkey hopes to project here, in 
the words of its new ambassador, is the 
“enhanced partnership" with the United States 
which he feels has resulted in "closer political 
consultations on regional and global manors as 
well as much deeper level of economic co-oper- 
ation," He particularly underlined Turkey's role 
“as a catalyst for regional economic co-opera- 
tion, which is the key to lasting peace and stabil- 
ity" 

More importantly, in the opinion of the Turkish 


envoy, is the co-operation of the two govern- 
ments in “securing necessary energy’ resources 
for the future." The United Stales has given 
strong support for the Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline 
project and Ankara and Washington are said to 
be crH^peraiing “very closely" on the Trans- 
Caspian gas pipeline project. 

But Turkey’s aspiration, it became obvious in 
the ambassador’s presentation, is “to maintain 
and build" upon the country's long-established 
defence and miiitaiy relations with the United 
States, something akin to what Israel has with the 
United States. “I do not think I need to describe 
the neighbourhood in which we live." he elabo- 
rated. "which necessitates that we maintain such 
a high level of alertness and preparedness." 

He siid his country is “embarking upon a long- 
term. multi-billion dollar modernisation program 
for hs armed forces." He left no doubt that the 
Ankara government will continue to rely on the 
U.S. in tills field since Washington remains "a 
trusted and dependable source for its defence 
procuremenL" 

As a consequence of the modernisation pro- 
gram. he thought then? exists “numerous" possi- 
bilities for joint ventures and business opportuni- 
ties in Turkey. In other words, he continued, “we 
hope that U.S. defence contractors will be able to 
tap into this potential as well." 

Turkish support for die Middle East peace 
process was expressed unhesitantiy and went on 
to voice hope that Turkey and Israel — "the only 
other democracy in our southern neighbour- 
hood” — will provide “the nucleus from which 
long term regional co-operation and dialogue 
will spring.” 

He continued: 

“We also maintain dose historical and cultural 


ties with the Palestinians, encouraging them to 
build viable democratic and economic institu- 
tions. We very much hope that U.S. efforts will 
lead to lasting peace and co-operation between 
the Israelis and Palestinians." 

Ilkin did not go as far as a previous speaker 
from the Turkish Foreign Ministry. Oguz 
Celikkol. who told the institute last April that 
'Turkey believes that the parties to the tMideasl) 
psace process should implement the (Oslo) 
agreements reached and honour their commit- 
ments; Turkey does not see an alternative to this 
course.” 

He also stated then that Turkey “regrets the 
restrictive measures over (Palestinians) which 
penalise also those who have nothing to do with 
terrorism, adding that his country feels that the 
“prolongation of the issue of settlements under- 
mines further die already fragile atmosphere in 
the region and serve the interests of radical oppo- 
nents of the peace process." 

Although this Turkish position may please 
some Palestinians, the depth of Israeli and 
Turkish relations cannot be discounted. Giiikko! 
reported last April that Turkey and Israel have 
signed a total of 19 agreements, the majority of 
which are intended “to prepare the ground for 
scientific, economic and technical co-operation” 
between them, 

Celikkol underlined his governments appar- 
ent ixipe of placing Turkey on an equal footing 
with Israel in American perceptions. Without 
elaboration he noted that “in recent years 
unprecedented improvements in the relations 
ttetween the two very important allies of the 
unned States in the Middle East, Turkey and 
srael. have been realised, Turkey sees tins devel* 
opmenl as a contribution to regional stabUity. , ' 
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fTS NO small task being director gener- 
al of Jordan Radio and Television, but 
Ibrahim Shahzadeh is rearing to go! A 
virtual son of Jordanian broadcasting, 
Sbahzadeb has nearly 40 years of experi- 
ence in the business, sprinkled with stints 
in similar arenas outside the Kingdom as 
well. He joined Jordan Radio in the late 
50s, moved on to establish the Arabic 
section for Radio Iran in late 1960, then 
ir was off to London to work for the BBC 
World Service in 1964. Shahzadeh 
returned to Jordan and started with JTV 
in late 1967. He was the station’s first 
news anchor. He went on to bead the 
news exchange and special operations 
departments in 1973 and in that capacity 
represented Jordan in various 
international radio and television unions. 
In fact he was the first non-European to 
he elected vice president of the news 
committee of the European Broadcasting 
Union in 1985. In 19S6 Shahzadeh 
became director of news, in 1989 direc- 
tor of Radio Jordan, and in 199 1 director 
of Jordan Television until his appoint- 
ment in 1994 as advisor for JRTV as he 
moved into the private sector. Although 
his plans for JTV are ambitious, 
Shahzadeh says that with the help of the 
government and the ■‘enthusiastic minis- 


It’s their day! 



Ibrahim Shahzadeh 

Kr '' * — he refers to his predecessor, now 
Minister of Information, Nasser Judeh 
— he expects to put JRTV on the map 
along with competing stations in the 
region. He sees promise in promoting the 
station commercially, an idea supported 
by Judeh in various state-run sectors. 
But even with his top heavy agenda at 
the helm of JRTV, Shazadeh intends to 
continue hosting his popular call-in talk 
show "Frankly from Amman.” Frankly, 


he says, whatever official duties one is 
asked to assume should not preclude one 
from continuing to practise one's partic- 
ular profession. 

*•** 

VINDICATED: Thouqan Obeidat has 
had his day in court and come out smil- 
ing. Obeidat, who in early 1997 was 
appointed secretary general of the Min- 
istry of Youth until a Cabinet decision 
forced his retirement nine months ago, 
appealed to the Higher Court of Justice 
saying he had been wronged by then 
Minister Qasem Abu Em. A life-time 
civil servant, Obeidat began his career at 
the Ministry of Education in the 60s as 
deputy secretary general and remained 
there until his appointment to the Min- 
istry of Youth in 1997. He was also sec- 
retary general of the Jordanian Olympic 
Committee, a post, he said, he was also 
stripped of last year. Obeidat convinced 
the six court judges that his intentions, 
plans and efforts at the ministry were all 
meant to serve the youth of the countiy. 
He said the convincing was easy. 
According to Obeidat, the court’s ruling 
was strongly worded against the former 
minister, whereas he himself was 


described as highly committed to the 
laws and regulations of the ministry in 
the interest of Jordan. By unanimous 
decision, the court, on July 29. ruled that 
Obeidat is not retired and is indeed sec- 
retary general of the Ministry of Youth 
and should be compensated for any loss 
of wages and benefits owed him since 
the Cabinet decision was taken. The 
newly-formed Cabinet happily complied 
with the court decision and Obeidat 
received a telephone call from Minister 
of Youth Talal Hasson inviting him to 
retun to his office. Obeidat, who is won- 
dering who will take the responsibility of 
compensating him for tire past nine 
months, says he will return to work on 
SepL 16 and is delighted to have Talal 
Hasson os his minister. He says he was 
most grateful to his lawyer Fahed Abu 
lthem and the ministry employees who 
all testified in his favour, as well as the 
judges, one of whom. Hashim A I ay an, 
passed away only yesterday. Obeidat 
said Jordanians should be proud of their 
justice system and government officials 
should no longer fear to take legal 
recourse against what they feel are arbi- 
trary decisions of those ’in power. "I 
think all have celebrated the court's deci- 
sion,'' the secretary general said. 


**** 

DEALING WITH IT: A television 
production team from CNN is in 
Amman until Friday working on piecing 
together a documentary on what is being 
done in Jordan to counter “crimes of 
honour." The piece will be pan of the 
Newsstand Tune programme aired on 
CNN, a one-hour news magazine hosted 
by Bernard Shaw and Jeff Greenfield 
The segment, which will feature an inter- 
view with Her Majesty Queen Noor, will 
profile the work of J.T- staff writer Rana 
Husseini both in her reporting on crimes 
of honour as well as her activities in sup- 
porting NGOs that deal with women’s 
issues. Also featured will be interviews 
with activist and lawyer Asma Khader, 
chief of the National Institute of Foren- 
sics Mu' men HadidL, and Noor Imam of 
the Jordanian Women’s Union. The 
CNN production team led by Jo LeGood 
has visited the newly formed Family 
Protection Unit at the Public Security 
Department and women incarcerated for 
their own protection against being ibe 
victims of a crime of honour. The" seg- 
ment will be presented by Shaw and is 
expected to air in early October. 


**** 

SITE-SAVING: On Saturday a Ger- 
man architect specialising in archaeolog- 
ical projects is to arrive in Jordan to take 
over the supervision of the reconstruc- 
tion of the West Theatre in Um Qais. 
Renata Bare say Regner will be working 
through the Department of Antiquities 
under the supervision of director Ghazi 
Bisheh for the next two years. Ms. Reg- 
ner, who is married and has a daughter, 
has had much experience in similar pro- 
jects in Syria where she worked on the 
Roman temple of Hainan for the Ger- 
man Archaeological Institute as well as 
earlier work also in Syria and antiquities 
sites in Turkey. The West Theatre is a 
small but dramatic site for its black 
basalt construction and its basalt chairs 
(.not seats). It overlooks the plain of Um 
Qais cowards the Jordan Valley, northern 
Palestine and Lake Tiberias. Earlier par- 
tial restoration work was conducted by 
German and Jordanian engineers. Con- 
troversy over such works on this particu- 
lar theatre seems to indicate that the next 
stage may also be a partial restoration. 


Jennifer Hamameh 
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Diet special 


The fatties are taking over 



cite nations rank: 

From the thinnest to the fattest 
the percentage of each population 
classified as obese 



By Jeremy Laurance 

FATTIES ARE taking over the globe. In every 
country in the developed world, waistlines are 
expanding. As prosperity grows, so do bottoms 
and, with some exceptions, a rough guide to 
national income can be obtained from the average 
dress or trouser size. 

In Europe, obesity has increased by 10 to 40 per 
cent, in most countries over the past decade and 
similar increases have been seen in the United 
States, Australia and the Far East. Figures present- 
ed at the International Congress on Obesity in 
Paris this week demonstrate that obesity is a glob- 
al epidemic. 

However, as the league table of the fattest and 
thinnest nations shows, the proportion of the pop- 
ulation who are obese varies widely across the 
globe from the diminutive Chinese to the bulky 
Samoans. Obesity is not merely reflection of the 
calories on the plate. It is influenced by genes, cul- 
ture, physical activity and social attitudes. 

In Britain. 15 per cent of men and 16.5 per cent 
of women are classified as obese, more than twice 
the proportion in 1980 when the equivalent figures 
were six per cent of men and eight per cent of 
women. More than one-third of women and 
almost half of men are considered overweight. Yet. 
as a nation, we are eating no more than we did two 
decades ago. The expanding British waistline is 
baked to the decline in physical activity. More cars 
and video recorders have meant more flab. 

In a global context the British come somewhere 
in tiie middle of the bulk rankings. The two main 
contributors to obesity are a sedentary lifestyle 
and a high fat diet and both are linked to prosper- 
ity. 

Latex this month, Britain’s fatties will be able to 
try a new anti obesity pill which works by com- 
pelling those who take it to stick to a low fiat diet. 

XenicaL which will be available only on pre- 
scription, works by blocking the absorption of fat 
so that it is excreted instead of ending up on the 
hips and thighs. Trials on 7,000 patients have 
shown that up to half achieved a 10 per cent 
weight-loss maintained over two years. 

Tbe drag, whose chemical name is orbstat, is 
D3 ade by Roche and received its European licence 
on July 30. It is to be launched in the U.K. on Sep- 
fcnfcr.2]. 

The thug is licensed for the treatment of obese 
patients with a body mass index over 30. It has a 
deferent action from previous diet pills which 
worked by suppressing the appetite. If too much 
fet is eaten the amount remaining in the gut results 
10 diarrhoea, providing a wanting signal to the 

di«cr. 

Some experts have welcomed it as a novel 


approach to a growing public health 
problem. Dr. Nick Finer, a specialist in 
obesity at the Luton and Dunstable hos- 
pital said: "It is a bit like having a per- 
sonal minder who slaps you on the hands 
as you reach for the cream cakes." 

Others are sceptical. Professor John 
Garrow, editor of the European Journal 
of Clinical Nutrition and former profes- 
sor of human nutrition at St, 
Bartholomew's hospital. London, said 
there was nothing drugs did that diets 
could not do. The problem is. Professor 
Garrow said, "suggesting that obesity is 
controllable is seen as victim blaming. It 
is politically incorrect, although scientif- 
ically it is correct." 

Although obesity is now a global epi- 
demic. the bigger surprise is that more 
people are not affected. Animal studies 
have shown that rats given an unlimited 
quantity of palatable food will continue 
to put on weight until the food is restrict- 
ed. Humans are no different, according 
to Professor Garrow. 

"Human beings now five to 70 or 80 
when they were designed to five to 20 or 
30 from subsistence agriculture where 
scratching a living was pretty difficult. 
New that we are living to a staggering 
age with food available 24 hours a day it 
is surprising that we are not all obese. 
The only reason people are not is thar 
they are either young — because it takes 
time to gain weight — or that they have 
success frilly exercised some control over 
their weight" 

EstiraaFes by the World Health Organi- 
sation’s task force on obesity suggest 
that this is not mere fantasy. By 2005. 
there will be around 26 million obese 
adults in the U.S. On present trends, the 
entire population will be obese in 35 
years unless Americans can be persuad- 
ed to curb their appetites. 

Obesity is defined as a body mass 
index (BMT) over 30. BMI is a measure 
of thinness/fatness derived from a com- 
plex formula (weight in kilogrammes 
divided by height in metres squared). 

A similar approach, which gives a 
rough guide, is to take a waist measure- 
ment If it is more than 102cm for a man 
(40in) or SScm (35in) for a woman, their 
chances of suffering health problems 
associated with their weight rise sharply. 

— The Independent 


WHO IS THE FATTEST OF THEM ALL? 


Percentage of population who are obese 
(body mass index over 30) 
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Muesli, skiing and health: Why Swedes stay slim 

WITHIN EUROPE, Sweden ranks as the slimmest nation, thanks to 1 
muesli skiing and a belief in physical prowess — reflected in the popu- 
larity of its sports clubs, which boast among the highest membership in 
Europe. In Germany, sausages and Sachertone combined with a com- 
Imhment to \foisprung durch Technik has made the roost prosperous 
nation also the weightiest 
In China, a largely rural lifestyle which makes heavy physical 
idemands combined with a low-fat rice-based diet keeps the peculation 
''trim. In the U.S-, where people commute to offices in air-conditioned 
'cars and only break sweat when the pirn delivery is late, average seal 
axes have increased 
Cultural factors play their pan. In Samoa and neighbouring islands in! 
the Pacific, obesity has long been regarded as a symbol of high status and 
prosperity and is seen as attractive as a result. In recent years, there have 
been signs that these traditional notions are changing as more Western- 
ised ideas of an attractive body size take hold. 

There are also sex differences. Women to be fatter than men, a legacy] 
of child-bearing. But here, too, culture plays a part. In the United Arab 1 
Emirates, male obesity rates are similar to those in Britain but among 1 
women they are more than twice as high. 

Despite the enormous international range in rates of obesity, only 
about 20 per cent of differences in body shape can be anributed to genes, 
according to Professor Garrow. 

“If it were the case that the Chinese and Japanese had something in 
their genes dot kept them thin they wouldn't become taller and fetter 
when they migrated to the UiLBut migration studies show that they do. 


— The Independent 


Catwalk model quits, 
jaded by waif worship 


By Amelia Gentleman 

THE FASHION industry's 
obsession with abnormally 
slender physiques has come 
under fire again, this time 
from within. 

Teenage model Sarah 
Thomas has announced her 
decision to quit the catwalk 
in Paris, New Yoifc and 
Milan this year because she 
can no longer tolerate tbe 
fashion world's compulsive 
worship of the skinny form. 

These views, from some- 
one who has witnessed the 
industry’s flaws first hand, 
have fuelled the long run- 
ning criticism of a business 
that promotes unattainable 
and unhealthy ideals as tbe 
norm. 

Described as one of 
Britain’s modelling success 
stories, Ms. Thomas, aged 
18, already feels jaded by 
the international fashion 
world and is rejecting the 
chance to earn up to £6.500 
a day in the next autumn 
shows because of the “ghast- 
ly cattle market." She said: 
“I had begun to dislike 
putting up with the pressure 
to be thin. People want you 
to be skinnier all the time.” 

The model, now the “face” 
of the cosmetics company 
Cover GirL began working 
at the age of 14 when Eileen 
Ford, an agent, took her on, 
saying: "If that girl does not 
make a million dollars in the 
next year, m eat my haL” 


The attraction of the life- 
style quickly faded. She said 
yesterday: "You stand in a 
queue of hundreds of girls. 
Then somebody takes” one 
look at your portfolio, closes 
it, hands it back, says “no 
thanks" and doesn't even 
look up to say “Hello." Ir is 
so impersonal. It’s all a bit 
sleazy.” 

Models who do not make 
the grade are treated with 
contempt. Ms. Thomas, who 
at 5ft lOin, weighs a healthy 
nine 'ston£ said: **I remem- 
ber tiying-things on a couple 



Sarah Thomas: no to 
‘cattle market' (photo 
Chris Moore) 


of times which were a bit 
tight around die hips and 
someone slapped my hips. 
That is hard to take. It is 
incredibly rude.” 

She said the drink, drug 
and eating problems of other 
models horrified her. “You 
see so many horrible things 
backstage. There are very 
young girls under 16, some 
on their own. Some can han- 
dle themselves, but I know 
whar I was like at that age, 
and it drives me mad not 
being able to do anything 
about it.” 

Her comments echo those 
of model Emma Balfour 
who said earlier this year 
that she was leaving the cat- 
walk, disgusted at tbe drug 
abuse and anorexia among 
colleagues. 

Um Newton, spokesman 
for the Eating Disorders 
Association, welcomed Ms. 
Thomas’s comments. “The 
point she is making is not 
just about the pressure to be 
thin, she is also complain- 
ing about being treated 
merely as a body, and that’s 
very much a factor with eat- 
ing disorders.” 

In 1996, the fashion 
world briefly seemed to 
relax its outlook when size 
16 model Sophie Dahl 
became famous, bur two 
years on she remains an 
exception in a world domi- 
nated by matchstick waifs. 

— The Guardian 


Installing, deleting, 
it can be a mess 



By Jean-Claude EEas 

APART FROM operating sophisticated pro- 
grammes, searching the Internet for hidden infor- 
mation or boldly going to scientific number 
crunching, the basic, most important operation 
that every PC user should perform assists of 
simple housekeeping Grouping the files in 
coherent, consistent folders, giving them mean- 
ingful names, moving them from one location to 
another on the hatd disk, deleting useless data and 
making back up copies of vital information are 
essential tasks to do in order to keep a PC — and 
its user — in good health. Its called file manage- 
meni 

Managing user files, those files you create 
when you type a letter, do a drawing, send an e- 
raail etc., is relatively easy. Even if most people 
ignore it or are too lazy to take care of their com- 
puter's file management, some still do it right. 
When it comes to installing progra mmes, hnwev- 
ec things get a bit more comphcated. 

To use a programme under Windows operating 
system one neals to install it first. This consists of 
launching another, a smaller piece of software 
called “Setup” or “Install," specific to each pro- 
gramme and that takes care of the operation. It 
will copy foe necessary from the source disk, typ- 
ically a CD-ROM, onto foe hard disk. It will 
eventually modify some of Windows files so that 
it can nm foe programme efficiently. Simply 
copying foe programme from the CD without 
going through the imtallarinm wouldn’t make it 
operable. 

Computer configurations vary from one 
machine to another, and each programme instal- 


lation works in a slightly different way, this 
depending on several technical factors. It would 
be impossible for users to handle all these differ- 
ent cases. This is why software designers create 
foe "Setup” or “Install” programme that auto- 
matically processes the installations. Because 
programmes are installed through these special 
procedures, which internal details are not known 
to the operator, removing the programme also 
involves another special "Uninstallation” routine. 
This is where most of the damage is usually done. 

Even after nearly 12 years of Windows pres- 
ence in the market, some still try to get rid of a 
programme simply by deleting its files. Firstly 
this doesn’t completely remove the programme 
and secondly there's a high risk of damaging 
Windows, which means other programmes too 
may stop working correctly. The only way to 
remove a programme you do not need anymore 
is to go through the specific process that uninstalls 
it. 

To make things more complicated, even if one 
follows foe instructions by using foe supplied 
“install” and “unmstalT programmes some soft- 
ware never leaves Windows completely. An infa- 
mous example is Microsoft’s Internet Explorer 
version 4.0. Even after removal through legal pro- 
cedures, bits and pieces of tbe programme remain 
on foe hard disk, hut the damage in such case is 
negligible. Often ft will still occupy a tiny place 
on the hand disk. Given the huge size of modan 
hard disks this won’t affect the overall peafrr- 
mance of tbe computen It is only after you decide 
chk fine day to completely reformat — complete 
erasure — the disk that you can really dean up 
the mess left by multiple installs and tmin^ tk 
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Business people air 
views about investment 


climate in Jordan 


By Ahmed Naser 


AMMAN — The Jor- 
danian Businessmen 
Association's (JBA's) 
conference concluded 
Wednesday with a num- 
ber of recommenda- 
tions to encourage 
investment in the King- 
dom. 

Among the recom- 
mendations are the 
establishment of an 
efficient information 
system to keep business 
persons updated on the 
latest investment 

opportunities. 

Other proposals 
include the amending 
of the tax and customs 
laws to attract investors 
into the country and 
cutting down on 
bureaucracy. 

The association also 
welcomed a proposal 
by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, to establish 
a public shareholding 
company to invest in 
water and pledged to 
work as quickly as pos- 
sible to put that propos- 
al into effect. 

The conference, 
organised by the JBA 
and the Investment Pro- 
motion Corporation 
under the patronage of 
Prince Hassan, hosted 
hundreds of busi- 
nesspersons from the 
United States, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen, as well as 
other countries with the 
aim of encouraging 
investment to return to 
the Kingdom. 

Over the past few 
years, many Jordanian 
investors have moved 
their investments to 
Egypt and Jabal Ali in 
the United Arab Emi- 
rates because these two 
places offer better cli- 
mates for business, 
according to conference 
attendants interviewed 
by the Jordan Times. 

Iyad Khalidi. a Jor- 
danian businessmen, 
who runs a fish farming 
and fodder production 
company in Egypt, Fay- 
oum Development, says 
that he chose Egypt 
mainly because of tne 
better tax incentives 
and a bigger market. 

Regarding investment 
in Jordan. Khalidi 


expressed a number of 


reservations, particular- 
ly. the division of 
investment zones into 
A, B and C categories 
and different tax 
regimes for each. 

“Investment should be 
viewed as means to 
eliminating unemploy- 
ment and the increase 
of per capita income, 
not as means of collect- 
ing taxes." he said. 

Asked whether or not 
he thought that the con- 
ference recommenda- 
tions would be put into 
action, Khalidi said: “If 
we achieve 10 per cent 
of what was proposed, 
we will have gone a 
long way." 

Jamil Hindi, another 
Jordanian businessman 
who has investments in 
Yemen said the confer- 
ence opened his eyes to 
investments that he had 
never heard of. 

“The conference is an 
opportunity to attract 
Jordanian expertise and 
funds back to Jordan." 
he said. But. Hindi 
warned that it all 
depends on the serious- 
ness of the government. 

On a more sceptic 
note, Nisreen Hudairi, 
manager of Safa, an 
American company 
here which is owned by 
a Jordanian expatriate, 
noted that the confer- 
ence had come up with 
proposals, but no plan 
of action to implement 
them. 

Hudairi said that 
among the major obsta- 
cles standing in the way 
of attracting investors 
to come to Jordan are 
time-consuming 
bureaucracy and the 
lack of proper coopera- 
tion from government- 
owned companies. 

She cited an example 
of her dealings with the 
Arab Potash Company 
(APC). saying that each 
time Safa "orders a 
quantity of Dead Sea 
salts with certain speci- 
fications, the APC 
sends a quantity of non- 
corresponding salts. 

“This means that we 
lose time as we have to 
treat the salts before we 
can use them.” she 
added. 

Safa is specialised in 
making medicinal and 
cosmetic products out 
of Dead Sea salts and 
sending the salts after 


treatment directly to the 
United States because 
of the poor quality of 
packaging here, accord- 
ing to Hudairi. 

Qasem A. Qasem, a 
banker from Palestine, 
said for Jordan to 
attract investors, it 
should closely look at 
the experience of the 
UAE’s Jabal Ali free 
zone. 

He noted that 
investors there enjoy 
very low or no tariffs, 
little red-tape, free 
business conduct and 
prompt dispute arbitra- 
tion. 

But Qasem said that 
the most important 
aspect was the business 
savvy of the emirate's 
people. “They will lis- 
ten and then make sure 
you leave their office 
satisfied,” he said. 

Another problem with 
investment in Jordan, 
added Qasem, is that 
success stories rarely 
come to surface. “Peo- 
ple only harp on fail- 
ures,” he continued. 

Daoud Jarad, a Jor- 
danian businessman 
from Saudi Arabia, 
echoed Qasem and said 
that he had successful 
investments in Jordan. 
Nevertheless, Jarad, 
said that in addition to 
the bureaucracy's pas- 
sive attitude towards 
investors, banks in the 
country are not doing 
enough. 

He said that Jordanian 
banks rarely extend 
credit to expatriate 
business persons like 
that afforded to busi- 
nessmen residing in 
Jordan. “When you 
want to launch a strong 
project, you need bank 
backing," he added. 

In most cases. Jarad 
said banks stipulate that 
expatriates put more 
money in their projects, 
increasing risks. “The. 
problem in this country 
is that there is not 
enough trust in com- 
mercial circles,” he 
added. 

However, he stressed 
that trust needs time to 
be built. Trust, he said, 
depends on whether the 
government would play 
a more active role in 
the investment process. 


Kingdom seen needing 
more hospital beds 
to meet demand of 
growing population 


By Saha Ma’ayeh 


AMMAN — Despite the 
boom in the number of 
public and private hospi- 
tals, health care 
providers are concerned 
that the number of beds 
at these facilities is still 
not enough to serve the 
growing population. 

Although the number of 
beds increased by IS per 
cent over the last two 
years in private and pub- 
lic sector hospitals, the 
ratio is only 1.6 beds for 
every 1,000 Jordanians, 
Mahmoud Taher, head of 
the Private Hospitals 
Society, said Tuesday. 

In a lecture on invest- 
ment opportunities in the 
health care sector, he 
stressed the need to 
expand health care ser- 
vices to meet the needs 
of a fast rising popula- 
tion. 

“The number of beds at 
private hospitals 

increased by 37 per cent, 
and at state-run hospitals 
by 12 per cent . but the 
increase is insufficient,” 
Taher told more than 70 
interested persons and 
investors at the first con- 
ference for Jordanian 
Businessmen and 

Investors. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times, Taher stressed 
that investment in the 
health care sector should 
focus on upgrading exist- 
ing hospitals and expand- 
ing their services. 

Jordan has S3 private 
and 22 state-run hospi- 
tals. 

“It is better to increase 
the number of beds in 
existing hospitals than 
building new ones to 
accommodate the expect- 
ed increase in demand 
for beds,” he said. 

According to Taher, the 
Kingdom will need 1,200 
more beds by the year 
2000, “so it is recom- 
mended that each hospi- 
tal adds another 20 more 
beds." 

Turning to pharmaceu- 
tical industry, Taber said 
that although this sector 
is considered the second 
largest industry after 
mining, it faces many 
difficulties as a result of 
the rising number of drug 
manufacturers. 

There are 19 pharma- 
ceutical factories in the 
country, three of which 
are still under construc- 
tion. 

“Duplication in manu- 


facturing the same drugs 
might occur, and this, in 
turn, will result in an 
unhealthy competition 
that will negatively 
affect the potential rev- 
enue of these factories.” 
Taher stressed. 

He said that the dupli- 
cation of production 
could also negatively 
affect research, develop- 
ment and quality of med- 
icines. 

Taher suggested that 
investment in the phar- 
maceutical industry 
should not necessarily 
mean building more fac- 
tories. but should focus 
on improving present 
products and facilities in 
addition to producing 
new medical raw materi- 
als which are not current- 
ly made in Jordan. 

He also emphasised 
that investors should 
consider the opportunity 
of boosting the financial 
capabilities of existing 
firms by joining in their 
equity to improve the 
productivity and quality 
of drugs made in Jordan 
in order to be able to 
enter the European and 
U.S. markets. 

Taher pointed out that 
spending one third of 
medical treatment on 
buying medicines is rela- 
tively high compared to 
die total medical treat- 
ment cost because in 
many cases the same 
patient is treated at the 
Royal Medical Services, 
the University of Jordan 
Hospital and the Health 
Ministry’s hospitals. 
“That shows how much 
our resources are wast- 
ed," he emphasised. 

Annually, Taher said, 
each Jordanian spends on 
average JD83 on medical 
treatment and health care 
and JD22.5 on buying 
medicines. 

In an attempt to organ- 
ise the health care system 
in the country. Taher pro- 
posed that each Jordani- 
ans be given one health 
care card. "As such, the 
same patient cannot use 
more than one facility for 
treatment." 

The first conference for 
Jordanian Businessmen 
and Investors was organ- 
ised by the Jordanian 
Businessmen Association 
in cooperation with the 
Jordan Export Develop- 
ment and Commercial 
Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO). 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Hobert Williams j I Peanuts 


ACROSS 
"■ Bear and Berra 
6 Dull and 
colorless 

10 Lillian or 
Dorothy 

14 Gland: pref. 

15 Verdi opera 

16 Narcissus lover 

17 Sailing ship 

19 Genuine 

20 Stalks in 
botany 

21 Well-grounded 

23 Resins 

24 Played the lead 

25 General _ 
Corporation 

23 Bombshell's 
color 

29 Pale 

30 Shepherd’s 
staff 

31 Mr. Baba 

34 Like so 

35 Shoulder 
warmer 

36 Related (to) 

37 Solo of "Star 
Wars' 

38 Frogs' kin 

39 One Iron 

40 Satellite of 
Mars 

42 Mediterranean 
island 

43 Comes forth 

45 Speed of sound 

46 'Brigadoon' 
lyricist 

47 Put In order 

51 Japanese peak 

52 Winter vehicle 

54 Comprehension 
comment 

55 Charlotte 

Bronte novel 
■Jane * 

56 Flower element 

57 Seines 

58 Rip 

59 'JFK* director 
Oliver 
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WAS I CUTE 
WHEN 1 WAS 

. A BABY? > 


ACTUALLY YOU 
WERE UN- CUTE. 







Andy Capp 
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By Xan Lattlmore 
Rosemont, PA 


Ju prux/^M 
► ISUPPOOSD^ 
TOOBTBV?) 


rsTVwerl 
ALLP [ 


VvolMo.1L 
■SURVIVE ' 


DOWN 

1 Bark 

2 Garfield's 
buddy 

3 Fella 

4 Dark blues 


5 Temporary stay 

6 Knights’ wives 

7 Lips 

8 Lemon or 
orange ending 

9 Saloon seat 

10 Actor 
Depardieu 

11 Opening 
remark 

12 Flaky, layered 
rock 

13 Sank (a putt) 

18 Donations to 

the poor 

22 War wagon? 

24 Brakes 

25 SAT test 
section 

26 Workplace 
Injury grp. 

27 Ok! fighter 
plane 

28 Thin wire nails 

30 Total disorder 

32 In _ of 

33 Pen fluids 

35 Taunton's 
count/ 

36 Set of letters 


OODS □□□□ 0Q0O0 

11000000130 00000 
nrammnijiiHQ unuua 
BDQC1Q BOBO C300EI 
H0B H 0O000E100 

0000 00HB00 
0000000 0BE1II000 
□0H0D0O B0S0DB0 
0000000 00001 300 
000OH0 B0D0 

h □ 00000DD anon 

□□□0 Q0E20 00QB0 
□0O00 □DDDDDDSB 
000013 000000000 
0000D 0000 HD0B 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


THE EARTH V IT LOOKS VCU MEAN SURE AUT f YKU 

vI ran sm 


icunsTttm imi 5«MCK. mt 


38 The Mod 
Squad' co-star 
Andrews 

39 One-eyed giant 

41 Els and Kovacs 

42 Serene 

43 Impish 

44 Verdun's river 

45 Grass cutter 


47 Mrs. Dithers of 
'Btondie* 

48 Yugoslavian 
dictator 

49 Lively 
enthusiasm 

50 Text-removal 
$ recti vs 

53 Comic Louis 
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Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


y Currencies & Crogs Ra 

_ 

1.7250 

0.6017 

0.5797 

- 

04484 

14620 

24686 

- 

0.7065 

121.75 

0.4244 

0JD073 

14588 

04390 

0.6683 

14918 

04225 

0.0008 

14124 

04531 

04135 

8848 

04088 

0.1728 

04981 

0.1040 


JPY 

137.04 

79.45 

2Z7J96 

96.30 


1.11 

1245.02 

70.29 

23.64 


Prices as at — 

cap m_ 

1.6190 1702.70 
0.8799 98649 

2,5246 2830-23 
1.0717 1201.62 
1.1080 1242 

1270.80 

0.8913 

0.7797 873.99 
0-Z624 3164 


9/09/98 18:15 


1.9475 5.7865 


I. 1286 34532 

3437\ 9.6183 
13744 4.0836 

14249 44248 

14551 4.3265 

II. 43 34977 

- 24722 

33.6400 - . 


Currency 
US Dollar 

USD 

JOD 

0.7090 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 

Saudi Riyal 

04666 

0.1891 

Bahrain Dinar 

245 

1.8809 

Qatar Dinar 

04748 

0.1948 

Kuwait Dinar 

34787 

24246 

Emirates Dinar 

04723 

01930 

Lebanese/1000 

Egyptian 

0.66 

04940 

04672 

04086 


64896 0-5317 5.1333 04302 

0.1005 0.97 04813 


9.66 0.8091 

a 0838 


LBP 

1517.50 

214044 

404.63 

4025.73 

416.95 

497541 

413.18 


Energy 

OBs Last revlouj 
Brant 040 o.oo 
W.Toxai 1442 1440 

Bonny 0.00 040 

Dubai 1240 1247 

ui_ Gas 129.00 129.00 


■ Currency 
SARiyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East Currencies 
USD DEM~ GBP 
04666 04601 0.16046 

04723 046979 0.16385 
34787 6.65611 147316 
04770 447666 1.59642 
14577 34797 1.1779 


CHF JPY 

047773 36.531 
048571 374023 
444468 449436 
3.75799 363404 
2.7736 268.183 


Metal Prices 
Metal Bid 

Gold (ort) 284.: 
Silver (ori) 4.94 
Platinum (oz’s) 359 
AL (3 Months) 1393 
CU (3 Months) 1691 
Zinc (3 Months) 1031 
Lead (3 Months) 539 
Nl (3 Months) 4311 


Bid Offer 
284.2 284.7 

4.94 447 

359 361 

1392 1396 

1698 0 

1039 1040 

539 539.5 

4310 4330 



-1- 

-3-. 

-6- 


Cncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

USD 

5.6250 

5.6859 

5.5039 

54102 

GBP 

7.6195 

7.5078 

74258 

74578 

JPY 

04492 

04375 

04531 

04727 

DEM 

3.4688 

3.5000 

3.5703 

3.6289 

FRF 

1.5938 

1.6328 

1.7031 

1.7813 

CHF 

3.5000 

34430 

3.6055 

3.6899 

ITL 

54830 

5.0870 

4.5870 

- 


Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Index 

Value -■ 

Chng 

% Chng 

High 

Low- 

DOW JONES 

791241 

-10747 

-144 

8030.57 

790946 

S&P500 

101142 

-1244 

-14 

1027.72 

101048 

FT-SE 100 

5358.6 

144 

047 

53654 

52564 

NIKKIE 225 

14755.54 

-157.95 

-146 

15099.9 

14629.6 

CAC40 

3762.13 

-41.61 

-1.09 

382241 

3760.6 

DAX 

504047 

-6247 

-143 

51614 

6007.11 


PrCte 

8020.78 

1023.46 

53444 

149134 

3803.74 

510344 


Commodity 
Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat ((/ton) 
Soya (c/Hjs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (J/bsh) 
Rice It/ton) 


* JOD Cross Rates 
"Currency Bi 

US Dollar * 0.7 

GB Startling 1.11 

DE Mark 0.4 

CH Franc 041 

FR Franc 0.12 

JP Yen 04! 

NL Guilder 04C 

ITUra 1041 

* Source: Central Bal 


Buy' 

' SOU 

0.708 

0.710 

1.1712 

1.1771 

0408 

041 

04985 

- 0.501 

0.1216 

0.1222 

04317 

0.5344 

04617 

04635 

04132 

04153 
f Jordan. 


New port to be built in Aqaba 


AMMAN (Petra) — An agreement was signed 
Wednesday for constructing a port for the exporting 
of the products of ajoimJordanian-Norwegian ven- 
ture. 

The port is designed for exporting fertilisers oo be 
produced by the Jordanian Phosphates Mining 
Company (JPMC) and a Norwegian company. 

The port will also be used for importing the 
required equipment for the project 

The agreement was signed by the Free Trade Zone 
Corporation's General Manager Ali Madadha and 
the Norwegian company's manager. 


The joint venture is designated for producing 
phosphoric arid and compound feitiliseremthefifie 
trade zones at Shidyeh and Aqaba area and it is 
expected to be operated in 200 1. 

The Norwegian company is one of the interna- 
tional specialised companies in producing ferifcsos, 
minerals and chemicals. The venture is expected to 
produce more than one million tonnes of improved 
fertilisers which are highly demanded by the world 
markets particularly in Asia. Africa and the Middle 
East 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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WOW UN- CUTE 7 


I X c . 


Did you know that chewing sugarless 
gum for 18 hours bums as many 
calories as 20 minutes of aerobics?” 
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Unscramble the 50 tour Jumbles, 
one letter 10 each square, to term 
tour ordinary wonts. 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold end Hike Airfrion 


KAWTE 


on. mart 
beautiful 


•ssssrs'"*--* 


pst 


COVAL 




TITS NOT > 
k ROUND LIKE 
i, A BALL! „ 


I IINHIK (.KKIIIOIT 



IBBART 



TEAREA 


ON THE R£FRIG£R“ 
ATOi? &ECA USE 
THEY AJ2E 


Now arrange trie circled tetters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


Saturday's 
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1702.70 

986.33 

2830.23 

1201.62 

1242 

1270.80 




1517.50 

21 * 0.34 

* 04.53 

* 025.73 

* 16.95 

* 975.41 

* 13.18 
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Business & Finance 




Jordan Insurance Company distributing 
dividends at a rate of 12 per cent 


** THE JORDAN Insurance Company 
(JIC) generated a ID 1.7 million net prof- 
it during the financial year ending March 
31, 1998 compared to JD1.5 million dur- 
ing the same period of 1 996/1997. Board 
Chairman Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
described the profit figure as a record 
compared to previous years despite the 
increase in the number of insurance 
companies operating in the local market. 

Abu Hassan said the 27 insurance com- 
panies have engaged in an uncalculated 
and damaging competition which nega- 
tively affected the productivity and prof- 
itability of the firms. He called for 
reducing the number of operating com- 
-panies noting that the volume of premi- 
ums in Jordan does not correspond with 
this number. Furthermore, Abu Hassan 
said, the JD60 million of capital invested 
in this sector and spread over the large 
□umber of companies does not enable 
the firms to increase the reserves and, 
consequently, to actively invest in vari- 
ous economic activities. 

The chairman said insurance compa- 
nies should be enabled to build addition- 
al technical reserves exempt from 
income tax to be able to face any emer- 
gency situation and to boost their capa- 
bilities which will reflect positively on 
■ the national economy. 

The company posted JD1.9 million in 
net earnings during the financial year 
that ended March 31 compared to JDI.S 
million during 1996/1997. Net earning 
from insurance operation amounted to 
JD1.1 million (JD0.89 million in 96/97). 
Net premiums from the marine insurance 
department was 18.6 per cent lower dur- 
ing 97/98 as it amounted to JD1.3 mil- 
lion, JD30 1,452 less than the JDI.6 mil- 


lion recorded in 96/97. 

Net premiums from the fire insurance 
department declined by 10185,607, or 
7 .94 per cent, with the total being JD2.2 
million (JD2.3 million in 96/97). The 
results were almost unchanged for the 
vehicle insurance department as premi- 
ums during the periods covered were 
both at JDS. 97 million with the differ- 
ence being only JD3.932. 

The decline in the amount of premiums 
was highest at the general accidents 
insurance department which collected 
JD1 million in 98/97, JD636,890 or 8.70 
per cent less than the JD1.6 million net 
premiums during 96/97. The life and 
health insurance department recorded a 
7.53 per cent drop as the amount of net 
premiums stood at JD403.747 in 97/98. 
JD32,88l less than the JD436,628 post- 
ed in the previous year. 

Abu Hassan told the general assembly 
that the continuation of economic reces- 
sion in the region and the increase in the 
number of insurance companies were the 
main causes for the drop in volume of 
the company's activities. The chairman 
concluded that the company has 
obtained the legal registration in the 
Palestinian territories and that JIC is 
about to open branches there. 

According to the balance sheet as of 
March 31, 1998 the company's total 
assets amount to JD21.I million of 
which JD9.I million are current assets. 
At the end of March 1997, total assets 
amounted to JD20.7 million of which 
JD9.04 million were current assets. The 
general assembly approved the distribu- 
tion of JD600,000 in dividends to share- 
holders at the rate of 12 per cent (A1 
Ra’i). 



Kodak 
puts $2.5m 
into Israel 
venture 
fund 

TEL AVIV (R) — 

Eastman Kodak has 
invested $2.5 million 
in Israel’s Eucalyptus 
Venture Capital Fund, 
the fund's managers 
said Wednesday. 

Don Corn, a vice 
president for Kodak, 
was quoted as saying 
that the company 
looked at its interest in 
the fund as an entree 
into the Israeli high 
technology industry. 

Kodak earlier this 
year acquired a 51 per 
cent stake in Israel’s 
PictureVision Inc., a 
company that has 
developed technology 
for storing and deliver- 
ing photos over the 
Internet. 

The Eucalyptus fund, 
formed earlier this 
year by the U.S. 
Investment Bank 
Hambrecht & Quist 
and Israel's Tamir 
Fishman, said it was 
close to completing its 
fund-raising. The fund 
will have $55 million 
under management for 
investment in Israeli 
Internet, software, 
semiconductor and 
oiher high tech compa- 
nies. 
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World financial turmoil 
forces Lebanon to 
halve Eurobond issue 



I nch 21 to April 19) Something you’re learning 
iseful later, h's upsetting your routine today, but 
Yon need to know what’s going on before you 
he wrong direction. You don't have to spend 
it,'dnce you figuit out what to study. It’s prob^ 
tiri^ydd^re avoiding. 

^prilSOtoMsry 20) Wrap up old business today, 
is about starting new projects. Postpone a shop- 
Sunday. You’re more apt tofind what you want 
* then. Put your finances in order tills evening, 
t to know what you've got so you know how 
pod) you can spend. 

?6EMINI:fMay21 to June 21) The son’s in Vhgo, and Virgo 
|wi : Gerami are squared to each other: You’re each other’s 
^toral triarhrTS. You teach them to be more spontaneous; 
.teach you to be better organised. You teach them to try 
things; they teach you to establish routines that work, 
combination produces great results, so relax. 

S (June 22 to July 21) Conditions are even more 
today. You're under a little more pressure. 
||$£!body wants something from you, but it’s not dear wbaL 
ely, this person is getting worked into a frenzy, 
you can figure out what’s required, quickly. Calm 


Mill ill 1 1. *11 1 UUjlJ 


PS0: {July 22 to August21) You’ll have more time for play- 
m£witb friends today, and that’s a relief. Talk to diem about 
been going on. but don’t give them all the details. 
3^’re ^B in the middle of negotiations. That means you 
aeediio hold your cards dose to the vest Be friendly, but 
donAfct eveiybody know what you’re up to. 

SiRGCh (August 22 to September 22) Changes made 
tefrnrty causing umesl People aren’t sure what they 
'^OTidbedoing. arid consequently they’re not doing much of 
’ ’ ’ ’ ogi An older person seems to beteaning on you. You 
drink he or she is asking too much, and that could be 
Sse to. the challenge. You’re much more capable than 
you are. 

$I*RA: ^September 23 to October 22) The moon’s gone 
S^ Ccrnini, making it a little easier for you to check t h i ngs 
bff.ypur lists. .You’re able to communicate even better than 
uortnaV and today that’s important. It looks like there are 
^mita mriers tamjmgs out there. You’re one of the people 
job it is to dear those up, and today you’ll be busy. 
HO; '(October 23 to November 21) The sun’s in 
m oon 's in Gemini, a combination that often 
^-ptoses chfflige. The ice hasn't quite set up yet, bur don’t wait 
" 4 sac, This is your opportunity to push things in the 

.„ ou want. If you don’t have enough resources, ask 
what you need. Or at least figure out whom to ask for 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon has launched a 
$250 million Eurobond 
issue, half the '‘amount 
initially planned because 
of the turmoil in world 
financial markets, issuer 
Merrill Lynch said 
Wednesday. 

The seven-year bond 
issue was launched in 
London Tuesday and is 
expected to close on 
Thursday because of 
strong demand, said John 
Dagher, director of 
Merrill Lynch’s Lebanon 
office. 

He said the coupon is 
expected to be set at 320 
points above seven-year 
U.S. Treasury bonds and 
could even be a little 
higher. 

Dagher told AFP that 
four of Lebanon’s top 
banks each asked to sub- 
scribe for at least $50 
million, in addition to 
$50 million for Merrill 
Lynch. 

In June, Finance 
Minister Fuad Saniora 
said Lebanon had 


charged Merrill Lynch to 
issue a $500 million bond 
in September and another 
$500 million before the 
end of the year. 

But Dagher said the cri- 
sis on world financial 
markets, particularly in 
Asia and Russia, prompt- 
ed the need for “pru- 
dence." 

The Lebanese govern- 
ment decided in 
November to borrow $2 
billion on international 
markets to convert part of 
its internal debt, which is 
costly to service, into 
external debt. 

In March, French finan- 
cial group Paribas han- 
dled a $1 billion 
Eurobond issue for the 
bank in two tranches of 
$500 million each, the 
first for three years and 
the second for five. 

Lebanon has been 
struggling under a debt 
which totalled $15.5 bil- 
lion at the end of June. 
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MONTHS 

Cow” 

COMPANY’S NAME 

J» / E 

urv. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OP 
SNARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLQ: E 
PRICE 

CHANCE 

s 

3S5.SOO 170.000 

ARAB BANK 

18.4 

.89 

20 

410 

91995 

224.00 

224.50 

.50+ 


2.100 

1.620 

JOR. NATIONAL HK. 

13.5 

4.22 

13 

7450 

12325 

1.65 

1.66 

.01 + 

s 

3.200 

1.030 

BANK OF JORDAN 

E 

0.00 

5 

2600 

2686 

1.03 

1.05 

.02+ 

s 

6.520 

2.610 

TBS HOUSIW BX- 

19.4 

3.27 

16 

21050 

33049 

3.05 

3.06 

.01+ 

s 

3.450 

1.760 

JOB. KUWAIT BANK 

■ 8 

0.00 

1 

100 

178 

1.80 

1.78 

.02- 


.870 

.380 

JOR. GULF BANK 

9 

0.00 

11 

75100 

44309 

.60 

.59 

.01- 

s 

3.940 

1.690 

JOB. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.7 

0.00 

3 

590 

1021 

1.72 

1.73 

.01 + 

5 

3.900 

1.3S0 

JQR.XHV. FIN. BANK 

22.8 

3.38 

4 

300 

443 

1.49 

1.48 

.01- j 


.930 

.600 

PHILAD8L.XHV.BK. 

P 

0.00 

20 

49083 

33714 

- 69 

.69 

” 1 


UNX SMC TOR TOTALS JUDEX: 295.20 Z CBG: 

+0.23 

93 

146683 

320519 





2.8SO ■ 

1.740 

JOR FRENCH IN SDR. 

MEM 

9.26 

1 

200 

540 

2.68 

2.70 

.02+ 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 127.27 *CHGt 

+0.09 

1 

200 

540 




S 

2.240 

1.470 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.6 

5.57 

10 

3606 

5337 

1.49 

1 46 

.01- 


1.480 

.740 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

31.1 

0.00 

12 

4750 

373B 

.80 

.78 

.02- 


.590 

.280 

JORDAN XNTL.TRAD. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

ISO 

.30 

30 

- 

s 

1.480 

1.060 

HID. EAST HOTELS 

P 

0.00 

n 

61 

67 

1.10 

1. 10 

— 


1.B30 

1.060 

UNIFIED CO. 

5.0 

9.73 

4 

1500 

1695 

1-13 

1.13 

- 


2.350 

.950 

UNITED FOR FXNAN.INV 

1.4 

5.90 

•2 

2250 

2453 

1.09 

1.09 

- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 108. 

,75 *CHS: 

—0.16 

32 

12681 

13465 





3.900 

1.840 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

11.7 

5. SB 

17 

3870 

7595 

.1.96 

1.97 

.01 + 


6.SOO 

4.070 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

20.2 

4. 88 

6 

21700 

89728 

4.20 

4 10 

.10- 


22.250 

10.050 

JOR. PETROL . REF INARY 

10.2 

B.43 

4 

253 

2667 

10.52 

10.54 

.02 + 

s 

2.570 

1.000 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

11.3 

7.00 

1 

1000 

1020 

1.01 

1.02 

.01+ 


7.350 

5.650 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

7.4 

3.54 

2 

108 

610 

5.65 

S 65 

- 

s 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB PHAHH. HANK. 

7.4 

2.81 

6 

4000 

10118 

2.70 

2.67 

.03- 


2.980 

1.700 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

12.5 

14.71 

3 

3000 

5100 

1.70 

1.70 

• 


.570 

.390 

LIVESTOCK 4 POULTRY 

13.9 

0.00 

8 

6500 

2665 

.42 

.41 

.01- 


.820 

.390 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 


0.00 

4 

500 

206 

.43 

.41 

.02- 


.590 

.300 

INTKRMED . PETRO . CHEH . 

g 

0.00 

6 

9000 

3235 

.37 

.35 

.02- 

+ 

.690 

.390 

JOR. ROCKWOOL XNDS. 


0.00 

1 

100 

37 

.39 

.37 

.02- 


1.760 

.760 

OHrv.CHErt.IHDS. . 

8.5 

9.64 

1 

100 

83 

.80 

.83 

.03 + 

s 

2.300 

.700 

HATL. CABLE WXRB.MFAC 

33.8 

0.00 

19 

also 

5933 

.75 

.72 

.03- 


.730 

. 3 BO 

JOR. SOLPBO-CHEM 

7.8 

0.00 

9 

2850 

1186 

.43 

.41 

.02- 


1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PHARK.CHZK. 

13.9 

4.76 

2 

700 

882 

1.26 

1.26 


5 

1.290 

.530 

ONrv. MOON. ENDS. 

10.0 

9.52 

81 

78110 

49464 

.63 

.63 

- 


.930 

.500 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

Q 

0.00 

a 

2800 

1456 

.53 

.52 

.01- 


1.600 

1.200 

HATL. CHLORINE 

8.8 

7.94 

6 

5026 

6330 

1.26 

1-26 

— 


1.080 

.600 

JOR. HEW CABLE CO. 

9.2 

15.38 

26 

20960 

13544 

.65 

.65 

— 

s 

1.310 

.910 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

6.34 

7 

1550 

1426 

.92 

,92 

- 

s 

J..220 

.860 

ONION CB. £ VEC. 

11.0 

0.00 

11 

35600 

35582 

.95 

1.00 

.05+ 


.890 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL ■ 

9.5 

8.24 

9 

27000 

22950 

.85- 

.95 

- 


.710 

.580 

kat. aluminium; 

34.2 

0.00 

56 

32650 

22041 

.68 

.69 

+ 

rl 

O 


.670 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.1 

0.00 

19 

15300 

8489 

.56 

. 56 

- 


IHDDSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS - I+DEX: 80.82 *CHOi 

-1.02 

312 

280721 

292946 




GRAND TOTAL 

I Ip EX: 177, 

.71 XCHGi 

-0.08 

43B 

440291 

527471 
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AJRIES: (March 21 to April 19) Looks like money is com- 
ing in today, or at least you could make that happen. The 
major obstacle 'might be your own resistance. Don’t play 
hooky, or you’ll mess up your chances for a raise, promo- 
tion or some other goody that will lead to an increase in 
income. Stick to business, and prosper: 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your good luck contin- 
ues through most of the day. You could nm into a couple 
of problems tonight, but don’t let them bother you. It 
looks like a loved one wants something you can’t afford 
to' provide. This is not a big problem. This whole situation 
wDl be forgotten by‘ tomorrow. . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Things lode pretty well 
settled down, but that’s not necessarily true. Some glitch- 
es could occur this evening, so be watching for them. A 
system you’re putting into effect doesn’t have all the bugs 
worked out yet That’s OK. Just anticipate more changes 
and you won’t be dismayed if you have to make them. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) There could be problems 
for other people today. You’re in a good position to pro- 
vide counsel. Stay calm, cool and collected, and you'll 
seem like the pillar of strength you want to be. Actually, 
you’re gaining from friends and relatives. They’re giving 
you good advice. Pass it along and you'll look like the 
wise one. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The lessons we most resist 
are the ones we most need to learn. If you come up against 
a baffling situation today, take your time to figure it out. 
You don’t get more points for moving more quickly. In 
this case, you’ll get the most points for making the most 
sensible decisions. Keep that in mind. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Looks like the 
train’s stalled today, if not completely derailed. It’s not 
your fault. You planned carefully, but there were variables 
you couldn’t have predicted. Everyone’s looking at you, 
but it doesn’t mean you made a mistake. They just think 
you’re the most likely person to figure out the next step. 
And you are. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) It’s time ro make 
a financial decision. There could be something a little dif- 


ficult about this one, but you're in a good position to open 
the communication channels. If you’ve got a conflict 
going, especially with a loved one, just keep the other per- 
son talking. You keep listening. It won’t be easy, but it 
will be worth it 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) It might seem 
like every time you turn around, you’re running into a 
closed door: That’s OK. The lesson for today is about 
patience and perseverance. Don’t give up. Let others 
. know what’s in it for them, and you'll get them working 
‘ for you instead of against you. Then you’ll see amazing 
results. 1 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
work's there, and your responsibility is increasing. Don’t 
worry. The money will come. too. It’s just a matter of get- 
ting things rolling first Right now, look to see what needs 
to be done, then jump in and do it You’re investing in 
your own future, and it’s going to work, too. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Something 
you want to happen isn’t quite materialising, but that 
doesn’t mean it never will. There are commitments to be 
mark: and details to be figured out. Take care of them first. 
Go ahead and start a big project now. and don't be dis- 
mayed if it doesn’t get completed right away. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There’s stress 
on you, some of it financial You’re not sure where you're 
going to get the money you want to achieve your objec- 
tives. Those goals look almost within reach, too. Don’t let 
a minor setback get you down. It’s just another puzzle to 
be solved. Look at it as part of the game and it’ll be more 
fun. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Something at work 
won’t go the way you planned it An assignment you're 
offered seems practically impossible. Just get back to the 
drawing board. You need a pattern to follow, and you may 
have to draw it up yourself. Now the assignment doesn't 
look so hard, does it? It’s just another way for you to show 
off your talent 

Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 


(^Jordan Marketplace *** JC 

)RDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace^ 

[DAJANI JEWELLERS. ‘ 

f ~ * / • A-r»ra Fo r un- Hotei. Prone 

/ 1 VlClteWJ* f/fC> OCCtlSUOft. Amman - Cairo - Rio 5527118 


^GIITARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Gsm&kmis are in a state of flux. You might even slip some- 
5 h thar was previously rejected. There’s a lot of 
going on out there, and everybody’s in the mood 
But if you come up with good reasons (one of your 


l^ : .rted r -.but you’re not seeing results. Thar doesn’t mean 


_, DU L UUU L gpi hUCMCU, T 

to make modifications in your original plans. It looks 
.. Jhfcniigbtbe required. 

I^UARXUS: (January 21 to February 19) In some ways. 
^ fepfing hpttpr in other ways, you're running into more 
“'Air feast you’ve got support from someone who 
mdi Together you'll solve more complicated 
you could by yourself. Avoid an argument, 
nnatioa You can make the trig deo- 

gruffly .20 to March 20) You finished your 
ojitiine yesterday, ■ or you should have. If not do that 
"wifi stffl be changes to make before you get the 
' smoothly, but that’s OK If you antia- 
you won’t be upset when they happen, 
as a bug collector. 

n? Se ptemb er-. .Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 


Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and safe 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 




h FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


THE~ — 

ART COURSES 


Pencil - charcoal 
Pastel - watercolour 
oil -Rendering for 
Architecture# 
Interior Design Students 
Prof. Dr. Ebrahim Shalabt 


Cull : 5529999 

. operator i pager 

No : 18206 dr Tel 5523696 

from 4 - 6 pm. only. 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Fuily 

Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax; 5674551 

e-mail : aystalG go. com, jo 





ftmk^Odsm 
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L'olirier Restaurant 

* 


Abdoun 5929564 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 


J&mrcxjfor 


Visit Us At , 
Www.vipara b.com/vip gift 


iastMai 


At 6th Circle 
Tel:: 5510001 



Shehrazad Restaurant 

Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and live music. 


urn friend 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING ‘ 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Hingis lifts game to down Seles 


NEW YORK fR} — 
Defending champion 
Martina Hingis found the 
game that brought her four 


Grand Slam titles by the 
age of 17 in time to down 
sentimental favourite 
Monica Seles on Tuesday 


night and eam a return trip 
to the semifinals of the U.S. 
Open. 

The top-seeded world 


Martina Hingis of Switzerland leaps for joy after beating Monica Seles of the U.S. dur- 
ing fourth round play at the USTA National Tennis Center Tuesday 8. Hingis, the top 
seed and defending champion won in straight sets 6-4 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


number one still had not 
stopped smiling long after 
her exciting 6-4 6-4 victory 
over the two-time former 
champion ended something 
of a crisis of confidence for 
the Swiss sensation. 

“I'm happy I still can play 
tennis out there. I just felt 
very good out there 
tonight.” said Hingis, who 
is without a title since the 
Italian Open in early May 
and had not been pleased 
with her play in the run to 
the quarter-finals. 

“Definitely, 1 was a little 
bit worried about my 
game." admitted Hingis, 
who jumped for joy as if 
she had won the tourna- 
ment after smacking an ace 
on match point to end the 
72- minute contest that fea- 
tured high-quality, enter- 
taining shoimaking from 
both players. 

"I have the feeling I'm 
getting better again,” added 
Hingis. 

That Hingis had lost her 
last two matches with Seles 
— last month in Montreal 
and in the French Open 
semifinals — weighed 
heavily on her mind enter- 
ing Tuesday’s contest. “She 
kind of killed me in that 
match.” Hingis said of the 
Roland Garros rout. 

But on this cool, breezy 
night, tennis' teen queen 
came up with the big shots 
at crucial times in the 
match, saving six of seven 
break points she faced and 
keeping the sixth-seeded 
former number one on the 
run. 

Seles played with deter- 
mination and intensity. But 
Hingis showed the remark- 
able poise and instinct for 
coming up with the right 
angles that helped her take 
the tennis world by storm 
last year. 

A lone service break in 
the fifth game was just the • 
edge Hingis needed to take 
the tight first set. 

They traded breaks in the 
first two games of the sec- 
ond set and Hingis saved 
three break points in the 
fourth game to keep Seles 


Slovakia’s Karol Kucera returns a backhand shot to Andre Agassi of the United States during the fouth round of U.S. 
Open play at the USTA National Tennis Center in New York Tuesday $. Kucera, the men's ninth seed at the Open, won 
the match 6-3 6-3 6-7 6-3. (REUTERS photo) 


from getting on a roll. 

A bit of Tuck finally put 
Hingis in the driver’s seat. 

Seles was facing double 
break point at 3-3. 15-10 
when the top seed hit a 
backhand return that caught 
the net cord and fell on 
Seles's side of the net. 

Hingis, brimming with 
renewed confidence, then 
held her final two service 
games at love to take her 
place in the final four. 

“T really feel on just a 
couple of key points, she 
played a lot higher percent- 
age tennis than I did." said 
Seles, the 1991 and 1992 
champion. 

“I knew coming in that 
she's going to want to win 
this match really badly, so 
she’s going to try to raise 
her level of game and 1 
think she did that,” Seles 
added. “She definitely did 
that aL the key times.” 

In the semifinals, Hingis 
will take on her doubles 
partner, third seed Jana 
Novotna, a winner earlier 
on Tuesday. 

The Wimbledon champi- 
on overcame “brutal" 
swirling winds to post a 6-2 
6-3 victory Hingis's Swiss 
Fed Cup teammate. 1 1th 
seed Patty Schnyder. who 
had shocked five-time 
champion Steffi Graf in the 
previous round. 

In the late Tuesday night 
match, they replayed the 
French Open final in the 
fourth round of the U.S. 
Open and the result was the 
same, a straight-sets victo- 
ry for 10th seed Carlos 
Moya over close friend and 
fellow Spaniard Alex 
Corretja, the seventh seed. 

Playing in front of a few 
hardcore fans who 
remained after the Hingis- 
Seles match, Moya posted a 
hard-fought 7-6 7-5 6-3 
victory in two hours. 41 
minutes to nail down the 
final men's quarter-final 
berth. 

Moya, who needed five 
sets in his two previous 
wins, next meets unseeded 
Magnus Larsson, one of 
three Swedes to make it to 
the final eight, along with 
Jonas Bjorkman and 
Thomas Johansson. 

Bjorkman, the 12th seed 
and a semifinalist last year, 
earned a crack at defending 
champion Patrick Rafter 
with a 6-4 2-6 6-2 6-2 win 
over Dutchman Jan 
Siemerink. 

The third-seeded Rafter 
continued the red-hot play 
that brought him three 
hardcoun titles this sum- 
mer, taking out Wimbledon 
runner-up Goran Ivanisevic 
6-3 6-4 4-6 6-1. 

Unsceded Johansson 
upset error-prone Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
1 1 th-seeded former French 
Open champion. 3-6 6-3 6- 
3 7-6, and will next meet 
big-serving Australian 
Mark Philippoussis. who 
upset I3th-seeded Briton 
Tim Henman 7-5 0-6 6-4 6- 
1. 

Larsson bounced a fellow 
unseeded player. German 
Oliver Gross. 6-4 7-5 5-7 6- 
2 

Ninth seed Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia disappointed 
fans clamouring tor nn 
Andre Agassi- Pete Sampras 
quarter-final by coming 
back from down a break in 
the fifth set to upend eighth 
seed Agassi 6-3 6-3 6-7' 1-6 
6-3. 

Agassi had just turned the 
tide in his favour when rain 
stopped play Monday night 
and he was unable to com- 
plete his comeback on 
Tuesday. 

“It doesn't take much for 
one set to get away from 
you,” lamented a disap- 
pointed Agassi, the 1994 
champion. 
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Carlos Moya of Spain returns a backhand to Alex Corretja of Spain during U.S, Open j 
fourth round play at the USTA National Tennis Center Tuesday 8. Moya won 7-6 7-5 6-3 • 
to advance to the quarterfinal (Reuters photo) 
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U.S. Open at a glance 
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NEW > ORK (API -- I lighlighis of Tuesday’s play in the SI4 million U.S. Open 
tennis championships: 
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Weathcr: Overcast and c»**l w ith a briel vhenver and u hich of 74 F (23 C) 
Attendance: Day: l«.l 50. Night: 16.762. Total: 35.912. 
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Results: Swedes Jonas B,. irk man. Magmj> Larsson and Thomas Johansson, along 

D - P* ™ K * l, ; ,i K,wia - M:u! Hnlirpoussis and defending champion 

Patrick Rafter. advanced to ii.--- men's quark-rlluals. Wimbledon champion Jana 
Novotna and defending champion Manilla Hingis advanced to the women’s semifi- 
nals. Novotna heat Pau> Schnyder 6-2. 6-3. Hingis beat Monica Seles 6-4, 6-4. 


State of the Day: Karol Kucera is the *-n!> player other than Jim Courier in 1991 
to heal Andre Ajv.,m and Pete Sampras in a Gland Slam event in the same year. 
Kucera beat Sampras in ill*.- quarterfinal. of the Australian Open. 


Quo.eoT.hcD:,;: ni-h. hud ,.u„ He | Kucera] was just rerun.- 

mg Ur* hull, "inn..* I-miK Ml of a sudden, when I relumed ihe ball, he wasn't 
ready (o hurl me. Today he was and he did.” — Andre Aswi 
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! ANNA KARENINA 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 
6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


TEL H.W22K 

PLAZA 


NASSER 


Comedian Ariel Imam . 

AL ZA'EEM 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. 9:30 


Additional shows Thursday and \ 
• Friday evening at 12:30 
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NASSER 
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CONTACT 

Shows: 8:15.1030 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Showy 3:?n. 5:30 only 


GALLERIA 1 
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GALLERIA 2 


E5*an>telhe0te 
TEL: 4625155 


ABDOUN 

wmwxns.com. jo/Callcrui 


ABDOUN 

iiWioxiis.coni.jo^CnHerii) 


GODZILLA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30 


CITY OF ANGELS 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, S:3n 


WATCH OUT FOR 
THE NEW PLAY 


Add Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 

«it 1 1.1:30 p.rp. 
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Commonwealth Game* ; 

Games competitors run for cover on first day 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) Pakistan were also given I 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— The biggest-ever Com- 
monwealth Games started 
Wednesday with a tropical 
downpour turning the 
cricket into a lottery and 
or oanisers putting a brave 
face on empty stands. 

Competition started two 
jays ahead of the official 
opening for the first 
Games staged in Asia, but 
one which will be crucial 
for the future of the event. 

Cricket, hockey, rugby 
sevens and netball have 
been brought in for the 
first time to add to the 
event’s international 
appeal which this year has 
drawn 4,000 athletes from 
70 nations. 

Australia’s cricketers, 
led by Mark Waugh, 
opened their campaign 
with a nine-wicket thrash- 
ing of Canada in only two 
hours, while Sri Lanka 
hammered hosts Malaysia 
bv seven-wickets. 

But the Indian batsmen 
and Riley Jacobs’ Antigua 
scurried for cover, along 
with Scotland and Pak- 
istan teams at a nearby 
ground when the heavens 
opened. 

India may have been 
saved from an embarrass- 
ing defeat, but the solitary 
point for the abandoned 
match was a major blow 
for Pakistan and the crick- 
et contest risks being 
turned into a game chance 
if the daily downpours 
continue. 

Pakistan immediately 
called for earlier starts and 
shorter matches to avoid 
storms. Organisers may 
ran Friday's opening cere- 
mony on another day if a 
downpour strikes. 


Pakistan were also given 
a scare in the opening 
men’s hockey when they 
only managed to beat 
minnows Kenya 5-4. 
Imran Yousaf scored four 
for the winners, but the 
African side came back 
from 4-2 to stretch the 
favourites. 

Australia’s men ham- 
mered India's ailing side 
5-2 and the world champi- 
on Australian women, 
who have complained 
about the pitch being too 
dangerous to play on, 
destroyed Scotland 6-0. 

Even when the sun was 
out, athletes were not 
happy. A Games village 
spokesman said athletes 
were "drinking like crazy" 
to avoid dehydration in 
the 34 degrees centigrade 
temperatures in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Suzana Bujang from the 
host nation’s synchronised 
swimming team fainted in 
the heat during training 
Wednesday. 

Malaysia had some good 
news when their top seed- 
ed men's badminton side 
hammered Jamaica 5-0 in 
the preliminary pools. 

Ong Ewe Hock, 
favourite to win the men’s 
singles gold, conceded 
only seven points as he 
got Malaysia off to a win- 
ning start against Graham 
Bradley. 

The team are hottest- 
favourites of any event at 
the Gaines, but there was 
little acclaim from the 
empty stands. Most of the 
people in the badminton 
stadium were players, 
officials, volunteers or 
police officers. 

There were also pre- 


/ - 1930 Hamilton 
1 1 countries 400 competitors 
V - 1954 Vancouver 
24 countries 662 competitors 
XI - 1978 Edmonton 
48 countries 1 ,500 competitors 
XV- 1994 Victoria 
67 countries 3,000 competitors 


VIII - 1966 Kingston 
34 countries 1,050 competitoi 


III- 1938 Sydney 
15 countries 464 competitors 
VII - 1962 Perth 
35 countries 863 competitors 
XII - 1982 Brisbane 
47 countries 2,143 competitors 




11-1934 London 
16 countries 500 competitors 
VI - 1958 Cardiff 
35 countries 1,130 competitors 
IX -1970 Edinburgh ' 

42 countries 1 ,383 competitors 
XIII - 1986 Edinburgh 
20 countries* 


TO 




J M ,v ' 1950 Auckland KIP 
12 countries 590 competitors 
X - 1974 Christchurch 

_ 38 countries 1 ,276 competitors 

r i911 London: ^ XIV - 1990 Auckland 

First Empire Sports - forerunner 57 countries 2,900 competitors 
of the Commonwealth Games. 

Five events only. * Affected by South Africa boycott 


cious few spectators in the 
cricket grounds, despite 
the big names on display 
like world number one 
batsman, Sachin Ten- 
dulkar and West Indies 
bowler Curtley Ambrose. 


Malaysia’s Youth and 
Sports Minister Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin empha- 
sised the importance of 
hosting the 16th Com- 
monwealth Games 

describing it as the coun- 


try's showcase to the 
world and emphasising 
how it had inspired the 
Malaysian people to for- 
get the country’s econom- 
ic and political crisis. 

"This has not dampened 


their spirit in any way" he 
said. 

But Muhyiddin admitted 
that barely 400,000 tickets 
had been sold of the 1 .28 
million available. 

Organisers said that fig- 


ure was higher than in 
Victoria four years ago. 
But Malaysian firms have 
bought many of the tickets 
to hand out to children. 

Muhyiddin insisted 
however the Games would 


still be a success that 
would lead to Malaysia 
winning its bid to host the 
2006 Asian Games. 
Malaysia has also has 
ambitions to stage an 
Olympics. 


Participants geer up for National Rally 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — The Second of 
four LG National Rallies 
for the 1998 season kicks 
off Friday with 14 drivers 
taking part in the one-day 
event. 

The rally, organised by 
the Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan (RACJ). will 
cover a distance of 194.76 
km with three sections and 
8 special stages. 

The drivers will pass 
through Alook, Rumman 
and Sheiieh areas. 

A heated competition is 
expected berween Jordan’s 
1997 Open National Cham- 
pion Mohammed Daoud, 
who took sixth place in 
August’s International 
Rumman Hill Climb, and 
his brother Ahmad who 
look first place in the 
National Rally in April. 

“Ahmad will face tough 
competition from his broth- 
cr Mohammed which will 
make it exciting to follow,” 
RAG spokesperson Bader 
Rasheed told the Jordan 



Ahmad Daoud in his Renault 5 CFile photo) 


Times. 

Popular Jordanian racers 
and one Irish racer will 
compete Friday for the tide. 
“A mar Haddad, who 


returned to the rally scene 
after a long absence, will 
join the race, as well as Jor- 
dan's champion Fares Bus- 
tami,’’ he said. 


"According to the regula- 
tions any person holding a 
valid Jordanian license can 
compete with Jordanian 
drivers" Rashced pointed 
out. 

Asked why women dri- 
vers would be absent in 
this event. Rasheed said, 
“lack of support is one rea- 
son that did not allow our 
lady drivers to participate in 
the national rally." 

RACJ will prepare for the 
coming Pepsi Speed Test on 
Oct 23 and the Third 
National Rally which will 
take place on Oct. 30. 

Among ocher prepara- 
tions the club will organise 
Rally Tour in November 
and the 4x4 Rally which is 
scheduled in December, 
according to Rasheed. 

, _ . _ , . Awards and prizes will be 

"Lee Den from Ireland .u„ 

. ,, . , ■ _ . . presented to the winners ot 

holds a Jordanian driver s \ , . _ . 

license which entities him National Rally in a spe- 
to compete in the national ^al ceremony Friday 


Murdoch buys Manchester 
United for record price 


rally", he added. 


evening at the RACJ. 


LONDON <AP) — 
Manchester United, 
among the world’s 
wealthiest soccer 

clubs. announced 

Wednesday its board 
has accepted a record 
623.4 million pound 
($1 billion) buyout 
offer from Rupert Mur- 
doch’s BSkyB satellite 
television company. 

The deal, the highest 
price ever paid for a 
sports team, evoked a 
storm of protest from 
fans and some lawmak- 
ers, and many charged 
it would give the Aus- 
tralian-born media 
magnate a stranglehold 
on televising Premier 
League soccer. 

A supporters’ club 
vowed to fight the deal, 
which needs the 
approval of sharehold- 
ers and the govern- 
ment. and protests 
were urged at Wednes- 
day night’s match 


against Charlton Ath- 
letic. 

"We’ve certainly not 
betrayed our support- 
ers,” Manchester Unit- 
ed chief executive Mar- 
tin Edwards said, fac- 
ing a string of largely 
hostile questions at a 
joint news conference. 
"We’ve secured a safe 
future for them." 

The offer, in cash and 
shares, values Man- 
chester United shares 
at 240 pence (396 
cents) each. BSkyB 
offered 120 pence (198 
cents) plus 0.2537 
BSkyB shares for each 
Manchester United 
share. On Friday, 
before news broke of 
the negotiations, Man- 
chester United shares 
closed at 159 pence 
(264 cents). 

The price far out- 
stripped the $ 350 mil- 
lion that Fox Sports, a 
division of Murdoch's 


News Corp., paid for 
the Los Angeles 
Dodgers in March — a 
record price for a base- 
ball team. 

BSkyB chief execu- 
tive Martin Booth tried 
to allay fans’ fears. 

“Our interests are 100 
percent aligned with 
the Manchester United 
fans,” Booth said. 
“They want to win the 
league, so do we. They 
want to win the [Foot- 
ball Association] cup, 
so do we. They want to 
have the best players 
and best manager, so 
do we." 

In a statement posted 
on the electronic 
announcement system 
of the London Stock 
Exchange, BSkyB said 
it recognised the club 
was "not just another 
business, it is part of 
the cultural fabric of 
Manchester and the 
nation.” 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In a very good condition. 

_ Location: Abdoun, near Olympia Hotel. 

for morevirifoginafion^ 


. - Foreigners leaving Jordan. 

^furniture and household goods for sale. 
Mtargains. Sale: Friday 8:00 ajn. -1:00 p.m. 


Ma'rouf A1 Rasafi Street 
^ T street as Abella Supermarket) 


Experienced Maid 
Child care experience. 

Contact: 5679057 

FOR RENT 

Newly Furnished Ground Floor Apartment 
Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), sitting room, 
dining room, living room, kitchen (fully equipped), 
separate centraf heating, telephone, satellite, gar- 
den, car park. 

Location: West Shmeisani. - 
For more information please call: 5539753 
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our BABY GROUP activities will 

GO BACK TO NORMAL EVERY SVNDA Y AND 
TUESDAY, 10:00 A.M 1:00 P.M.DMCLUDING 

free BREAKFAST upon admission 
LOTS OF NEW TOYS AND PLAYING AREAS 
AGES 1-3 YEARS /CALL: KIDS ZONE 5926677 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A 220 sq.m, second floor apartment for rent in an 
area overlooking Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, one 
street away from the Hyatt Hotel, near the Goethe 
Institute. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 
verandas,, kitchen and an SO sq.m, reception area. 

For more information, please call: 4641 988 


WANTED 

IMMEDIATELY 

A Procurement and Disbursement Specialist to 
work under an Internationally funded project for 
two years with Possibility of extension for another 
year. Applicant will be Required to assist with 
processing and preparation of contracts for goods, 
services and systems for various public sector 
organizations; keep accurate accounting; assist with 
disbursement of invoices; and maintain records of 
procurement activities. Familiarity with 
procurement regulations of International agencies 
is desirable. 

Fluency in English is necessary. Salary and benefits 
commensurate with qualifications. 

Only well qualified candidates need apply. 

Administrator ( T F ) 

Fax: 5537702, AO. Bax 941494, 
Amman 11194 Jordan 


III The British Council 

EXAMINATIONS 

GCE/IGCSE 

The British Council would like to announce 
that entries for Edexcel Foundation (London 
Exams) GCE January 1 999 session and the 
University of Cambridge IGCSE/GCE 
November 1998 session will be accepted from 
Sunday 13 - Tuesday 15 September. 

We encourage candidates to register during 
this period to avoid payment of the late endy 
fee. 

Registration time; 09:30 a.m, to 12:30 p.m. 

Candidates are required to bring with them a 
recent photo, an official identification and a 
copy of their passport. 

Please ask for Miss Diana Muasher 

Regisiercd 10 England As A charity No. 209131 
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12 News 


Al: Israel, PNA consistently 
violate human rights 


TEL AVIV tAPl — Israel 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) have con- 
sistently violated human 
rights in the name of securi- 
ty in the five years since 
they signed their first peace 
agreement, the human 
rights group Amnesty 
International tAI) said 
Wednesday. 

During the five-year peri- 
od, Israel has arrested more 
than 8.000 Palestinians and 
routinely subjected them to 
torture, the London-based 
group said in a 40-page 
report. 

Israel's Supreme Court 
has legitimised the use of 
torture and detention with- 
out trial, the report said. 

The PNA has detained 
hundreds of suspected 
Islamists and collaborators, 
and 19 people have died in 
detention, most as a result 
of torture, the group said. 


David Bar-Dlan, an advis- 
er to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
the detentions were a neces- 
sary tool to protect Israel 
and save lives. 

Nabil Abourdeneh, an 
adviser to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment 

However. Han an Ashrawi, 
a human rights campaigner 
and until recently a minister 
in Arafat's cabinet said the 
deaths in detention were “a 
source of serious concern." 
Amnesty said both sides 
engaged in human rights 
violations in the name of 
security, but the Palestinian 
population has become the 
main victim of the viola- 
tions. 

It said some of the PNA's 
violations were carried out 
under pressure from the 
United States and Israel, 


which have called for a 
crackdown on Islamists 
responsible for more than a 
dozen suicide bombings in 
Israel since 1994. 

“In a spiral of violence, 
killings of Palestinians by 
Israeli security services or 
settlers have led to suicide 
bombings [by Islamists] 
and the deaths of Israeli 
civilians," the report said. 
“These have led to waves of 
arbitrary arrests, incommu- 
nicado detention, torture 
and unfair trials." Bar-Hlan 
accused Amnesty of using 
“an obnoxious double stan- 
dard." He said the report did 
not give sufficient weight to 
the Hamas suicide bomb- 
ings and bristled at the 
claim that Israel was pres- 
suring the PNA to violate 
human rights. 

Most of those targeted by 
the PNA were people sus- 
pected of cooperation with 


Israel, he said. 

‘To blame the dictatorial, 
corrupt and arbitrary 
regime of the Palestinian 
Authority... on Israeli and 
American pressure is to 
insult history and plain 
common sense.” he said. 

In its report. Amnesty also 
said that an Israeli commis- 
sion of inquiry has 
endorsed the principle of 
allowing Israeli security 
forces to kill suspected ter- 
rorists anywhere in the 
world. 

The commission had crit- 
icised the Israeli security 
services for botching the 
assassination of Khaled 
Misha’ al. an Islamist leader 
in Jordan, last year, but it 
did not question the govern- 
ment's decision to carry out 
such operations, the report 
said. 


‘Israel, Turkey to hold 
joint air exercise’ 


Aziz: 

Butler’s report 
baseless 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a 
new sign of increasing mil- 
itary cooperation, Israel 
and Turkey are to hold their 
first joint air exercise this 
month, a British journal 
said Wednesday. 

Several Arab countries in 
the region, especially Syria, 
have expressed concern 
about the Israeli-Turkish 
military alliance. 

Israel and Turkey say 
their cooperation is not 
directed against other coun- 
tries and is aimed at pro- 
moting stability in the 
region. 

The air exercise will take 

g lace in Israel between 
ept. 13-16, Jane's 


Defence Weekly reported. 
Turkish F-16 jet fighters 


from Diyaibakir air base 


will take part, the journal 
said. 

Israeli Defence Ministry 
spokesman Avi Benayahu 
would not confirm or deny 
the report, but said that the 
Israeli and Turkish air 
forces have already trained 
in each other's air space. 

“Each side carries out 
manoeuvres according to 
its needs, taking advantage 
of the air space of the other 
country." he said. 

A squadron of Turkish F- 
16s was in Israel in June to 
train on testing grounds run 
by the Israel Air Force and 
the Rafael Arms 
Development Authority, the 
Jerusalem Post newspaper 
said Wednesday. 

At the range in southern 
Israel, pilots train to evade 


surface-to-air missiles — 
possibly similar to the 
Russian S-300 anti-aircraft 
missiles Greek Cypriots 
plan to deploy in 
November to balance 
Turkish air superiority over 
the island, the paper said. 

The Israel army 
spokesman's office denied 
Turkish media reports that 
Turkish pilots had trained 
in Israel to evade the S-300. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz, who visited 
Israel this week, confirmed 
that the Israeli and Turkish 
navies will conduct a joint 
search and rescue naval 
exercise in November, their 
second this year. 


Ritter: Iraq has ‘technologically 
complete’ nuclear weapons 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Iraq is 
hiding three “technological- 
ly complete” nuclear bombs 
which lack only the fissile 
materia] to make them oper- 
ational. according to a for- 
mer U.N. arras inspector 
quoted Wednesday in the 
Haaretz newspaper. 

Haaretz said Scott Ritter, 
who quit the U.N. inspec- 
tion team in Iraq last month 
charging that it was no 
longer carrying out its task 
aggressively enough, made 
the disclosure at a recent 
closed-door meeting of the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. 

Ritter was quoted as say- 
ing the U.N. inspections 
committee knew where the 


three nuclear devices were 
being hidden and had infor- 
mation on how they were 
concealed and which offi- 
cers were guarding them, 
but had not received an 
order to inspect the site. 

He described the bombs 
as “technologically com- 
plete” and needing only the 
fissile nuclear material to 
become operational. 

Haaretz made no mention of 
whether Ritter believes Iraq 
has obtained any such 
nuclear material. 

Ritter, a U.S. citizen, 
charged that the U.N. 
Security Council, under 
pressure from the U.S. 
administration, had blocked 
the work of the weapons 


inspectors just as they were 
“on the doorstep" of uncov- 
ering Iraq's hidden weapons 
of mass destruction. 

He said the United States 
wanted to avoid new con- 
frontations with the govern- 
ment of President Saddam 
Hussein and had intervened 
to keep the U.N. teams from 
carrying out surprise 
inspections. 

Ritter claimed the inspec- 
tors had uncovered evi- 
dence that Iraq could still 
have a large number of 
chemical bombs, between 
five and 12 Al Husseini bal- 
listic missiles and parts for 
another 25 launchers. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraq on Tuesday said a report 
by chief UN. weapons inspec- 
tor Richard Butler that his 
arms experts had been hatred 
from three sites was politically 
motivated and a lie aimed at 
discrediting Baghdad. 

Butler, executive chairman 
of (he UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) told 
the Security Council last 
Thursday dial Iraq in August 
and September refused three 
times to allow his teams to 
monitor sites they had visited 
previously, thereby tightening 
earlier restrictions imposed by 
Iraq. 

In a letter to the Security 
Council. Tareq Aziz, Iraq's 
deputy prime minister, said 
Butler's contentions “include, 
as usual. Maries and lies 
aimed at distorting the facts 
before the Security Council" 

Iraq said on Aug. 5 it would 
no longer cooperate with UN. 
inspection teams, thus prevent- 
ing them from carrying out 
most of their duties. Baghdad, 
however, said the UN. experts 
could monitor previously 
declared sites but could not 
conduct intrusive inspections. 

Aziz's letter reached mem- 
bers as they discussed a U.S.- 
British resolution to suspend 
regular 60-day reviews of 
sanctions until Iraq cooperates 
with the inspectors. Without 
the reviews, there is no possi- 
bility of easing the embargoes, 
although chances are slim this 
would occur in the near future 
anyway. 

Britain's ambassador. Sir 
Jeremy Greenstock. told 
reporters: “The points that 
have been accepted by the 
council in the debate so far is 
that there should be a suspen- 
sion of sanctions on Iraq." 
Diplomats said they expected 
a vote later this week. 


Oslo brought no peace to Palestinian mother 


By Jeffrey Heller 

Renters 


HEBRON — The old Middle East is 
alive and well, five years after Israel 
and the Palestinians signed a peace deal 
that was meant to herald a new era of 
hope. 

“I was weak and they were strong,” 
was how Sherine Badr Al Haddad, a 
23-year-old Palestinian mother, 
summed up an encounter with Israeli 
soldiers which she said led to the death 
of her three-month-old son Qosay, one 
of a set of triplets. 

The difference between life and death 
for Qosay boiled down to being a road- 
block too far from a hospital that might 
have saved him. Haddad said. 

Her family’s stone house is some 100 
metres inside the part of Hebron that 
remained under Israeli occupation after 
the rest of the town came under 
Palestinian self-rule in 1997. 

On Aug. 21, Qosay began vomiting 
while Haddad was changing his diaper. 
She scooped him up in her arms and 
headed towards Hebron's AliaHospital. 
a \0-minute drive away. 

But a curfew was in force in the 
Israeli-held section of the West Bank 
town. A day earlier, a suspected 
Palestinian assailant hod stabbed a 
Jewish settler to death and set fire to his 
caravan home in Hebron. 

“I walked up to the soldiers at the 
checkpoint, where there were two mili- 
tary jeeps, and they asked me where I 
was going,” Haddad, her eyes brim- 


ming with tears, told Reuters. 

“I said I was going to the hospital 
because my baby's very' sick, and I 
showed him to them." she recalled as 
she fed milk to one of the surviving 
triplets in her living room. 

“The soldiers said' ‘You can’t go, 
there’s a curfew. We have no orders to 
let you pass.' I saw that time was being 
wasted, so I told one of the soldiers I 
wanted to return home. He said ‘wait 
here.' I wailed a while and then the sol- 
diers got busy with a group of 
Palestinians, so I went into the vineyard 
and walked to the hospital from there.’' 
Holding Qosay, Haddad walked for 40 
minutes until she reached a Palestinian 
roadblock and hailed a taxi. 

“On the way, Qosay made a gurgling 
sound and he stopped breathing,” she 
said. “When the doctor examined him 
in the hospital he was already dead.” At 
the hospital. Ziab Asshab, who exam- 
ined Qosay, told Reuters a day after the 
boy’s death: “If he had come in time, 
we could have saved his life.” Asked 
about the incident, the Israeli army said 
the military governor of Hebron had 
visited the family and an investigation 
had been conducted into the allega- 
tions. 

"The inquiry failed to come up with 
any evidence and even showed that 
there had been no army force at the spot 
where the woman claimed she had been 
delayed," an army statement said. 

Palestinians said soldiers patrolled the 
neighbourhood during the curfew, 
which was in effect for IQ days. 


The army statement alluding to the 
possible presence of paramilitary bor- 
der police or Israeli civil police, 
acknowledged the incident “could have 
been a regrettable misunderstanding 
with forces enforcing the curfew, who 
were not made aware that it was a med- 
ical emergency.” 

The army says soldiers at roadblocks 
have standing orders to show leniency 
in “urgent humanitarian and medical 
cases.” 

But in another incident during the 
Hebron curfew. Palestinian health offi- 
cials charged that a newborn Arab baby 
died because of delays at an Israeli 
army checkpoint 

Fadwa Abdul Salam, 40, gave birth in 
her car after being forced to take a 
longer route to a Hebron hospital. The 
baby died after she finally reached the 
hospital. 

The army said it was impossible to 
determine for certain the death was 
linked to the roadblock delay, “but it 
was clear the soldiers at the checkpoint 
made a mistake in judgement" Haddad 
said the loss of her son was just anoth- 
er indication that peace with Israel, her- 
alded by the Oslo interim accords 
signed in Washington on September 13, 
1993 would not work. 

“Qosay was a complete innocent the 
most beautiful baby I have ever seen," 
she said. “If l saw the soldiers again 1 
would tell them, ‘You Jews have chil- 
dren just like we have. Why did you do 
this to me?’" 
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HARMLESS OR TOXIC? GREENPEACE GETS SHOWERED: Workers dump water 
and waste on Greenpeace activists as they try to paint the words 'no dumping' on a 
ship loaded with rust at a waste loading facility of the Larco ferronickel plant in the 
port city of Larymna, some 130 kilometres north of Athens on Wednesday. Larco, one 
of Europe's leading fecronickel manufacturers, claims the waste is harmless. 
Greenpeace says it is toxic- Larco says continued action by Greenpeace could lead to 
a shut down (AP photo! 


First in N. Ireland as Adams 
meets Trimble face-to-face 


BELFAST (AFP) — A new 
first in the Northern Ireland 
peace process will be achieved 
Thursday when the head of the 
IRA’s political wing meets the 
province's Protestant leader ' 
face-to-face for the first time. 

The substance of the talks’ 
between Sinn Fein President 
Gerrv Adams and Northern 
Ireland's First Minister David 
Trimble, leader of the Ulster 
Unionists, is likely to be far 
less important than their sym- 
bolism. 

Before entering talks leading 
to this year's April 10 peace 
deal Trimble and his party 
re (Used even to be in the same 
room as Adams and other Sinn 
Fein members, whom they 
regarded as little more than 
apologists for pro-united 
Ireland terrorists. 

The bulk of the discussions 
for the agreement had to be 
conducted via intermediaries 
who shuttled between die two 
camps as they sat in separate 
rooms. 

Since then the pair only met 
in the company of other parties 
who will make up the 
province's new semi-auton- 
mous administration, which 
was set up under the peace 
deal. 

Even with Trimble's insis- 


tence that the choreography 
will not include a public hand- 
shake, the first one-on-one 
meeting marks a milestone in 
the peace process in a conflict 
in which images often assume 
huge importance. 

Thursday’s talks have been 
arranged to prepare for the 
opening of Northern Ireland's 
new 108-member assembly on 
SepL 14. 

Trimble called all the assem- 
bly parties together for a col- 
lective discussion Monday and 
is now holding bilateral talks 
with every party leader. 

Ulster Unionist protests at a 
meeting with Sinn Fein were 
silenced last week after a state- 
ment by Adams that violence 
“must be for all of us now a 
thing of the past, over, done 
with and gone." 

A day later the party 
announced it was appointing 
Adams’ deputy Martin 
McGuinncss, a key figure in 
the republican movement often 
accused of IRA membership, 
to head negotiations on IRA 
disarmament. 

Preliminary bilateral discus- 
sions between Sinn Fein and 
the Ulster Unionists were 
being held Wednesday to clari- 
fy Thursday’s agenda. 

The body's first task is to 


elect an executive and this is 
likely to form the focus of the 
calks. 

Sinn Fein insists its popular 
support — it won 18 seats in 
the assembly elections in June 
— guarantees it two executive 
seats. 

Trimble has said the party 
cannot sit on the body until the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
begins disarming. 

His party — Northern 
Ireland's largest Protestant 
party — has threatened to use 
its strength in the assembly to 
block Sinn Fein's appointment 
to any ministerial positions. 

Adams said Monday's meet- 
ing passed off wiihout “acri- 
mony” and in a “good atmos- 
phere” but added the question 
of disarmament was not men- 
tioned 

The Sinn Fein president also 
reiterated that all parties that 
signed up to the April peace 
deal had “an automatic right” 
to be “involved with all the 
institutions which are going to 
be established” However 
Trimble insisted he had told 
Adams that progress was need- 
ed on all fronts including those 
issues affecting “pararailitary- 
re kited” parties, a reference to 
the need for movement on 
weapons surrendering. 


Successful way to sort sperm 
allows selection of baby’s sex 


FAIRFAX (AP) — Fertility 
researchers said Wednesday 
that they have come up with a 
way to son sperm that may 
allow couples to haw babies of 
the sex they choose. 

Doctors at the Genetics and 
IVF Institute said sperm cells 
to be used in artificial insemi- 
nation can be sorted by the 
amount of DNA they contain. 

The only difference between 
male- producing Y chromo- 
some sperm and female-pro- 
ducing X chromosome sperm 
is that spenn carrying a Y chro- 
mosome have about 28 per 
cent less genetic material. 

Using a DNA detector, 
researchers were able to sift 
sperm to produce samples in 
which 85 per cent of the cells 
had an X chromosome, the 
institute's doctors said in a 
statement. If they targeted Y- 


bearing spam, die result was a 
sperm sample in which 65 per 
cent of the cells contained a Y 

chromosome. 

The research is published in 
the journal Human 
Reproduction. 

In data reported from the 
institute’s continuing trials, 29 
pregnancies have been initiated 
after separation for the X-bear- 
ing sperm. So for, nine patients 
have given birth to il healthy 
baby girls, the institute said. 

A study of couples wanting 
boys produced results consis- 
tent with what the sperm sort- 
ing would predict, lead 
researcher Edward Fugger 
said Exact results were not 
released 

Sex- selection techniques 
have been marketed and pro- 
moted before. But Alan 
DeChemey of the University 


of California at Los Angeles 
told The New York Times, 
"Nothing worked until now.” 

The researchers refined tech- 
niques developed for sorting 
the sperm ot farm animals. 
Fugger said of the more than 
400 animals bom through 
sperm sifting, none were bom 
with defects. 

Bony Zirfcin of Johns 
Hopkins University said he still 
was not convinced about the 
safety of the method which 
involves staining sperm cells’ 
DNA with a fluorescent dye 
and shining laser light on the 
spam, DeChemey also cau- 
tioned about the ethical impli- 
cations of tinkering with 
sperm. 

When it comes to sex selec- 
tion. he said "most people feel 
this is tampering with nature.” 



Spice Girls 
encourage teens 
to get pregnant 


Enjoy sex to 
get pregnant 


CARDIFF (R) — A 

woman may have a higher 
chance of getting pregnant 
if she enjoys sex, a British 
researcher said. A study of 
71 women who rated their 
sexual pleasure showed 
that fewer sperm were 
found in the cervix of the 
women who did not enjoy 
sex than in those who 
found it more stimulating. 
The research, by lacky 
Bofvin of Cardiff 
University, is important 
because if the amount of 
sperm in cervical mucus is 
a predictor of future fertili- 
ty it could have implica- 
tions for infertile couples. 


Ancient skeletons 
show women 
worked harder 


CARDIFF (R) — Ancient 
skeletons found on a 
remote island off Scotland 
showed women. did more 
heavy manual work than 
men 400 years ago, a scien- 
tist said on Wednesday. By 
examining the spines of 
people who lived and died 
on the island of Ensay 
between the 16th and 19th 
centuries, Joanna Softer 
Deverenski of Cambridge 
University said women suf- 
fered physically from 
strenuous labour. “We 
know tbat women did most 
of the heavy lifting work.” 
she told a press conference 
at Britain's annual science 
conference. While the men 
fished or bunted, the 
women of the island of 
Ensay carried heavy loads 
of peat and other materials 
in creels, a sort of basket, 
on their backs. 


Men in women’s 
veils hold up UAE 
forex bureau 


DUBAI (R) — Three men 
donned traditional 

“abayas” and veils worn by 
Arab women to rob a for- 
eign exchange bureau in 
the tiny Gulf Arab emirate 
of Ajman, local newspa- 
pers reported «• 

Wednesday. Disguised in 
the long-sleeved black 
cloak and veil, marks of 
national identity, the trio 
escaped with the day's tak- 
ings from the Ajman 
branch of the UAE 

Exchange Centre after 
threatening staff at gun 
point. “The robbers, 

dressed as women in abaya 
and veil covering their 
faces.. .pointed guns at the 
staff before decamping 
with the day’s collection ft 
a rented car,” The Gulf 
Today newspaper reported. 
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LONDON (AP) — The 
Spice Girls, who gave Girl 
Power to a generation of 
teens, may be unwittingly 
encouraging teen pregnan- 
cy. an educator says. Judith 
Mullen, president of the 
Secondary Heads 

Association, said Tuesday 
that the pregnancies of 
Posh Spice Victoria Adams 
and Scaxy Spice Mel 
Brown could trigger “a 
generation of Spice babies 
bora to teenage mothers.” 
But Mullen stressed she is 
not criticising the two 
Spice Girls, noting that 
they are in their 20s and “in 
loving, caring relation- 
ships." 
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Dozens of ‘Titanic’ 
videos looted 


ORLANDO (AP) ^ 
Someone out there reap}’ 
likes Leonardo DiCaprio- 
Dozens of copies of thj 
just-released “Titanic 
video were looted fro* 10 
three Orlando- area video 
stores this weekend, ft 
each case* a burglar broke ? 
window of a Blockbustf^ 
video store and side arff>* 
fuls of the hit movie fro® 3 
display, said Jeff GoltZi 3 
spokesman for the Oriafltft 
police department. Fifty* 
four “Titanic” videos fft“ 
1 8 ‘Titanic”, compact disc* 
were taken from one store* 
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